
Claude in the City: Year 2 Teaching Activities for Term 5 

 

S&L 
 

 Listening to the story being read in stages by teacher 

followed by discussion of the events 

 Discussion of similar experiences of cities, museums etc.  

 Focus on ‘talking’ writing first to plan what is going to be 
written  

 
  
 

Spelling 
 

 Spelling lessons, practice sessions and tests 

weekly each focusing on a different curriculum 

spelling objective and necessary common 
exception words 

 Dictation lessons to practice writing from 

memory and the spelling of the common 
exception words 

 Classroom displays and word/phonic cards to be 

used at all times to assist spelling 

 ‘Have a go’ books to be introduced 
 

 

Handwriting 
 

 Joined handwriting modelled in all 

displays, worksheets and whiteboard 
writing  

 Expectation and reminders of joined 

handwriting for most children 

 Dedicated practice lessons early in the 
term to teach joins and establish 

expectations 
 

Composition 

 

 Range of written pieces to be produced during the term: writing the rest 
of the story to predict outcomes, letter from main character, persuasive 

guide book and independent assessment piece of a guide book to the 

school, wanted poster to practice description and factual report on 
imagined events 

 Lessons focused on editing and response to marking, with redrafting 

introduced when necessary 

 Lessons to plan writing, plus shared and modelled writing to provide 
support on structure and ideas 

 
 

 

 

VGP 
 

 Shared writing to model planning work to include suffix words and all 

taught punctuation 

 Staged success criteria used to provide differentiated guidance on 
what children should include in their writing 

 Spelling and, where needed, dedicated grammar lessons to teach the 

application of suffixes and punctuation 

 Editing lessons to focus on redrafting work so it includes the full range 
of these objectives.  

 English displays in classroom to display example sentences that 

children can adapt and ‘borrow’ for their writing 
 

Word Reading 
 

 Each child to be heard reading once a week (ideally, once a fortnight at 

least) 

 Expectation that all children will read at home at least 4 times a week, 
ideally daily, or be read to. 

 Encouragement of increased speed when reading 

 Classroom displays and word/phonic card to be used and referred to to 

support sounding out of longer and unfamiliar words 
 

  
 

Reading Comprehension 
 

 Reading comprehension lessons that use a range of texts at 

differentiated levels to provide discrete practice at retrieval and 
inference 

 Questioning during individual reading to be used to assess 

comprehension and aid discussion about the text 

 Daily story time of a story above the level most children will read for 
themselves, with discussion about useful words and examples of good 

writing 

 


