
St Peter’s Church of England (VC) Primary School 
Mount Pleasant, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BE 
Telephone: (01622) 717335 
Email: office@stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk 
Website: www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk  
Headteacher: Mr Jim Holditch 
 

                                              

Established in 1856 

 
 

Tuesday 14th December 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Christingle Cancelled 
I am sorry to say that we are cancelling the Christingle service planned for Friday.  
 
Whilst we only have a small number of cases of Covid within our school population at 
the moment, I know of three local schools which are seeing very significant outbreaks 
– and these are just three schools I know of. The situation today seems to be radically 
different from the end of last week, and it would appear that we are now returning to 
a situation where there is a greatly increased risk of infection. 
 
KCC and the DfE aren’t requiring us to cancel anything – but they have told 
Headteachers to make local decisions based on our own judgements and the situation 
within our communities. 
 
Reverend Ruth and I agreed that having more than 300 people together in the church 
wasn’t wise at this point. Aylesford Primary have also cancelled their Christingle, for 
the same reason. The children will make a Christingle in class on Friday afternoon, 
which they will bring home. School will end at 3pm on Friday as usual. 
 
I am trying to tread a sensible path between continuing with as many activities as I 
can, whilst also minimising the risk to you and your children. The last thing I want is 
for children to contract the virus during this final week, as the isolation period would 
then extend over Christmas itself. Hence, I think it is sensible to cancel or amend any 
indoor gatherings which could pose an increased risk of infection. 
 
As a result of this, today’s Xmas factor performances have been moved from the hall 
to the playground. The show will go on, it will just be slightly chilly. 
 
Tomorrow’s SPSA Fayre will also go ahead, but again it will be outdoors. The stalls will 
be spaced out in the playground and you will be able to visit them at 3pm when school 
ends. 
 
We won’t have a Rock Steady concert on Thursday. If the situation allows, we will 
reschedule this for the New Year. 
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We aren’t holding anymore assemblies this week, as it is an unnecessary risk to have 
200 of us in the hall together for an extended period. However, we are continuing 
with Christmas lunch tomorrow as planned. This obviously can’t be moved outdoor, 
and losing this would be a real loss to the children, so we are retaining this. Our normal 
lunch service remains as is, because it is already organised to limit the number of 
children in the hall at any one time. 
 
I am very sorry to cancel Christingle, but with other local schools now reporting major 
outbreaks, I can’t quite see how we can go ahead with this, when the consequence 
could be that our children catch the virus and have to isolate over Christmas. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 


