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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I apologise for not writing on Friday as I should have, but I am afraid that there were 

demanding issues at school which took my time that day and the situation was compounded by 

our simply having to react to the sad news of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. We 

wished to mark the sombre news of her passing appropriately, whilst being mindful of how 

emotional children can become when presented with sad news. Those of you who attended the 

leavers’ service in July will have witnessed how emotional the children can become. We obviously 

wished to avoid a repetition of this. 

Staff attended in appropriate clothing and the teachers addressed questions about the Queen’s 

death as and when children asked. We dispensed with our usual celebration assembly at the end 

of the day and instead came together as a school to discuss the life of the Queen and what her 

passing meant in terms of the accession of King Charles III. I tried to keep an appropriate 

balance between emotion and factual content for the children. We ended the assembly by 

singing the national anthem. I hope that we managed to mark the passing of Queen Elizabeth II 

respectfully and appropriately, whilst also informing the children of the significance of these 

events without showing any emotional anguish. 

This is obviously a seminal moment in the lives of our children and one which they will 

remember for many years to come. Even now, I can remember the tea party I had at primary 

school to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. For all but the very oldest of us, she is the only 

monarch we have ever known. Her reign has provided a constant, stable presence through 

decades of change and occasionally turmoil. Now, our children will live through a change of 

monarchy and are unlikely to ever again see a Queen as Head of State. 

These terribly sad events have nevertheless pulled people together. After so many events 

causing so much division over recent years, the country is united, albeit in grief. Staff have been 

reflecting on this in school. The singing of the national anthem in assembly stirred many of those 

present. We will look at how this can be incorporated into school life on a more regular basis. 

We would also like to install a flag pole, to overlook Coronation Gardens. It seems apt to install a 

flag pole to mark her passing, just as our playing field marks her coronation. 

School Closure Monday 19th September 

It has now been confirmed that Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral will take place next Monday, 19th 

September. Over the weekend, the DfE contacted Headteachers to inform us that schools will be 

expected to close on this day. St Peter’s will be closed next Monday, and will re-open on Tuesday 

20th September. Those of you who have pre-paid for school lunches or wraparound will have 

your payments carried forward as a credit. 
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