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Tuesday 30th November 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Covid Update 
A number of parents have asked me about the implications for our school following the 
government’s announcements last week. May I please clarify that the government haven’t 
changed any of the procedures by which primary schools operate. They have advised 
secondary schools to implement the wearing of masks in communal areas, but there are no 
changes to the procedures which affect primary schools. Consequently, you are not required 
to wear masks when coming onto the school site. Obviously you may do so if you so choose. 
 
However, it is prudent for us to be aware that the situation may change and that we may be 
required to alter our plans. We have the key stage 1 nativity productions next week, and 
following that we have Christmas lunch, the SPSA grotto and our Christingle service in the 
church.  
 
As it stands at this moment, all of these events can go ahead. However, we are now drawing 
up contingency plans to see what can be salvaged should the restrictions alter in such a way 
that they have to be cancelled. Given the requirement for masks to now be worn on public 
transport and in shops, we have already decided that we will require them to be worn by 
adults attending the nativity performances and the Christingle.  
 
The situation may affect the Erasmus trip to Spain. The Belgian authorities have already 
blocked their school children from travelling abroad until the end of December. All we can do 
is to continue with our preparations and hope that the restrictions are eased so that the trip 
can go ahead. I will obviously keep you informed of the situation. 
 
Similarly, tomorrow we have a virtual meeting with the organisers of the Year 5/6 residential 
in France. We will be confirming the itinerary and costs. My apologies for the delay in getting 
information out to the parents whose children are involved in this trip, but it has involved 
some work to develop a new itinerary due to the number of venues in France that are either 
no longer in business or no longer open to visitors. We should be able to provide you with an 
itinerary and definite cost by the beginning of next week. We will also clarify the situation with 
regard to refunds should the trip have to be cancelled because of Covid restrictions in the 
summer. 
 
Covid Catch Up Plans 
Our Covid catch up plan is on the school website for you to read should you wish to do so. It 
sets out how we are spending our funds to address the gaps in the children’s learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Mathematics Support  
I mentioned previously that a considerable proportion of the children had not sufficiently 
grasped the fundamental maths concepts from last year. As a result of this, most of the year 
groups need to revisit the maths curriculum from the previous year to recover missed learning. 
We are devoting a greater proportion of our teaching time to mathematics in order to do this. 
 
In addition, we have decided to further support the teaching of the subject. As of the 
beginning of term 3, Mrs Rowe will be employed for four mornings a week, in addition to her 
role teaching Year R in the afternoons. Years 2, 3 and 4 will all have their maths lessons at 
different times, during the course of the mornings. When they are having these lessons, Mrs 
Rowe will take 8-10 children from each year group, and teach them separately. They will have 
their lessons in the new, small classroom which has been built as part of the new extension 
in the Lodge. 
 
This means that the class teacher will be left with around 16-18 pupils in the class, and can 
target teach to their exact needs, whilst Mrs Rowe does the same for her group. The class 
teacher may teach additional maths lessons to the whole class during the course of the week, 
to further support what is being done in these groups.  
 
We are now timetabling these sessions. We aim to also include a booster session for Year 1, 
when Mrs Rowe will be able to provide an additional lesson for a group of 8 or so children 
from that year group as well.  
 
Finally, we are also employing Mrs Henning for two additional afternoons a week. She will also 
use the new room from which to teach booster maths sessions to a group of 8-10 pupils from 
each of Years 5 and 6.  
 

These measures should allow the children to make accelerated progress in their learning and 
a vast majority return to age expected levels by the end of the academic year. Class teachers 
will contact parents before the end of term, to confirm who is being taught in which group. 
 
Whole Nut Hero 
You may not be aware that Mr Davis made an incredibly kind donation to the school long 
before I arrived here. He supplied our kitchen with an extremely expensive and advanced 
combi cooker. On top of donating it, he continues to service it for us. He came in over the 
half term and completed a service, replacing whatever parts had worn out. Without him, I 
would have to find many thousands of pounds to provide the kitchen with a similar piece of 
equipment. I thank him for his generosity and ongoing support, particularly when the only 
payment necessary is a particular chocolate bar that he enjoys and luckily, his children don’t. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 


