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Dear Parents, 

Mrs Paget Returns 

Mrs Paget returns from her maternity leave next term! She will take over Year 5 from Mrs 
Beacher, and remain with the class for the rest of the year. It is lovely to welcome her back. As 
you already know, she will also be teaching Spanish to the whole school on a Thursday as of next 
term, in place of the French lessons which Mrs Maryline Maurez has been providing since Mrs 
Paget began her maternity leave. 

Mrs Beacher will be supporting children across Key Stage 2, teaching English and maths to small 
groups of children from some of the classes. This will help boost attainment levels as we continue 
to address the remaining issues left over from the disruption caused by the pandemic. 

Year 6 Buddies 

I have said it before, but the Year 6 buddies have been excellent this term. 
They have really supported the Year R children over the lunch hour. Their 
involvement is winding down now, as many of the Year 6 children return to 
normal play activities at lunch, but some are still choosing to spend time 
with the younger children, on their playground.  

I can’t say quite how heartening it has been to see the school return to 
normal after the restrictions of the pandemic. Obviously the need to keep 
children in bubbles over the last few years prevented us from buddying up the Year 6 and Year R 
pupils as we would normally do. It’s been wonderful to reintroduce this and to see just how 
caring and empathetic the Year 6 children have been. 

Parent Lunches 

Next term, we will begin our parent lunches! Parents, or aunts, uncles, 
grandparents etc will be able to come into the hall to eat lunch with their 
children. We will let you know what day we are running this, when we 
return after the break.  

New MMS 

Mrs Treays and Mrs Wray have joined us as new Midday Meals Supervisors. It is lovely to 
welcome them to the staff! For their sakes, I hope the run of dry lunchtimes continues. 

Change to School Photograph Provider 

My apologies to any of you who were unhappy with the recent school photographs. I understand 
that the photographic company we employ only sent through one shot to parents, and obviously 
if your child was squinting, or not quite looking their best in that one shot, then you didn’t have a 
photograph to purchase. As a result, we have changed the photographic company we use. The 
new company will take multiple shots and you will have a number of different photographs from 
which to choose. The next round of individual photographs isn’t until next academic year 
obviously, but the new company will also be taking the class shots due in June. 
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SPSA 

I know that the SPSA are trying to organize a range of events to both support the school and to 
provide enjoyable activities for the children, but that as in every school in which I have worked, 
their efforts are being hampered by having too few parents coming forward to help out. Helping 
on any PTFA can be a thankless task in many ways and can also be quite time consuming, but if 
you can give any time or any support to the current committee, I know that they would 
appreciate it. 

Parental Help 

I do want to thank the parents who have supported the school in other ways. As you know, Mr 
Barnes has worked very hard to pull together the forthcoming trip to the Olympic Aquatic Centre 
which Years 2 and 3 will enjoy. We have had two anonymous donors, who have given very 
generously to support the Year 4 and 5 trip to Ypres. Mrs Stone asked for people who are 
employed in roles which support our society, such as police, nursing, fire fighting etc, whether 
they would be prepared to come into school to speak to the children about what they do. She 
had such a fantastic response that we have someone different coming in to visit each of our 
seven year groups.  

I want to thank all of you who support our school so magnificently. St Peter’s is a small school 
and in many ways feels akin to a family. That is down to the children acting as they do, the staff, 
and the way so many of you pitch in to add to the life of the school—thank you. 

Pyjama Party 

Well done to Year 2, who enjoyed a pyjama party this week. They have been so well behaved in 
class that they were able to fill their marble jar and, as a treat, they came to school in their 
pyjamas and had a chilled day. They are a lovely class and I’m not surprised that they gained this 
treat so quickly in the year. Well done! 

Reflection 

Personally, I love autumn. The colours of the trees are incredible and there is a magic in the 
transition from the warmth of Summer to the chill misty mornings, as the year draws to a close.  

This year I find it particularly poignant. Like many colleagues, I went through last academic year, 
still anxious that the pandemic might rear its head again. I couldn't quite believe that our school 
year would be completed! However, as time continues, confidence grows that we have left that 
particular period behind us. Hopefully this autumn truly does signify both the end of a year and of 
such troubled times, and we can have confidence in the year to come. That seems particularly 
appropriate after thinking of the value of hope since we returned in September. 

‘but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. ‘ Isaiah 40:31 

I hope that you all enjoy a relaxing half term break. 

Best wishes 

Jim Holditch 
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