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Dear Parents, 

Change to our Foreign Language Provision 

Mrs Maryline Maurez has unfortunately had to miss the last two weeks of school through ill 
health and consequently the children haven't had their French language lessons on those 
Thursdays. You will remember that every class has a lesson in French every Thursday. We hope 
that Maryline will be well enough to return to school before the end of this term.  

However, whilst Mrs Maurez will continue to offer her private, lunchtime language clubs next 
term, she will no longer deliver French language lessons to the classes. From the start of next 
term, we are changing the provision. Mrs Paget is returning from her maternity leave and will 
teach Year 5. She will also teach Spanish across the school on a Thursday. So, the children will 
continue to have tuition in a foreign language. We don’t intend to switch from Spanish in the 
future. This will be the foreign language taught at the school as we go forward. 

Year 6  

With Covid restrictions a thing of the past, we have been able to reintroduce 
our Year 6/Year R buddy system. The Year 6 children have been paired up 
with the children in Year R so that all of them now have a ‘little brother or 
sister’ in the year group. The two year groups eat together at lunch, and the 
Year 6 children can then spend some of their lunch break playing with their 
buddies on the KS1 playground if they so choose. They are all proving to be 
caring to our youngest children. I have told the Year 6 children how proud I 
am of them and how they are behaving. Well done Year 6. 

Conkers 

Damon’s nan and William’s mum have obviously been very busy throwing sticks up 
into the branches of Horse Chestnut trees, as they have both given me large bags 
full of conkers. I have borrowed Mr Battel’s drill and will be busy drilling and 
threading the conkers for distribution to the classes. The school conker 
championship will run over the next two weeks with the grand final again taking 
place in the church during the Harvest Festival. 

End of Term Service 

I am very pleased to say that the Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling, Mrs Sue Bell, is coming along 
to our Harvest Festival service on Friday 21st October. She will be presenting the cup to our 
conker champion as well as enjoying the songs which our children are currently practising. I 
hope to see most of you in church from 1.15pm on the 21st. 

7th October 2022 
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Trip to the Olympic Diving Centre for Years 2 and 3 

Now, very occasionally, we are extremely lucky and 
experience very good fortune. In my case this hasn’t 
extended as far as a lottery win unfortunately, but Years 3 
and 2 are going to receive something nearly as good.  

Mr Barnes, Reuben’s dad, is a manager at the Olympic 
Aquatics centre. He has been extremely kind and arranged 
a visit for children from Years 2 and 3, to visit the centre. 
He is planning a really fantastic adventure for them all. They will get a tour of the centre, to see 
behind the scenes, and then he has arranged for some of the professional divers to spend time 
with groups of our children. I believe they will even get to see the divers training and performing.  

As if that wasn’t enough, he is also offering the children the opportunity to swim in the Olympic 
pool! Before you parents panic, the depth of the pool can be adjusted to whatever depth is 
required, so all measures will be taken to ensure that the children enjoy an incredible safe, 
experience. We will obviously plan those details over these coming weeks. 

We will liaise with Mr Barnes to sort out every detail, and parents in Years 2 and 3 will get 
separate letters out regarding the trip. But I want to thank Mr Barnes for the incredible lengths 
he is going to for our children. They will have a fantastic experience. 

Meeting for the Year 5/6 Residential 

Just a reminder that the information meeting for the Year 5/6 residential to Kingswood is on 
Monday at 6pm. I will go through all of the details for you then. 

Ypres 

The Year 4-6 trip to Ypres is confirmed. We have the numbers available to make the trip work. 
Next week we will plan it in detail and send out further information to those who have expressed 
a wish to go! 

Reflection 

This term, we have been reflecting on the Christian value of Hope. Our assemblies have focused 
on this, and amongst other things, we have thought about the words of Martin Luther King, about 
our reaction when our hopes are dashed, and of the need for our lives and aspirations to be built 
on firm foundations.  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit - Romans 15:13 

I hope that you all enjoy a very enjoyable and happy weekend. 

Jim Holditch 

7th October 2022 


