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Monday 19th July 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Details for September? 
Two weeks ago the DfE sent schools quite a brief outline of their guidelines for September 
2021. Their plan is for schools to largely return to normal operation. At present, they 
envisage doing away with staggered starts and ends to the school day, and an 
abandonment of class bubbles. The Local Authority haven’t produced anything additional 
which they are asking us to follow, so at present it seems that when schools resume in 
September, we will be operating with none of the existing restrictions. 
 
We are planning for this to be the case. However, as the infection rate is rising, none of us 
can be certain that the DfE guidance won’t alter before the new year starts. We will write to 
parents late in August to confirm what the DfE guidance is and how we will be operating. 
 
Thank you 
This has been the worst year of my career and one which I hope never to repeat. Too many 
of our school community have lost loved ones. Some of that loss is a result of Covid, some 
not. The pain for our colleagues, friends and parents has been the same, and we have 
struggled in our own way from seeing them suffer, whilst we could do so little to ease their 
pain. In addition to that, it has been awful to close the school yet again and to see children 
walk out of our gates. Let us all pray that next academic year is far removed from the 
tribulations we have suffered over the course of this one. 
 
Mrs Stone is recovered from her Covid infection and will be back in school to catch up after 
her period of isolation ends on Wednesday. Thankfully all but one of the seven staff 
members who contracted the virus have recovered quickly and fully. 
 
Whilst I appreciate that some of you wanted more from us, we have honestly done all that 
we can under the pressures and restrictions which were placed on us. A vast majority of you 
have recognised that and we greatly appreciate the messages of thanks which you have 
sent to the staff for all of their efforts this year.  
 
I also understand that parents have donated nearly £500 for the staff to have a social event 
as a way of saying thank you for this work. On behalf of everyone, can I please say how 
much we really appreciate this. Thank you. I am staggered by your generosity. With the 
recent rise in the infection rate and the outbreak here, we have decided to delay doing 
anything until the start of next term, when the situation may be safer and Mrs Stone is 
fighting fit to enjoy her WKDs. 
 
End of Year  
Tomorrow we will have all of the children back bar Year 6. Some of you have decided not to 
send your child in, which I understand. The children will come in, wearing uniform as normal 
and the teachers will not doubt organise fun activities for them.  
 



We would like to end the year with an online assembly tomorrow afternoon, just as we did 
during the last closure period. This will mean class teachers ensuring that the children 
whose image can’t be transmitted, are sitting off to one side and can’t be seen on the 
screen. We will make sure that this is the case. 
 
We will send a link out to you for the assembly which will begin at 2pm. Parents, 
grandparents and all of our isolating children are very welcome to dial in. This won’t be a 
Leavers’ Service as such, as we would rather do this physically over the summer, but we 
have asked each of the classes to think of some memories of this year which they can share 
with us all. 
 
Teams Training 
In Term 1 we will complete training on an IT system called Teams. Many secondary schools 
use this or something similar to deliver their remote learning. It is more capable than zoom 
as a vehicle through which to share documents with children and to collect their completed 
work. However, both we and the children will need practice before being able to use it. 
Hence we will complete training and we will then have the children use it in our computing 
lessons, so that should another lockdown occur, we can use Teams and not zoom to deliver 
remote learning. 
 
Year 6 Laser Experience 
I would like to thank Barry Stevens, one of our parent governors, as he covered the whole 
cost of Year 6’s laser experience. It was extremely kind of him to organise this and to cover 
the costs. The children at least had this last enjoyable experience before they finished 
primary school. 
 
FlyPast 
He also organised a helicopter flypast during Friday lunchtime! Barry’s father owns a 
helicopter and he kindly flew over the school for us and gave the children some excitement 
as he circled the playground. I was very jealous. 
 
Buildings Update 
The two storey extension will begin early in August. It is now scheduled to run until a 
planned completion date late in November. During construction, staff will be parking in the 
church car park and in the village car parks. 
 
When we return in September we will look at the access issue for Year 3, as they won’t have 
access to the internal stairs when needing to walk up to their classroom. We will assess 
whether they can use the fire escape as Year 6 do at present, or whether we need to 
implement an alternative system. 
 
Whilst the disruption will be unfortunate, by December we will have new and sufficient 
toilets for Years R-3, and a second floor removal room in which we can run booster and 
intervention groups. We also plan to make a mini library in this room for the KS1 reading 
books. 
 
Coronation Gardens’ Development 
TMBC are yet to decide whether they are prepared to hand the toilet building to us. They 
are compiling an exact cost for the required renovation work. If that compares favourably to 
the cost of demolition, then it is likely that we will indeed be given the building for our use. I 
hoped to know the decision before we broke up, but now expect to learn this when we 
return in September. 



Erasmus Update 
Our EU partners are still hoping to complete our final Erasmus project, the next stage of 
which involves two of our staff visiting our partner school in Poland, before we host children 
from Belgium, Poland, Spain and Romania, and our children then visit Spain and Romania. 
 
Like everything in life at the moment, I have only pencilled this into the school diary! If this 
next phase of the project has to be postponed because of Covid restrictions, then the 
project will be abandoned. However, in addition to the Erasmus project, we have 
independent links with two French primary schools and if the restrictions allow us, we intend 
to reinstate day trips across the Channel next year for some of our KS2 classes. 
 
Year 6 Transition 
The final trial of this year was closing the Year 6 bubble. It was awful to have to walk into 
their classroom and inform them that they had to go home. We will organise a Leaver’s 
Service for them in August so that they can leave their primary school in a suitable manner.  
 
Amongst so many of the things which they have lost this year, is the full transition to their 
new secondary schools. Mrs Birtwistle kindly sent me the link which is shown below. It has a 
number of very useful resources which the children and parents can use to discuss how they 
feel prior to joining their new secondary schools. I hope that it proves useful to them and I 
thank Mrs Birtwistle for sending it in. 
 
MHS primary transitions toolkit (mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk) 
 
 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 
 


