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Monday 3rd January 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you’ve enjoyed a good Christmas and New Year. I know that unfortunately 
quite a few of you have had to deal with positive cases of Covid within your families. 
I hope that the adults and children who have been infected haven’t become too 
unwell as a result of contracting the virus. 
 
Staff Absence 
A number of staff have also contracted Covid since the end of term. In the main, 
most are now out of their isolation periods and will return to school on Tuesday. 
However, unfortunately Miss Bowman and Miss Henning will both be in isolation next 
week.  
   
Mr Eastwood will teach Year 6 all week to cover Miss Henning’s absence. Miss Ruth 
Burchfield, who is one of our two usual supply teachers, will cover Year 1 for 
Tuesday and Wednesday. However, she teaches in another local school every 
Thursday and Friday and hence isn’t available on those days. Mrs Claire Coleman, 
who is our second supply teacher, would normally be available, but is already 
covering Covid absence in another school. Consequently we have secured Mr Guy 
Rowlinson from a supply agency, and he will teach Year 1 for the last two days of 
the week. We hope that both Miss Henning and Miss Bowman will be well enough to 
return to school for the following week. 
 
Isolation and Testing 
There are important changes to the rules relating to isolation which also affect you 
and of which you need to be aware as they also relate to your children if they 
contract Covid. 
 
Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who 
record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most 
cases. This relates to your children as well as our staff. 
 
If your children tests positive for Covid, they will be advised of when their isolation 
period starts and ends. Because of the changes to the procedures, the children may 
now take Lateral Flow tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. The 
first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests 
must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are negative, and they do 
not have a high temperature, they may return to school from day 8.  Any child who 
is unable to take Lateral Flow tests will need to complete the full 10 day period of 
self-isolation. 
 



Attending School if a Family Member has Covid 
Previously, your children have been able to continue to attend school even if you’ve 
had a member of your household who had tested positive for Covid and who was 
isolating at home. Many of you didn’t do this, and opted to keep your children off 
school as a safety measure for which I thank you. 
 
The rules have altered slightly. Those of you who so wish it can still send your child 
into school if a member of the household is positive and in isolation, but your child 
must now take a lateral flow test every day whilst the family member remains in 
isolation. Please have them do this first thing in the morning prior to them coming to 
school. 
 
Ongoing Risks 
It is absolutely crucial that we try to keep our classes open and children attending 
school. This will be extremely difficult in the coming weeks as the demand for a 
small stock of supply teachers will be intense. I have spoken to a number of supply 
agencies over the past few days and they are all reporting that schools have high 
numbers of teachers off work with Covid, and consequently that there simply aren’t 
enough supply teachers to go around. I fear that we will have occasions in the 
coming weeks when we will have to close classes as we can’t find supply teachers to 
cover absences amongst our own staff. 
 
If this happens, then you would have to have your children at home. If your child’s 
teacher is isolating but not unwell, they would obviously deliver home learning 
sessions. But if they were too unwell to do so, we wouldn’t have any spare staff who 
could do this. So it is imperative that we limit the risk of the virus coming into school 
and infecting the staff. Please do not send your children in if they feel unwell at all. 
If they seem unwell, please have them complete lateral flow tests as a precaution. 
We must err on the side of caution in order to keep our classes open and children in 
school. 
 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 


