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Friday 18th June 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Year Group Allocations 
The teachers and I have discussed the year group allocations for the coming academic year. 
It is good practice for teachers to spend 3-4 years teaching a particular year group, and to 
then move. I know from many years’ experience of talking to parents that a great many have 
the misguided notion that it is a promotion for teachers to be moved to year groups further 
up the school! This isn’t the case. We try to give teachers experience of teaching across the 
primary age range to some extent, so that they all develop an appreciation of where the 
children are coming from in terms of prior learning and what we are trying to prepare them 
for as they move up the school. So please expect teachers to move year groups periodically, 
both up and down the age ranges. 
 
Having said that, we aren’t moving any teachers for the coming year. We have had two 
appallingly disrupted years, and the children have had to cope with a great deal of change 
and uncertainty. Consequently we have decided that it makes sense to have a period of 
continuity. Thus, all teachers are remaining in their current year groups for the coming 
academic year.  
 
The only change is to the room allocations as I have mentioned before. The Year 6 class, still 
taught by Mr Eastwood, is moving into the room currently used by Year 4.  Next year’s Year 
3, still taught by Mrs Paget, will move into the room vacated by Year 6. The current Year 3 
are remaining in their existing classroom next year as they become Year 4 and will be taught 
by Miss Burgess. 
  
Inset Day Changes 
We have confirmed the final inset days for next year – and made one alteration to the days 
which we had previously sent out to you. My apologies if this affects any plans which you 
have made. I hope that it is sufficiently far in the future that it doesn’t do so. The inset days 
are now as follows: 
 
1st September 
22nd October 
21st and 22nd February 
22nd July 
 
We retain the very first day of the academic year as an inset day and we are taking the very 
last day of the academic year as well.  
 
The last day of term one, 22nd October, is also now an inset day. To accommodate this, 23rd 
February is no longer an inset day. 
 
We had originally planned to have our harvest festival on 22nd October. Because it is now an 
inset day, Harvest Festival will now take place on Thursday 21st October. 
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Camp Outs 
I am afraid that we are struggling to find any offsite adventurous activities for Years 5 and 6 
to do in place of their cancelled residential. Those centres still in operation have no availability. 
If we can find anything for them in these coming weeks, we will do so.  However, we can 
have camp outs. Fuller details will follow, but we have already set the dates: 
 
Year 4 – Friday 9th July 
Year 5 – Friday 2nd July 
Year 6 – Friday 16th July 
 
All of the children in each year group will get the chance to camp out in Coronation Gardens. 
You will need your own tents, sleeping bags etc. There will be a sufficient number of staff 
camping with the children, to ensure sufficient supervision and safety.  
 
We ask that the children go home after school, eat and then come back to school at an 
appointed time in the evening. We will have a barbecue, games and no doubt a water fight 
or the like, before settling down to a relaxed and quiet night’s sleep. As I have said, full details 
will come out to you from each of the class teachers. 
 
Headteacher Swap Day 
We usually have Headteacher swap day, when children can enter into a draw to become 
Headteacher for the day and I join their class as a pupil. Previously I have been accused of 
scribbling on other children’s work, drawing on their hands and of carrying a water pistol. I 
can vouch for the fact that our children will readily tell the teacher to get me into trouble. 
 
Because of Covid we didn’t get to do this last year. We are doing it this year. However, we 
aren’t opening this up to the whole school. We thought that as one tiny recompense for all 
that they have lost, we would make this a Year 6 event this year. They will get the chance to 
enter into a draw to become Headteacher and I will spend the day as a new boy in the class. 
We’ve pencilled in Friday 9th July. My catapult, water pistol and caps are looking forward to it. 
 
Ice Bucket Challenge 
Mrs Stone is organising another ice bucket challenge. Children will again get the chance to 
vote for which member of staff they want to see soaked. We will organise the event so that 
all of the children can watch it happen, whilst we remain within the government’s guidelines. 
 
Last time it was Mr Eastwood who was voted for by the children. When I spoke to him 
yesterday about this forthcoming challenge, I suggested that we give the children free ice 
cream whilst they watched whoever is selected get wet. He said no, the children are terrible, 
awful people and definitely didn’t deserve an ice cream. Thought you may wish to share that 
information with them as they decide who to vote for…. 
 
Circus 
I want to thank Helen Tynan, our Chair of Governors, for putting us in touch with Stuart the 
Circus man. Stuart came in yesterday and everyone seemed to have a wonderful time learning 
circus skills. It was lovely to at least have a taste of our old normality, with exciting visitors 
coming into school to work with the children. We will look at getting Stuart back in for a day 
during the coming academic year. 
  
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 



 
 
 
 
 


