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Tuesday 20th April 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that you all enjoyed the Easter break despite the snow flurries. I really enjoyed seeing the 
children come back into school yesterday, wearing their uniform. Let’s just hope that the return to 
some degree of normality can continue. 
 
Break Times 

Obviously these past few weeks have seen an easing of restrictions within our society. There is now 
more freedom for children to mix outside of school. They are enjoying going to parks and 
participating in organised sports once again. Those who play for organised sports teams are mixing 
with children from different schools. The current advice is that mixing outdoors is of minimal risk.  
 
As a result of this, we are altering our practices so that they mirror what is now allowed outside of 
school. This includes altering our playtime arrangements. The school playgrounds will no longer be 
divided with separate areas for separate classes. Key Stage 1 and 2 will still have separate morning 
breaks. However, the different classes in each Key Stage will share the playgrounds. The children 
will mix outdoors during the breaks. 
 
Lunch Service 

We are also altering the organisation of our lunch service. Over the Easter break, the hall store was 
demolished and removed. This has provided us with considerably more space in the hall. As a 
consequence, we can comfortably seat up to three classes in the hall at any one time and have a 
fourth coming in to start their lunch as one class finishes and leaves. This means that we can 
dispense with our rigid three sittings, which start at 11.30, and return to a normal 12-1 lunch break. 
The Year R children have been getting hungry during the afternoons as a result of eating so early 
in the day, so this is a welcome alteration to our schedule. 
 
As usual, details of the lunchtime organisation will be posted on our website for you to look at if you 
so wish. 
 
Morning Drop Off 

We are also altering the organisation of Drop Off in the morning. As of Monday 26th April, the 
following system will be in place.  
 
We will continue to use both Coronation Gardens and the Mount Pleasant side gate. Both will be 
opened at 8.30 until 8.40 and children will be able to come in and go straight to their classes just 
as they did normally, long long ago!  
 
We are keeping Coronation Gardens as an entrance in order to provide sufficient separation for 
parents whilst dropping the children off. Please use your common sense to avoid gathering at the 
gates. You have a ten minute window in which to drop your children. Please do so and move away 
from the school surroundings in order to prevent crowding. 
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Lone KS2 children should come through Coronation Gardens and lone KS1 children through the 
Mount Pleasant gate. However, if you have children in both Key Stages, they should come in together 
through whichever entrance you prefer.  
 
Year R parents are asked to now send their children in through the Mount Pleasant gate 
unaccompanied so that they can walk to the Year R classroom on their own. We would hope that all 
Year R children would be doing this by now in normal times. If any of you do experience problems 
with this, please speak to Mrs Stone. 
 
Collection at the End of School 

However, we will be keeping our staggered end to the day. We don’t want all of you having to gather 
around the school at 3pm. So for now we will maintain the current arrangements we have for 
collecting the children. 
 
Extra-Curricular Sports Clubs 

Miss Price will begin her extra-curricular sports clubs from week 3 of this term. You will soon be 
receiving information about which clubs are being offered on which nights.  
 
Toilet Extension 

Planning approval for the two-storey toilet block extension has been granted and it is expected that 
work will begin in July before the Summer holidays. The Lodge will then have sufficient toilets for 
the four classes of children over there. The second storey provides a removal room in which we can 
deliver specialist interventions and support programmes. 
 
Year 5/6 Residential 

I am afraid that the Year 5/6 residential won’t be going ahead this year. The Swattenden Centre 
staff contacted us on the last day of term to inform us that they wouldn’t be in a position to re-open 
this Summer. They need more certainty before being able to organise their activities and staffing 
levels as would be required to host school parties. 
 
I am really disappointed, particularly for the Year 6 children, who have now lost both this and last 
year’s residential trips. I will try to find something as an alternative, even if it is just activity days at 
places such as Bewl Water. I don’t quite know what will be available but we will try to organise 
something for the Year 5 and 6 children so that they have a memorable end to this academic year. 
 
Mrs Rein is processing the refunds, which will be made to you over the next two weeks. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 


