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Monday 24th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Reports 
We have finalised the format for the forthcoming reports, which are due out to you 
Friday 2nd July. The format reflects the focus we have in school at present. 
Academically we are concentrating our efforts on addressing shortfalls in the children’s 
English and mathematics, and consequently we are spending an increased amount of 
time teaching these two subjects. We are covering other subject areas, but not all of 
them and not to quite the same degree as we would usually. We are spending more 
time on PSHE, with the children having regular circle time to discuss their feelings. 
This allows them to air any concerns and for teachers to deliver activities aimed at 
redeveloping relationships between the children and a wider feeling of cohesion. 
 
Hence the forthcoming written reports will focus on the children’s current attainment 
levels in English and mathematics. We will try to provide you with an indication of 
what these are in comparison with what might have been expected of the children, 
had this year not been disrupted, as well as what steps need to be taken to address 
any issues. We will also report on how the children have settled back into school, and 
how they are engaging with those elements of the wider curriculum which we are 
delivering. 
 
We are currently completing a delicate balancing act in school. We have to remain 
within the guidelines stipulated by the DfE, whilst we try to provide increasing 
normality for the children; and we do this whilst also addressing issues which have 
inevitably arisen after two disrupted years of education. It isn’t an easy path to tread. 
However I take comfort from the fact that I now take my life in my hands each morning 
when opening the school gate, as a horde of children burst into Coronation Gardens 
eager to get into school. We are definitely well down the path towards normality. 
 
Extra-Curricular Clubs 
As a further step towards this, teaching staff will begin running extra-curricular clubs 
in term 6. These will not be academically focussed, with the exception of my Year 5 
club which will focus on reasoning and mathematics skills. All other clubs will provide 
a release from study. We want to provide a balance between the extra academic focus 
which is necessary in class, and the need for the children to simply enjoy being 
together and at school. 
 
 
 
 



Circus and Animal Visit 
With this in mind, we have a circus skills workshop at school on Thursday 17th June. 
Each of the classes in turn will spend 30-40 minutes in the hall learning simple circus 
skills. We have risk assessed the activity and feel that we can use the hall safely to 
deliver what we hope will be an enjoyable experience for the children. 
 
Separately, on 6th July, Year R will have a visit from an Animal Experience! A host of 
insects and interesting animals will be brought in for the children to see and possibly 
handle. It will be interesting to see whether the children or animals are more anxious 
of each other. 
 
SPSA Bingo 
The SPSA are running another bingo night this Thursday. Please join us for what is a 
really enjoyable evening. The SPSA are continually discussing how they can best 
support the children whilst the restrictions on social gatherings remain. It is difficult 
whilst we remain unable to use the school site itself for events. I am very appreciative 
of their hard work – thank you to all involved. 
 
Erasmus 
Obviously our planned Erasmus project has been stalled by the pandemic. However, 
we remain in communication with our European partners. We still have visits to 
Poland, Romania and Spain to complete. We have decided to aim for terms 1 -3 next 
year for these trips. However, if circumstances mean that they still can’t be completed, 
we will then abandon the project and simply complete virtual activities.  
 
This is our last Erasmus venture as we cannot participate in any future projects 
following our departure from the EU. However, we maintain our links with two schools 
in France and once life returns to normal we will resume day trips to visit them, as 
well as welcoming their children to St Peter’s.  
 
Citizens 
It is a shame that we can no longer have you join us for our live assemblies, but it 
simply isn’t possible because of the number of children whose image cannot be shared 
via the internet. However, we are continuing with the assemblies internally. The 
citizens’ tea parties are taking place and they provide me with a welcome release from 
normal pressures. This week’s heated debate was on how much easier it is to eat the 
wafer sections on bourbon biscuits than on jammy dodgers.   
 
Our citizens last week were Albie, Evie, Nancy, Emma, Jack, Kaine, Max and Max. This 
week we have Freddie, Arlo, Frankee, Dhanesh, Jamie, Kyla and Aimee. Very well 
done to all of them! 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Jim Holditch 
 


