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Friday 4th February 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
End of Term Church Service Cancelled 

I have decided to cancel the end of term church service. We have new cases of Covid 
every week and gathering 300 or so of us together in the church would pose too great 
a risk of further infection. This latest strain is spreading through the school community 
already, so it would be senseless to hold an event which might lead to a major 
outbreak. 
 
Curriculum Development 

The children and staff have worked exceptionally hard since returning in September. 
As I have previously explained, we have cut our curriculum to devote a far greater 
amount of time to maths and English as part of our catch up programme. Although 
we still have much to do, the results are positive. Hence, we have decided to begin a 
very gradual return to the normal curriculum. The first step will be to remove English 
and maths from Thursday afternoons, and return to teaching foundation subjects 
during that session as would previously have been the case. 
 
The children have been extremely mature in working so hard on such a narrow 
curriculum since September. It has been very dry for all of us, teachers included, so 
the children deserve congratulations for maintaining their enthusiasm during these 
last 5 months. As term 4 progresses, we will continue to review the children’s 
attainment levels in these two core subjects and, as and when appropriate, we will 
take further steps in returning to our usual, broad curriculum. 
 
Forest School – To Include Years 2, 3 and 4 

I am very pleased to say that we are extending our forest school provision. Mrs Donlon 
has long helped deliver the forest school sessions for Years R and 1. She is now 
completing a formal qualification in running forest school provision. As a result of this, 
she will be able to develop the sessions to include activities which we haven’t 
previously included.  
 
She is also going to deliver forest school lessons to Years 2, 3 and 4 on a Thursday 
during our creative activities. This will commence after the half term break. Half of 
each class will have a forest school session each week, whilst the other half remain 
with the class teacher. The groups swap over every week.  
 
 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


We have purchased additional waterproof trousers and tops for the children to wear. 
They may need to bring wellies on the weeks when they have their sessions. We will 
write with further details before the first session on Thursday 24th February. 
 
Uniform 

May I remind you that we are asking children to wear full school uniform when term 
4 starts. If there are circumstances that stop you from providing your child with 
uniform, please talk to us. We are understanding of genuine reasons for children not 
being in uniform.  
 
However, it does appear that a growing number of parents are simply choosing not to 
adhere to the uniform policy. Next term, I will be writing to the parents of children 
who are consistently not in uniform to ask that this be addressed. If you continue to 
send children to school out of the correct uniform, you will then be asked to come in 
to discuss the matter. Hopefully that will address the issue, but I am afraid we will be 
introducing sanctions next term for children who continually flout the uniform policy 
for no reason.  
 
Coronation Gardens 

I am pleased to say that TMBC have completed their plans for converting the 
redundant public toilets to a classroom for us to use. TMBC will fund the work. The 
building is actually owned by the Parish Council. They are now discussing the proposal 
and hopefully they will allow the school to take over the lease on a peppercorn rent. 
You may not be aware that the Parish Council also owns Coronation Gardens, which 
they also provide to us for a peppercorn rent. If all goes to plan, the toilets should be 
converted and handed over to the school before the end of this academic year. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 

 


