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Wednesday 16th June 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update on certain important areas. 
 
Covid Prevention and School Operation 
I have again spoken with the Local Authority to confirm when children should be kept off 
school and tested for Covid. Their policy remains that children should only stay off school if 
they have one of the three original symptoms – a loss of taste/smell, a new continuous cough, 
or a temperature. If your child displays one of these symptoms, they and any siblings must 
stay off school and you must have a PCR test carried out on the child who is symptomatic. 
They and any siblings can only return to school if they test negative for Covid. 
 
KCC haven’t updated their policy despite evidence from the past year. We know that diarrhoea 
and sickness are also possible indicators that children are carrying Covid. Early evidence now 
appears to show that if children become infected with the Delta variant, they can also display 
symptoms such as headaches and a runny nose.  
 
I have to follow KCC policy and hence cannot insist that you have your children tested for 
Covid if they have sickness/diarrhoea, or if they have cold like symptoms. Neither can I insist 
that you keep children off school if they have siblings at home with any of these symptoms. 
However, I would strongly suggest that you do so. For everyone’s sake it is imperative that 
we contain any further spread of the virus. If it comes back into the school, we would have 
to suspend infected classes and the children’s education would be affected once more.  
 
Despite the Local Authority guidance remaining at the original accepted three symptoms, I 
would urge you to get you children tested, even with a lateral flow test, if they have 
sickness/diarrhoea or if they exhibit cold like symptoms. 
 
Sports Day and Leavers’ Service 
The DfE guidance to schools remains unchanged and will remain so for the remainder of the 
academic year. The DfE realise that this has implications for sports days and leavers’ services, 
and they have sent additional guidance which covers these specific events.  
 
We are not allowed to mix the classes during sports day. Hence we cannot run our normal 
event which has the children organised into their houses for the round robin part of the 
morning. We can only organise class races/events. Also, and crucially, parents can only attend 
if we can manage you into distinct groups of no more than 30 people. It would be up to us to 
organise and police this. I am afraid that we simply don’t have the capacity to do so.  
 
As a result, we won’t be holding a whole school sports day this year. Instead, we are going 
to try to arrange something for each class, which the parents of those children can attend. 
We hope to be able to organise something which will stay within the guidelines set out for us. 
We will contact you in the coming weeks with more details.  
 



Similarly we won’t be able to host a whole school leavers’ assembly which all parents will be 
able to attend. Again, we simply can’t manage parents into distinct groups of 30. We will 
definitely organise a leavers’ service, but this will only be for the Year 6 parents. It will be 
outdoor as is required by the guidelines. Again, we are now looking at what we can organise 
and when. 
 
Outlook for the coming Academic Year 
We don’t yet know what the guidance will demand of us for the coming academic year. We 
don’t know if we are going to be asked to deliver a full curriculum or whether this will remain 
suspended whilst we focus on catch up programmes. We believe that the intention is for 
schools to return to a normal curriculum.  
 
We have drawn up a School Improvement Plan with this in mind and it will go to governors 
for approval, but we won’t share it with you until we know exactly what we are being directed 
to do. Once we know, we will revise our SIP if needed and it will then be shared with you. 
 
However, there are some developments which we are able to put into place despite the 
uncertainty. 
 
PE Provision for 2021/22 
We will continue with our Creative Thursdays as normal. Miss Price and Mrs Butcher will 
continue to deliver our PE programme on a Thursday. Chloe Ayling, our professional tennis 
coach, is being employed to work for the whole year and she will come into school every 
Wednesday. She will deliver her usual tennis lessons for two half terms, but she will also teach 
two other sports over the remainder of the year. So, our entire PE curriculum will be delivered 
by specialist and high quality sports coaches. 
 
For term 1, their input will be supplemented by Adrian Crust, who will again deliver a block of 
cricket lessons to our Key Stage 2 classes. He is funded by the Chance to Shine organisation. 
We are extremely fortunate to have our PE lessons delivered by such high calibre coaches. 
 
Modern Foreign Language Lessons 
We suspended our MFL lessons this year as we wanted to minimise the number of teachers 
moving between bubbles. Miss Cavender and Mrs Paget teach French and Spanish to the 
whole school and the guidance was that teachers shouldn’t teach across year groups. 
However, we plan to reinstate this in September. 
 
With Miss Cavender leaving, we need to recruit for our MFL provision. Mrs Maryline Maurez 
currently provides private French lessons at the school. She is being employed on a Thursday 
morning to teach French to certain year groups. We have yet to decide which years will be 
taught French and which will be taught Spanish, but as of September, all of our children, 
including Year R, will be taught a foreign language once a week. You will still be able to pay 
Mrs Maurez to deliver additional private French lessons for your child if you so wish. 
  
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 


