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Tuesday 25th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Parents’ Forum 
We held our parents’ forum last week. We only had 8 families represented 
unfortunately. This rather limits the usefulness of the exercise as a way of accurately 
gauging parental satisfaction. Consequently we will run our usual parent and pupil 
surveys in term 6. These will give you another means of telling us how happy you are 
with the operation of the school. I want to thank those parents who did come along 
and gave us both their views on how the school has dealt with the demands of the 
past year and ideas for us to consider as we go forward. 
 
Parent Evenings 
At the forum, parents asked us to extend our parents’ consultation meetings from the 
usual ten minutes. The teaching staff are happy to do so and hence you will have a 
15 minute appointment with your child’s class teacher. You don’t need to fill the 15 
minutes, but the extra time is there for a more in depth discussion should you wish it. 
Links for these virtual meetings will come out closer to the time. 
 
Communication 
The DfE restrictions have rightly prioritised taking every step possible to limit the 
transmission of the virus to children and staff, and this has meant that parents have 
had little opportunity to come onto the school site. However, I still purposely open the 
gates in Coronation Gardens every morning and afternoon so that I remain available 
to answer any questions which you may have. If you wish to ask anything of me, walk 
down and take the opportunity to do so. Mr Eastwood is on the side gate every 
afternoon, and as a member of our Senior Leadership team, he is also able to answer 
questions which you may have. 
 
We knew that communication would inevitably suffer during the lockdown. This is why 
we set up the class email accounts. We wanted to provide you with another avenue 
by which to communicate with your child’s teacher. However, can I just make it clear 
that the teachers may not respond to emails over the weekend. If they are free and 
inclined to do so, I am sure that they will – but I have directed them to try to ignore 
school emails on Saturday and Sunday. So, please don’t expect a reply to something 
you send at the weekend.  
 
Similarly, on weekdays their priority must be the preparation and delivery of lessons. 
I generally do not allow teachers to read and answer emails during lesson time. So 
they will only respond to emails during the limited free time they have during the day. 
  



 
School Video 
Parents at the forum requested that we make a video tour of the school so that they 
can see the classrooms. We can’t do so during the day as a great many children cannot 
have their images recorded and transmitted. It is neither possible nor fair to remove 
children from lessons whilst we record the classroom in operation. However, one of 
our governors, Mr Barry Stevens, has kindly offered to tour the school after 3pm to 
film each room. We will involve members of the school council and Head boys and 
girls who will describe what you are seeing. The video will be completed early next 
term. 
 
Facebook 
Miss Burgess set up a school Facebook page many months ago. The demands of the 
pandemic meant that we left it untouched for a considerable period of time. However, 
we are now posting information to it. Each class will post pictures or updates every 
few weeks or so as a further way of keeping you informed about life in school. 
 
Elmer Fundraising 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent sponsored walk to raise funds 
for the Heart of Kent Hospice. I am really pleased to report that our school community 
raised over £1700 for this wonderful cause. Well done to everyone who participated! 
 
Royal Engineers Laptops 
Our MP, Tracey Crouch, has been working hard to support local schools during the 
lockdowns and school closures. I thank her for everything she has done on behalf of 
local children. One project involved her liaising with the Royal Engineers at Brompton 
barracks. Their soldiers use tablets when completing their engineer training. The 
tablets are updated and replaced regularly. The Royal Engineers have kindly wiped 
and reconfigured their old tablets and passed them on to local schools. We have just 
received fifteen. I have been assured that nothing our children will do can result in 
military satellites having orbits altered, or submarines re-routed. The tablets will 
provide a very welcome extra boost to our IT lessons, just as their being delivered by 
a young soldier in uniform gave a boost to certain members of our staff. 
 
I thank both Tracey Crouch and Brigadier Peter Rowell at the Royal School of Military 
Engineering for their support in this.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 


