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Wednesday 5th January 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
New Year, new start they say? I wish. 2022 seems just as strange as 2021 – Covid re-appears 
and QPR are in the play-off places. When will normality resume? 
 
Current Update 

Firstly, the most important thing to say is that I am not aware of any children who have tested 
positive for Covid in these past few weeks becoming really unwell, and nor have any of the 
members of staff. One member of staff was sufficiently unwell to need two days in bed, but 
most simply had a bad headache. However, none of them had any underlying serious medical 
conditions. 
 
But this new variant is definitely virulent. Four more children tested positive yesterday 
evening. None of them had demonstrated any symptoms of Covid, which emphasises that the 
children are carrying the virus asymptomatically. With 20 confirmed cases spread across the 
school, it is best that you simply now assume that the virus is present in all of the classes and 
that it is spreading. You should also be aware that this variant is infecting people who had the 
Delta variant just a short time again. Two colleagues had Covid in November and have now 
contracted the new Omicron variant. 
 
Welcomes! 

On more normal matters (if you remember what they were) you may recall that Mrs Gemma 
Hay moved into the school kitchen from her role as one of our Midday Meals Supervisors. We 
were sorry to see her move from the MMS role as she is so good with the children, but we 
were pleased to keep her on staff, working alongside Wendy Butler. Well Gemma missed being 
with the children so much that she has moved back to her MMS role, which I know will delight 
the children. Her place in the kitchen has been filled by Mrs Louise Banfield, whose first day 
was yesterday. It is lovely to welcome her to the school. 
 
We have also had Mrs Patricia Parkin join us. Mrs Parkin is working with the volunteer reader 
scheme. She is coming in for two afternoons each week, to work with a small number of 
children. She will be listening to them read and generally working with them to further develop 
a love of literature. The parents of the children involved have already been informed. As time 
goes on, she will support further children. We are very lucky to have her join us. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
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