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Dear Parents, 

I hope that you are well and enjoying this last, late flourish of sunny weather, prior 
to Autumn and Winter arriving in earnest. We appear to be heading for a bumper 
crop of conkers. Please tell your children to get collecting! Battle can commence on 
the playground and we will be organising a school championship. Rules will come 
out to each class - no vinegar, no stampsies! 

Mrs Cooper 

Although she has worked at St Peter’s for 19 years, it is quite likely that a great many of you 
won’t know Mrs Cooper. She is the school’s Business Manager. Most of you won’t see her, as she 
works tucked away in an office in the Lodge. She manages every aspect of the school’s finances, 
as well as being responsible for a great deal more. She has seen five different Headteachers at St 
Peter’s and has, by necessity, accumulated a great many responsibilities over the years as the 
school has grown and changed.  

After 19 years, she has decided to take early retirement and will be leaving St Peter’s at the end 
of the Christmas term. She is hoping to leave without fanfare - but will be unsuccessful in that 
wish! Anne was instrumental in keeping the school on an even keel as it progressed through a 
less stable stage in its past, and both staff and governors know how much St Peter’s owes to 
her. We are extremely sorry to see her leave us now, but understand her desire to escape the 
world of work and enjoy a very well earned early retirement. St Peter’s owes her a great deal 
and wouldn’t be in the position it is today without her playing such an important role within the 
school. She will be sorely missed. 

School Growth 

Your children may have mentioned that a number of children have joined their classes, either at 
the very end of the summer term, or in these past few weeks. Previously, the number of children 
who could attend St Peter’s was limited by the small size of a number of classrooms. The building 
extensions have addressed a great many of those issues and hence we are now admitting more 
pupils. The school is extremely popular and an increasing number of parents wish to send their 
children here. However, please rest assured that we won’t be admitting more than 30 children to 
any class.  

Head Boy and Head Girl 

I want to congratulate all of the Year 6 children who put themselves forward as 
candidates to be Head Boy and Head Girl. They were required to make a speech 
in front of the whole school, which is a nerve wracking experience when you are 
only 10 or 11 years old! They should feel very proud of having done so.  
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All of the children in Years 1-6 voted in the election and I am very pleased to say that Harry has 
been elected as our new Head Boy, and Imogen as Head Girl. I know that they will both be 
excellent in their roles - congratulations to both of you. 

We will shortly be voting for Sports Captains for the four houses as well as choosing prefects. We 
will let you know who has been given these positions once they are decided. 

Communication 

The class WhatsApp groups are extremely useful for parents, allowing you to share information 
and to clarify simple issues. However, they don’t provide a direct communication link to us. We 
aren't involved in them and may or may not become aware of what is being discussed on the 
group. So, if there is an important aspect of school life which is concerning you, please discuss it 
with us directly. We are an open school and whilst we may not be able to address every issue 
you have, we obviously have no chance of doing so unless you speak to us.   

Photographic Permissions 

You complete photographic permission forms when your child joins the school. You either give or 
refuse permission for your child to be photographed either by us for use in the school or on the 
website, or by the media should they visit the school. We use this information to compile lists 
which inform each teacher which children in their class can be photographed and who can’t. If 
you have ticked that you don’t want your child to be photographed or recorded, we obviously 
exclude them from any such event. We also exclude any child whose parent hasn’t completed the 
form. 

We won’t contact you each time anyone wishes to photograph the children. We can’t telephone 
whole classes of parents whenever the need arises. We use the information which you provided 
on the permission form.  You are very welcome to amend the permission information at any time, 
and if you wish to do so, please contact the school office. 

Term Time Holidays 

May I please reinforce that any term time holiday is almost certainly going to be unauthorised. 
The DfE rightly take a very strong view that children should be in school and not absent for 
holidays. The pandemic resulted in children missing a great deal of their education and schools 
continue to work extremely hard to address the resulting issues as fully as possible. Please do not 
compound the problem by booking holidays in term time. 

We report term time holiday absences to the Local Education Authority, who then manage the 
process and action fines if appropriate. Please be aware that each parent is liable for a fine, 
whether they cohabit or not and whether they have been involved in the holiday or not. The 
money does not come to the school so please don’t presume that we see this as a fund raising 
opportunity.  
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Can I also say that a small number of parents lie in an attempt to cover term time holidays. In 
the past we have had children supposedly off school ill, who return with a fantastic tan! Your 
children, particularly the younger ones, are also susceptible to telling us what a great time they 
had at Legoland or with visiting relatives, when you have told us that they were at home in bed 
unwell. It is particularly implausible when 2 or even 3 siblings become ill on the same day. 

Please be up front with us if you keep your children off school. It’s hardly setting a good example 
for the children for you to lie, and it places the children in a very difficult position. Any absence 
we suspect as being unwarranted is recorded as unauthorised and the onus is then placed on 
parents to prove otherwise. 

Year 4/5 School Trip  

We are attempting to book a day trip to Ypres in Belgium for Years 4 
and 5, to replace the day trip to France which was lost last year 
following the difficulties which surrounded P&O. We have pencilled in 
Friday 4th November as the date we wish to travel, but we are 
awaiting confirmation from the coach company that they can book a 
slot on a ferry. As the trip will involve a very early start and late finish, 
it makes sense to travel on a Friday and allow the children the 
weekend to recover.  

Ypres was the scene of savage fighting in the First World War and the town was almost entirely 
destroyed. After the war, it was rebuilt almost exactly as it had been prior to 1914. The children 
will visit the large museum housed in the old Cloth Hall, as well as the Menin Gate memorial, 
which will be particularly poignant in the week before Remembrance Day. Once we have 
confirmed the details, including times and costs, we will share these with you. 

Year 5/6 Residential and a change of date for Sports Day 

Last week I informed parents in Year 5/6 that the residential to Swattenden had been cancelled 
by KCC after they informed us that the site was no longer being used as an activity centre for 
schools. I was a little irked given that we booked our stay in September 2020! We generally book 
our residentials two years in advance in order to secure the weeks we want at the centres we 
wish to visit. Booking anything less than 12 months in advance is very problematic as most 
centres become fully booked. 

Luckily we have secured a stay at the Kingswood centre in Ashford. They had very little 
availability left, but we are able to go on Sunday 4th June and stay until Wednesday 7th June. I 
will be organizing an information evening for parents in Year 5/6 when I will share all of the 
details. 

This change means that we are having to reschedule sports day. It was taking place 
on Thursday 8th June, but has now moved to Wednesday 14th June. 
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Kittle Photography 

Unfortunately the school photographer didn’t turn up today. We have followed 
this up with Kittle, but don’t know quite what went wrong. We will reschedule 
and will let you know when they are coming in. My hour in front of the mirror 
this morning was wasted.  

Best wishes 

Jim Holditch 


