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Monday 25th April 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 

Staff Changes 

I am sorry to say that Miss Price will be finishing the school year, but is then leaving 
us to spend time with her family in Canada. Miss Price will be an enormous loss to us. 
She is extremely skilled in supporting our youngest children to develop their speech 
and to overcome any impediments they have. On top of that of course, after many 
years working in Year R alongside Mrs Stone, she has also been our Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant this year, and has taught Years 1 and 2 whilst the class teachers 
have had their release time. She has managed our Breakfast Club and run the extra-
curricular sports clubs after school. Miss Price has been an extremely important part 
of our school, as well as being an incredibly kind and supportive colleague. She will 
be sorely missed when she leaves us in July. 

Unfortunately, Mrs Nicol is also leaving us and finishes this week. Mrs Nicol joined us 
last year and worked in Year R alongside Mrs Stone and Miss Price, providing additional 
support to the children after the disruption which Covid caused to their final year in 
nursery. She moved up to Year 1 with those children in September and has been 
supporting them superbly as they have gone through this year.  

In September, she begins a teacher qualification. She will make an excellent teacher, 
and we wish her well as she leaves us to concentrate on preparing for her course. The 
school will have the chance to say goodbye to her at the Rock Steady concert which 
is taking place in the hall on Thursday. 

I am pleased to say that Mr Battel is fit enough to return to work as of this week. He 
will begin light duties around the school. It will be lovely to have him back. As the 
term progresses, he will take on more of his usual caretaking duties. I would like to 
thank Mrs Donlon, who stepped in over these past weeks, to sweep the school site 
and keep it clear and safe for us. 

Finally, whilst Mrs Battel is going to continue as our school cleaner, we are altering 
her role so that she works alongside a second cleaner. As of September, our cleaning 
will commence at 4.15, once extracurricular clubs have finished and only the After 
School Club children remain on site. Mrs Battel and our new appointee will work until 
6.45pm to clean both buildings. We will be running an advert soon, which we will 
publicise to parents. If you are possibly interested in applying for the new position and 
would definitely like sight of the advert, please let the office know. 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


 

Jubilee Celebrations 

Jubilee Celebrations fall in the June half term break, so we will have our celebration 
on the final day of term 5, Friday 27th May. Everyone will be asked to wear red, white 
and blue to school that day, and we will have an outdoor party in the school grounds. 
The church service that afternoon will be a celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s reign. 

Erasmus 

Mrs Beacher and I accompanied 8 children to Spain for our final ever Erasmus trip. 
We had been due to visit Romania, but with the war raging in Ukraine, it was wisely 
decided to visit our Spanish partner instead. The trip to Spain had originally been 
planned for January, but was cancelled as a result of the Covid outbreak, so whilst we 
lost the Romanian trip, we did at least regain Spain. We all had a wonderful time with 
our partner schools from Romania, Poland and Belgum, and were very well looked 
after by our Spanish hosts. It is a real shame that we cannot participate in any further 
projects as a result of our leaving the EU. 

However, we have one final part to this last project. Our partner schools will visit us 
between the 16th and 20th of May. I am currently organising activities for them, and 
some of our children in Years 5 and 6 will be able to accompany our visitors when we 
go out and about, if they so wish. The whole school will be able to say hello to our 
guests, as they will visit our school on the Tuesday. 

Year 5/6 Residential 

It seems as if almost every activity or trip we have organised over the past two years 
has fallen foul to some disaster or other. Covid accounted for the residentials in 2020 
and 2021, whilst these last two Erasmus trips have also been disrupted. Now we have 
P and O in turmoil just as we should be using them to travel across the channel for 
our forthcoming residential.  

We are now looking at alternative arrangements in order to ensure that we can indeed 
get to France in order to enjoy the stay in Hardelot at the end of June. We will keep 
the Year 5/6 parents posted on our progress. 

Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 

 


