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Covid Update 

Monday 13th September 2021 

Dear Parents 

We have two further families with members who have tested positive for Covid 19. In one 
family, the sole child who attends our school is not one of those who has tested positive – in 
the second, one is a pupil who has tested positive on a lateral flow test and is awaiting the 
results of the subsequent PCR test. 

As I explained last week, whilst those who test positive must isolate just as before, primary 
school children no longer need to isolate after being in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive for Covid 19. However, all the children of these two families are currently 
remaining off school as a precaution against spreading the virus further. 

You may remember that when our staff began to catch the virus last November, I asked you 
to access PCR tests for your children as I feared they were carrying the virus asymptomatically. 
Many of you did, and we found more than 12 children who were positive but showing no signs 
of the virus. Children do not always display signs that they are carrying the virus. 

I would urge you to complete regular testing on your children as a matter of course. The 
possible spread of the virus amongst our pupils may have serious implications for those of 
you with more vulnerable family members; it certainly does for our efforts to maintain the 
children’s schooling.  

I haven’t access to a bank of supply teachers who can replace our own if they become ill. In 
the past we have used Mrs Maloney and Mrs Beacher to cover a majority of absences, but Mrs 
Maloney is now teaching Year 2 and Mrs Beacher will soon take over Year 3 when Mrs Paget 
begins her maternity leave.  

We also employed 3 teachers on a casual supply basis, but Mrs Rowe is now working in our 
Year R class and Mrs Humphries has moved away from this area. Hence we only have Mrs 
Burchfield still available to us. I am now working to build up a new bank of supply teachers, 
in order to be able to cover staff absences should the virus begin to infect the staff. 

If your child has a temperature, a cough or a loss of taste/smell, you must have them complete 
a PCR test and wait to receive a negative result before sending them into school. Please 
adhere to these requirements in order to help us control the rate by which the infection 
spreads. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 


