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Dear Parents, 

Updated Government Guidelines 

Last week the government published their updated guidance to schools. However, there are 
virtually no changes to what was already in place, and the few changes which have been made 
do not affect us. The restrictions on our practice remain as they were. The Local Authority 
expect schools to follow the national guidance and they won’t support any deviation from it.  

We had already moved from the national guidance when we allowed the different bubbles to 
mix at break time when on the playgrounds. I made this alteration in light of the easing of 
restrictions in wider society. As the children are now allowed to mix in the parks after school 
and to participate in organised sports clubs in the evenings and weekends, I genuinely 
expected the restrictions on outdoor play in schools to be eased – but they remain as they 
were. 

The children have benefitted enormously from being able to play and socialise more freely 
when outdoors at break time. It was immediately noticeable how happy they were at having 
their playgrounds returned to normal. The government’s own evidence states that the risk of 
transmission when outdoors is low. Consequently we are not going to reinstate the 
segregation. However, we cannot alter our practice in any further way – the Local Authority 
have made that very clear to us. 

This situation has ramifications for the planned sports day as we cannot group the children 
by houses. As has been the case for the past year, we have outline plans for this and other 
future events and we will develop these in detail, as the events approach, according to the 
situation and the restrictions in place. 

 

Current Guidelines Regarding Isolation and Testing 

Some parents have requested that we reiterate the situation with regard to staying off school 
when ill or displaying symptoms of Covid.  

 

 

 



The Local Authority’s position remains that: 

 If any member of your family displays any of the three accepted symptoms of Covid – 
an increased temperature, new and persistent cough, or loss of taste/smell, your 
whole family must isolate and the person displaying symptoms must complete a PCR 
test – not a lateral flow test! When displaying symptoms, it must be a full PCR test. 

 All members of the family must remain in isolation until you receive the results of that 
test. If it is negative, the family members can resume normal life. If it is positive, you 
will be given information on what actions to take.  

 If it is your child who tests positive, please inform us immediately as we will have to 
suspend their bubble.  

 We now have ‘normal’ bugs causing sickness, diarrhoea and general flu like symptoms 
in both adults and children. In some cases this is accompanied by chesty coughs. 

 Whilst tummy upsets have been identified as an additional possibly indicator of Covid 
in children, the Local Authority’s position is that children should only access a PCR test 
if they display one of the three previously stated accepted symptoms, of cough, 
temperature, loss of smell/taste. 

 Hence, if your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they should remain off school for 48 
hours after their last bout of such, and may then return to school as normal.  

 Siblings do not have to be removed from school if a brother or sister has a sickness 
bug.  
 

 If your child catches a cold or the flu, please act responsibly. The last thing we need 
now is for illness to spread amongst our community. If your child has a mild cold, send 
them to school as you would usually. If they are developing the flu, please don’t. 

 You always have the option of accessing a lateral flow test for your child if you need 
some reassurance that they are not carrying Covid. 

 

Homework 

Starting this week, the teachers will be sending home a greater amount of homework than is 
our norm. You may remember that we planned to do so in November, but obviously Covid 
then hit us and the school closed. The children are now settled back into school and we will 
be setting homework as a further means of helping the children to catch up on lost learning.  

We are extremely conscious that parents have had an extended period of trying to support 
their children at home, during the lockdown. As a result of this, we are limiting our approach 
to just one weekly activity, in addition to the normal reading, spelling, and in some year 
groups times tables activities.  

 

 

 



We have found that whilst the children’s reading has generally progressed well during 
lockdown, their comprehension skills have suffered. This means that they are less skilled at 
reading a text and actually taking in what they are reading. We need to redevelop this skill. 
We are also working to consolidate the children’s understanding of the core mathematical 
concepts for their year groups and from the year groups below them. Before we tackle more 
subsidiary mathematical concepts, we need the children to have a secure knowledge of 
number and the basic operations.  

You can expect homework activities which focus on reading comprehension and mathematics 
to accompany what is usually sent home. With two small children myself, I fully appreciate 
how difficult it can be to find the time to support children whilst they complete homework. 
We accept that not everyone will be able to do so. However, anything you can do at home 
will support our efforts in school 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 


