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Dear Parents, 

I hope that you all enjoyed a peaceful Christmas and a very happy New Year. It was a very 
welcome break after a long term. Let’s hope that 2023 brings stability and contentment after so 
many trying years in recent times. 

Ceiling Issue in the Lodge 

Having said that, the term hasn’t begun particularly well, because at the 
very end of the holiday, part of the suspended ceiling in the Year 6 
classroom fell down. Subsequent investigation has found that some of 
the original lathe and plaster, which still lines the actual roof, had come 
away and fallen down onto the suspended ceiling, bringing it down in 
turn. 

On Thursday, KCC will remove the remains of the suspended ceiling and install a wire net across 
the whole width of the classroom roof. They will then reinstate a new ceiling. Obviously their plan 
is that the net will stop any subsequent falls from hitting the suspended ceiling. This work will 
take until Sunday. The Year 6 class have been taught in the hall for these first two weeks of 
term, but if all goes well, they will be back in class as of Monday. 

KCC will also look at the ceilings in the other rooms in the Lodge, to check that the same issue 
isn’t apparent in them. 

Mrs Savage’s Art Lessons 

Because we won’t have use of the Year 6 classroom this week, we aren’t able to start 
Mrs Savage’s art group until next week—they have no room in which to work! Some 
children with a particular aptitude for art will be working with Mrs Savage on 
Thursday mornings for the rest of this term—but starting next week. 

Mrs Sutton 

I am pleased to say that Mrs Lucie Sutton will now be joining the school staff as a part time 
Teaching Assistant. Mrs Sutton already works in the Breakfast Club. As of Monday, she will also 
be working in Year 5 in the mornings, to support the learning in that class. We are very happy to 
have her join us more fully! 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

We will soon be contacting you with a list of clubs which we are running this term. I want to 
thank all of the staff who give up their own time to run these clubs for the children—I really do 
appreciate it. 
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French Pop Music? 

Maryline will be writing to the children in Years 5 and 6 about a competition being run by the 
Institut Francais. They would like schools to write, perform and record their own pop song—in 
French. If you are interested, look out for Maryline’s letter. She is going to run a lunchtime club 
for children who would like to be involved. The competition runs until May and the winners are 
announced, in London, in June. Bon chance! 

Mrs Battell 

I am really sorry to say that Mrs Battell, the school’s cleaner, is having to retire. Ann 
attended this school herself as a young girl. She genuinely loves St Peter’s, and her 
and her husband Rob, work countless unpaid hours on top of their normal duties, to 
make sure that the buildings and site are kept in the best possible condition.  

Ann used to clean all of the rooms here, as well as unlocking every morning and sharing some of 
the caretaking duties with Rob. Many years ago, she was also a midday meals supervisor. Last 
year, she cut down and now only cleans the Mount Pleasant building. Unfortunately, Ann now 
has to stop entirely. We will find some way of having her continue to be part of the school 
community. Her connection with this school spans more than 50 years so we don’t want her to 
leave entirely. 

Minster Cleaning, who are based in the village, took over responsibility for cleaning The Lodge 
last year. They will now clean the whole school.  

We are holding an end of term church service at 1.15pm on Friday 10th February. We will say 
goodbye to Ann during the service, as well as inviting Mrs Cooper back to say a formal goodbye 
to her. She left the school at Christmas, but caught the sickness bug right at the end of term and 
couldn’t attend the Christingle service where we had planned to say goodbye. 

Best wishes 

Jim Holditch 

10th January 2023 


