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Friday 8th October 2021 

Dear Parents 

Covid Update 

The DfE policy seems to be one of expecting the virus to move gradually through the primary 

school community. They wish schools to continue to operate as normal and to manage short-

term pupil absence as best we can.  

In all but a small percentage of cases, it remains that primary aged children do not become 

particularly unwell when they contract the virus. My own daughter is fine – just feral after 8 

days in the house. In most cases, if your child contracts Covid, it is likely that they will isolate 

for 10 days and then simply return to school. We will try to support your child as best we can 

during any absence, but as I have made clear before, we do not have sufficient staff to deliver 

remote learning to those who are absent whilst also teaching classes as normal. 

Our practices over the past two years aimed at preventing the spread of the virus. We are 

now moving back to normal practice, with an acceptance that we simply have to react to 

outbreaks of cases as best we can. 

Resumption of School Assemblies 

In light of this, as of next week we will be resuming whole school assemblies. I will lead these 

on Mondays and Fridays, whilst Mr Eastwood and Mrs Stone will do so on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays respectively. 

The school has returned to normal in a great many ways, but we have definitely lost some of 

the community feel that was previously so strong at St Peter’s. The children have always 

demonstrated high standards of behaviour and part of the reason for this was that we 

continually emphasised what was expected of them. Whole school assemblies were a 

particularly powerful means of developing shared values, because we could publicly praise 

good behaviour and discuss anything which was unacceptable. We have suffered from not 

being able to come together as a whole community.   

Playground behaviour is not as we would wish it, and we will be focussing on reinforcing what 

is and isn’t acceptable behaviour in the weeks to come.  

End of Term Church Service 

We are also able to resume our end of term church services. Reverend Ruth Peet is happy for 

us to use the church for the forthcoming harvest festival. We are also going to be able to 

invite a limited number of parents to join us.  
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We have to act sensibly. We now have 183 pupils at school and so with our staff, we will 

already have approximately 200 people in the church. We do not wish to fill it to absolute 

capacity as usually happens. Therefore, we would like to invite one adult from each family to 

join us for our harvest festival. This isn’t one for each child who is here; just one adult from 

each family. This will take us towards a total of 340 people being present, which is a sensible 

limit. We ask that all adults wear a mask whilst in the church. 

Please work with us. If you have younger children, particularly in buggies, please try to have 

someone look after them for the hour or so of the service. We want to accommodate parents 

on the vacant pews and fold out chairs at the back of the church without overcrowding 

everyone, and having younger siblings present will make this difficult. 

This term ends on Thursday 21st October, as the Friday is an inset day. Harvest festival is at 

1.15pm on the Thursday. It should last for an hour and we will then walk back to school. You 

will be able to collect your child from class once they have popped back in to collect their 

things. Please don’t worry if you can’t attend. We will obviously have the remaining children 

until 3pm as normal.  

Conkers 

We want to begin our conker championship next week. If your child wishes to take part, 

please try to find a few conkers for them. Please drill and string them, otherwise I have hours 

of work! If you can’t get out to find any, we have some spare as Miss Crouch has kindly found, 

drilled and stringed a great many for us to distribute. 

Children can play conkers in the playground as much as they want, but aside from this, next 

week we will organise our competition for Years 1-6 to find our school champion. So please 

send them in prepared if you can. 

Buildings Update 

The Lodge extension is proceeding apace, and should be finished on time in November. 

KCC have completed the initial stage of their feasibility study into whether our buildings can 

be altered to allow us to accommodate 30 pupils in each class. They are satisfied that the 

project has potential and consequently have commissioned detailed plans to be drawn up. I 

will let you know of further news, which I hope to have in term 2. 

Tonbridge and Malling Council are still drawing up plans to convert the toilets in Coronation 

gardens into a classroom for us to use for forest school and wildlife studies. The project had 

stalled but it is now being progressed and I hope to have firm news in a month or so. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 



 


