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Wednesday 14th July 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Today’s letter provides some further clarification on periods of isolation and the use of lateral 
flow tests, as well as important updates on normal school life. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests and Isolation 
There remains some confusion about the need to isolate. Whilst the government may be 
changing the isolation system after the 19th July, I have to follow the current requirements 
which are as follows. 
 
If your child has been in close contact within 48 hours of someone testing positive for Covid, 
they must isolate for 10 days. The ten day period starts from when they last had contact with 
that person. 
 
It doesn’t matter if you test your child the next day and they are negative – they must remain 
in isolation. You can test your child every day and get a negative result each time – it doesn’t 
matter, they must remain in isolation for the full ten days. 
 
The reason for this is that it is possible for the virus to be in their system and slowly developing. 
They may have contracted Covid and not test positive until the very end of the ten day period.  
 
It is a legal requirement that you remain in isolation if you have been told to do so. If you 
come out of isolation for no good reason, you are liable to be fined. 
 
Periods of Isolation for Our Children 
The isolation period for our Year 6 children starts from lunchtime on Monday 12th July, which 
takes them to Thursday 22nd July. 
 
We know now that Year 5’s last possible contact was at the end of school on Friday 9th July. 
Consequently Year 5 can only return to school for the final day, Tuesday 20th July. 
 
Mrs Stone has returned a positive PCR test. Her last contact with Year 4 was early Saturday 
10th July, which means they can also return for the final day on Tuesday 20th July. 
 
Staff Isolation and Remote Learning 
We now have seven members of staff who are isolating, confined to their home, just as your 
children are. Mr Eastwood, Mrs Francis and Miss Burgess are still trying to plan, prepare and 
deliver the best possible lessons for their classes. Obviously they have considerable restrictions 
in this, given that they can only access whatever is brought to them by colleagues or family 
members, as and when they are themselves free to do so.  
 
The three teachers will aim to replicate what was delivered during the school closure. 
However, those lessons were delivered by teachers who were free to gather resources from 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


school or wherever needed. Obviously they are far more restricted now. I thank them for their 
efforts in attempting to deliver the most comprehensive lessons possible. 
 
Staffing Changes 
Goodbyes 
I am very sorry to say that both Mrs Oag and Mrs Lomakin will be leaving the school staff. 
Mrs Oag not only works at our school, but also has a senior advisory role with the Local 
Authority’s Specialist Teaching Service. As her family grows, she has decided that it is time to 
balance her commitments and is reluctantly leaving her post here. She will be very sorely 
missed and we thank her for all of her hard work on behalf of our children. We have benefited 
greatly from her expertise and dedication.  
 
We have had a great many applicants for the vacant role and are interviewing next week. On 
Tuesday or Wednesday we will inform you of who we have appointed to the SENCo position. 
Mrs Oag will stay on staff during September in order to provide a hand over process to the 
new SENCo. 
 
Mrs Lomakin is sadly leaving us to take up a new role as a Teaching Assistant supporting SEN 
children at the school attended by one of her own children. After working here, she has 
decided that she wishes to work directly in the classroom, supporting children. I have no doubt 
that they will benefit greatly from her kind and caring manner, just as we have done. Again, 
we thank her for all that she has done for our school and wish her every happiness in this 
next chapter of her life. 
 
We are currently reviewing the staffing of the school office and once finalised, we will inform 
you of how we are covering the vacancy left by Mrs Lomakin’s departure. 
 
Hellos 
I am pleased to say that we have recruited two people to fill the vacant TA positions in next 
year’s Reception class. Mrs Sarah Jones is a qualified teacher who was attracted to the support 
position here because of our child centred ethos. She is very experienced and joins us from 
the nursery setting of primary school. In addition, Mrs Gemma Wenborn will also be moving 
to the Year R class after supporting a number of year groups across the school this year. I 
have no doubt that they will make a strong team along with Mrs Stone and Mrs Rowe.  
 
Pupil Assessment, Report Cards and Next Year’s Curriculum 
We have now completed a final round of assessments in English and mathematics, using the 
normal end of year test papers. We will be sending the results home to you next week. 
 
For Years 1-6, we will try to indicate how close your child is to the age expected level for 
writing, reading, spelling/punctuation/grammar and mathematics. Generally we have found 
that most children have made good progress since re-joining us in April, but that overall most 
of them have attainment levels below what would normally be expected. This is hardly 
surprising given the disruption to the year. 
 
The DfE have now published their guidance for next year’s curriculum. They have allowed 
schools the freedom to deliver a curriculum appropriate to our specific needs. We are urged 
to deliver a normal, broad, balanced whilst also providing a catch up programme to address 
any gaps in the children’s learning. 
 
As a result of this, we plan to continue with our current approach of trimming the curriculum 
in certain areas, in order to provide additional time for English and mathematics. It is 



particularly important that we address shortfalls in mathematical knowledge as new concepts 
cannot be introduced successfully if the children haven’t a sufficiently strong grasp of number 
and the basic operations. 
 
In order not to turn the children off school, we aren’t going to give English and mathematics 
an enormous bias over terms 1 and 2. Instead we intend to have an acceptable increased 
focus over the course of next year. We will assess the children’s attainment and progress over 
the year, just as we do now, and will make whatever adjustments are necessary to our 
curriculum in order to finish next year having addressed the attainment gap. 
 
Transition Days 
We had planned for next Monday to be a transition day which the children would spend with 
their new teachers in their new classrooms. This is obviously now cancelled as we only have 
3 teachers left in school, and we do not wish to have any more movement between bubbles 
than is absolutely necessary. 
 
Children in our new intake were due to come into school for a second stay and play session. 
Just as last year, we will now schedule this in the summer holidays so that they have the 
opportunity to become more familiar with their new classroom and teachers. Parents of 
children joining us will be advised of a date for this rescheduled session. 
 
Leavers’ Service and the End of Year  
Possibly the lowest point of a particularly difficult year was seeing our Year 6 children walk 
out of school for the final time, some in tears, with no fuss or fanfare after 7 years at St 
Peter’s. It was an upsetting and emotional day for them and for us. We had planned a Leavers’ 
Service for them, albeit a reduced one to comply with the restrictions, but obviously now that 
is gone as well.  
 
However, provided the situation will allow us, we will identify a date in August when we will 
invite them and their parents back to school for an alternative Leavers’ Service. The Year 6 
children have also requested a camp out which again, Covid allowing, we will try to organise 
in the summer, possibly alongside the service. We don’t want to let their primary school life 
end the way it has. 
 
Provided there are no cases of Covid in Years R-3, we hope to have the whole school bar Year 
6 back for the very last day of the academic year. Given the obvious outbreak, we cannot hold 
any type of physical assembly or event in which we bring the children together, but we will 
hold our usual virtual assembly as well as plan for each class to have a suitably relaxed, 
enjoyable and celebratory day within their own bubbles. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 


