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Wednesday 3rd November 2021 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Covid Update 
We continue to remain relatively untouched by the latest rise in the infection rate. 
Two more of our children tested positive over the half term break and obviously remain 
off school until they complete their period of isolation, but these are the only new 
cases of which we are aware. We continue to insist that you take your children for a 
PCR test immediately that they display any of the three accepted symptoms, so please 
do not send them in with a cough or raised temperature, as we will only ask that you 
come to collect them. 
 
Catch Up Programme 
We continue to review what we need to do in order to address the gaps in the 
children’s English and mathematics knowledge. A large percentage of each class are 
behind in their understanding in both subjects. Many children require us to re-cover 
the concepts from the previous academic year, as they haven’t grasped these 
sufficiently. We will struggle to cover the maths and English curriculum for the 
children’s current year groups, until they have a solid grasp of concepts from the 
previous year. This is a particular issue with mathematics, where new concepts build 
on prior knowledge. 
 
The only solution is to devote yet more time to English and maths, and that means 
cutting time from other subjects. As I have previously explained to you, we have 
already cut time from some subjects to achieve this; but we need to do more. Creative 
Thursdays will continue. Children will still come to school in PE kit and we will still 
deliver lessons in art, music, PE and MFL; but the time allocated to these subjects will 
be cut, so that we will have additional English/maths lessons on a Thursday. This 
change will come in the next few weeks. 
 
Book Viewing 
Next Thursday, we have book viewing in the classrooms. The rooms will be open from 
3-5pm for you to visit. Your children’s books will be out on their desk so that you can 
look through their work. Please feel free to do so, accompanied by your child if you 
so wish, so that they can talk to you about what they have been doing. 
 
We don’t require you to wear a mask whilst in the classroom, but we will keep doors 
and windows open and we ask that you respect others’ social distance please. I hope 
that having the two-hour period for the viewing will mean that parents are not all 
crowded into the rooms at once. 
 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


Parents’ Evening 
The week beginning 15th November is parents’ evening. I have decided that these will 
remain virtual for this round of meetings. The risk of having all of you in the hall over 
the course of one or two evenings is too great a risk when the infection rate is still 
high. Hence, we will be using the booking system as we did before, so that you can 
have a virtual meeting. Teachers will be contacting you with details. 
 
If the infection rate drops, we will subsequently return to physical meetings. We 
appreciate that some of you, particularly those who work away from Aylesford, 
actually prefer virtual meetings. Consequently, it is highly likely that our future practice 
will offer a choice of either virtual or physical meetings, so that we can satisfy people’s 
preferences. 
 
Prospective Parents Open Evening 
On Monday 15th November we are holding an Open Evening for parents who have 
children starting school this coming September. Obviously, this is particularly 
important for parents who are new to school, but some of you who already have 
children here may also like to come along. Please feel free to do so. The session runs 
from 6-7.15pm and you can come for 10 minutes or the full session. Staff and 
governors will be present, so you can ask whatever questions you wish, and you will 
be able to visit the Year R classroom.  
 
Head Boy and Girl 
Congratulations to Max and Ava-Grace, who are our new Head Boy and Head Girl. All 
of the prospective candidates had to give speeches to the whole school, outlining why 
they should be elected to the positions. Every child then had the chance to vote for 
their preferred candidates. Max and Ava should feel very proud that they were chosen 
by their peers, particularly when so many other strong candidates were standing 
against them. I am sure that they will fulfil their duties superbly. 
 
House Captains 
I know that this information went out on a bulletin previously, but can I add my 
congratulations to Faith and Edward, Ella and Jude, Erin and Jenson, and Scarlett and 
Liam, for have been elected House captains for Medway, Friars, Cossington and 
Kewlands respectively. Well done to you all! 
 
Buildings Update 
The extension in the Lodge should be finished on time, in the next three weeks. It will 
provide us with a suite of additional girls’ and boys’ toilets, access to the internal stairs 
which will mean that Year 3 no longer need to use the fire escape to get to their 
classroom, and a large removal room in which we can deliver intervention programmes 
and small group teaching which will aid our catch up programme. 
 
We remain in consultation with Tonbridge and Malling council about the fate of the 
redundant public toilets in Coronation Gardens. TMBC are proceeding very slowly in 
deciding whether to demolish the toilets or whether to convert them for school use. I 
will keep you informed of progress. 
 



KCC are now drawing up detailed plans for the redevelopment of the Mount Pleasant 
building. As well as remodelling and extending the Mount Pleasant building, the plans 
will also include an extension to the Year R and 1 classrooms which would join them 
together and create a shared space for both.  
 
Once the plans are finalised, they will be posted on the website for you to see. 
However, please understand that having plans drawn up doesn’t mean that KCC will 
definitely go ahead with the development - only that they are giving it serious 
consideration. We will remain in communication with KCC to stress how important this 
development is, in order to provide the school with classrooms and support rooms 
needed to deliver the best possible education to our children.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 
 


