
St Peter’s Church of England (VC) Primary School 
Mount Pleasant, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BE 
Telephone: (01622) 717335 
Email: office@stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk 
Website: www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk  
Headteacher: Mr Jim Holditch 
 

                                              

Established in 1856 

 
 

Monday 17th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents, 

Covid Situation 

Covid is established amongst the pupil population. There are more major outbreaks in 
Years 1, 3 and 4, but there are also cases in other year groups and the children are 
largely carrying the virus asymptomatically, so the number of positive cases is 
probably far higher than reported. Please presume that it is in your child’s class. 

Actions when Testing for Covid 

There seems to be some confusion about what actions you take when testing for 
Covid. 

Even if your child is not displaying any symptoms of Covid, we ask that you regularly 
test them with lateral flow tests. If a lateral flow test shows that the child is positive, 
you DO NOT have to follow this up with a PCR test.  If your child tests positive 
on a lateral flow, they isolate for at least 5 days. On the fifth day after testing positive, 
you give them another lateral flow test. If this is negative, you then test them again 
on the morning of the sixth day. If this test is also negative, they can return to school.  

If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate 
until they get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they 
have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest. 

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a 
temperature will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. 

If your Child has Covid Symptoms 

If your child displays any of the three accepted symptoms of Covid, i.e. they have a 
temperature, a cough or a loss of taste/smell, then you arrange for them to take a 
PCR test. This is the only time you take a PCR test. If they are positive, they 
begin the same period of isolation for at least 5 days as I outlined above. If the PCR 
test is negative they return to school.  

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

Usually teachers would be running a range of extra-curricular clubs, covering sports, 
art and all sorts of different activities. However, I have asked them not to do so at 
least until Easter. Until then, we are going to continue with our current practice of 
limiting our extra-curricular booster sessions to English or maths, just as we have for 
these past few months.  

 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


We all value a wide curriculum, no one more than me. I want to return to normal and 
have an exciting range of extra-curricular clubs and the usual, wide-ranging curriculum 
taught during the school day. However, we need to use this academic year to get the 
children back to where they should be academically. We are focussing on English and 
maths as much as we can, without overloading the children, in the hope that we can 
achieve sufficient accelerated progress that we can return to some degree of normality 
after Easter and into the coming academic year. 

Hardelot Residential 

Whilst we still await confirmation from P and O about prices for foot passengers 
crossing the channel this summer, we have set the cost of the forthcoming Year 5/6 
residential at £330. If you still wish your child to participate in this trip, please send 
the office an email confirming this.  

We are asking that parents make 3 payments of £75 by the end of each of the next 
3 months (starting in February), followed by one final payment of £105. If you have 
any questions you wish to ask before committing to the trip, please just email in. 

Lack of Heating and Water 

Obviously Years R-3 experienced a less than ideal learning environment last week 
when the gas boiler failed. The PCB board blew early Monday morning. Whilst the 
engineers attended quickly and identified the fault, the KCC process demands that 
repairs are reported, costed and approved before being acted upon. On Tuesday 
morning, I was told that it could take 15 days to have the fault repaired. Luckily, I 
was able to speak to a very balanced and helpful manager at KCC, who recognised 
the urgency of the situation and hence the repair was completed early Thursday. 

I went out on Monday morning to buy 9 fan heaters for the classes. Unfortunately 
these blew our electric system which turns out is only one phase and not three phase 
as required. I learn a lot in this job. Thankfully the electrics were repaired quickly. 

Buildings 

On Wednesday we submitted our plans for the final phase of the redevelopment work 
on The Lodge building. This final phase will see the Year R and 1 classrooms extended 
and joined. The two rooms will form one large L shaped area. The internal wall in the 
Year 1 classroom is removed and the Year R toilets are reconfigured so that they can 
be accessed directly from the Year R classroom. The toilets themselves will be 
renewed.  

The extension squares up the building, with the space under the covered canopy 
becoming part of our building. This will provide us with a very large Year R classroom, 
and the Year 1 room will be transformed. Removing the internal wall in Year 1 will 
form one large teaching room. The plans will be posted on the school website for you 
to view. 

As part of the work, the existing heating system will be upgraded and this will also 
require a review of our electrical supply, with the installation of a three phase system. 
The work on the Lodge is scheduled for this summer. We then hope to complete the 
work on Mount Pleasant summer 2023. 



I am afraid that TMBC have become silent on the proposal that the disused public 
toilets in Coronation Gardens be converted to a classroom and given to the school. I 
will let you know if they ever make a decision on this very worthwhile proposal. 

Uniform 

I haven’t had the capacity to address uniform over the past few months. It is evident 
that an increasing number of parents are sending children to school without the 
correct uniform, particularly coats, bags, non-school shoes and PE kit.  

We haven’t altered our uniform policy since any of you joined the school. You sent 
your children here knowing that we required school coats, bags and PE kit. Please 
ensure that they are wearing the correct uniform. It is unfair to the families who do 
abide by the rules. After the half term break, I will be addressing non-adherence, so 
please take these coming weeks to kit your children out correctly. If there are financial 
issues stopping you from doing so, please let us know. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 


