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Thursday 2nd December 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Nativity Precautions 

As it stands, the nativity performances can still take place next week. However, we 
are responsible for the safety of those of you attending the performances, and have 
had to complete risk assessments to identify what precautions we must take to keep 
you safe. 
 
I really ask you to work with us. This is a similar situation to last July when we staged 
our sports day. The guidance then was that we could hold a sports day providing that 
we ensured everyone’s safety. We’re back in that situation again. We want the nativity 
to go ahead, but we must have your co-operation please. 
 
There will be hand sanitiser at the door. Please sanitise your hands as you enter the 
village hall. Unless you are exempt – and you will need to email our office to confirm 
that you have been deemed to be exempt – you will be required to wear a mask whilst 
in the hall.  
 
Finally, we have to ventilate the hall, and that means keeping the French doors and 
windows open throughout the performance. It will be cold, particularly for those of 
who unfortunate enough to be in seats next to the windows. Please come with 
sufficient warm clothing. Since the pandemic started, we have been forced to keep 
our classroom windows open. It has been a cold experience. But the authorities have 
long stressed to us that ventilation is the most important means of minimising risk of 
infection. Despite the cold, I will have no choice but to keep the doors and windows 
of the village hall wide open. So please dress accordingly. 
 
As long as the restrictions aren’t tightened between now and next week, the nativity 
will take place. Let’s hope that we don’t lose it as we did last year. It is the most 
magical part of Christmas for me and I am sure that many of you share that feeling 
too. 
 
Sutton Valence Prep School 

Some of you may remember that prior to the pandemic, SVPS kindly hosted one of 
our year groups at their school for a couple of days. The children completed an art 
project under the guidance of the SVPS Head of Art, Mrs Andrea Savage. Andrea was 
a colleague of mine when I was Headteacher at Headcorn. 
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SVPS have now renewed their link with us. As of January, Mrs Savage will be teaching 
art to our KS2 children every Thursday morning. She is a highly experienced art 
teacher and I know that the children will love working with her. SVPS are providing 
Andrea’s services for free. They want to support state schools and community groups, 
and allowing Andrea to teach here, for the remainder of this academic year, is a way 
of doing so. It is incredibly generous move on their part. 
 
Their generosity means that Mrs Beacher, Miss Burgess and Mrs Francis can all have 
their PPA release time together, on a Thursday morning, when the children are being 
taught PE, music, French and art.   
 
Aylesford Christmas Fayre 

May I remind you that the Aylesford Christmas Fayre takes place this Saturday, from 
3-8pm! Hopefully the weather will be kind and everyone will be able to enjoy a 
wonderful community event. There will be arts and craft stalls, as well as food and 
drink vendors, and of course, Father Christmas will be in attendance. The proceeds 
from Father Christmas’ grotto are being donated to the school. It is very kind of 
Gallaghers to fund the village Fayre as they have. 
 
Buildings Update 

TMBC have completed the survey of the redundant public toilets and will soon meet 
with us to discuss the proposal that they are converted to a classroom to support our 
forest school activities in Coronation Gardens. 
 
The extension to the Lodge is all but finished. The new small classroom is already in 
use and we hope to have the rest of the build signed off and handed over to us by 
the end of next week. 
 
KCC have confirmed that they are definitely planning to build a small extension to join 
our Year R and Year 1 classrooms together. They will also remove the internal wall 
which divides the Year 1 class. This will be done over the coming summer and may 
allow us to admit a class of 30 pupils to next year’s intake.  The plans for the Lodge 
development are nearing completion and KCC hope to submit these for planning 
approval some time this month.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 


