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Dear Parents, 

We are looking forward to welcoming the children back on Monday! It will be lovely to see 
them all back in school.  

We appreciate that some may be a little nervous at returning. Certainly they will need some 
time to slip back into their normal routines. Our priority next week is to dispel any anxieties 
and to make them all feel comfortable about being back in school. In lessons, we will be 
focussing on English and maths, as well as PE and daily circle time. This will be our ‘core 
offering’ so to speak in the next few weeks. But the teachers will deliver other areas of the 
curriculum according to how the children present. Mrs Paget has prepared science activities 
which she has shared with the teachers, and some of the children may be completing them. I 
know that other teachers have planned art and craft projects for the children as well.  

As I said in my last letter, next week we will be assessing the children’s levels in English and 
mathematics, to see what has happened over the past 14 weeks or so. We will then use the 
results to develop our intervention strategies for terms 5 and 6. We aim to deliver a more 
balanced curriculum from the beginning of term 5 – but there will be an over emphasis on 
English and maths, just as there was in term 2 before we closed.  

I am required to publish a ‘catch up plan’ on our website for you to look at. I haven’t yet done 
so, because I need to assess the children’s current levels before I can accurately plan to 
address their needs. Hence the plan will be written in the final two weeks of this term and 
published before we break for Easter. 

All of our letters are published on the website, so you are able to refer to past 
communications if you ever need to. Accompanying last week’s letter is a separate document 
which outlines the procedure for drop off and collection. Please refer to them if you need to. 

Operating Procedures 

We have taken time over the last few weeks to review and develop the risk assessments and 
subsequent operating procedures for the re-opening. We have tried to plan in the greatest 
detail possible for every area of school life, in order to ensure that things are as safe as 
possible upon our re-opening. The document runs to 21 pages. It is now on the school 
website. If you have any questions or concerns after reading it, please get in touch to discuss 
them with me.  

 



 

 

Return of Computing Devices 

When your children return to school, will you please return any laptops or ipads which we 
loaned you, along with their chargers. Obviously we intend to put the equipment to full use 
supporting lessons in class – so please return them. If we do suffer a further lockdown, we 
will loan the equipment once more in order to support home learning. 

Staff Changes 

Mrs Willis, one of the TAs in Year 2, left the school just before Christmas. Mrs Lorraine 
Johnston will move into Year 2 to take her place. Mrs Butcher will also be working in Year 2 
four mornings a week in order to provide additional support to the children in that class. 

As from the beginning of term 5, Mrs Harriet Brunger will be returning to the school from her 
maternity leave. She will resume her role as the Year 1 TA. Mrs Wenborn will be working in 
Year 1 as the TA for the four weeks of term 4, to ensure that this year group have the support 
they require. She will also become the class Midday Meals Supervisor, and Mrs Tina Sparks 
will switch to Year 5. This change means that Mrs Wenborn and Mrs Sparks aren’t working 
across bubbles. 

Miss Sophie Bish will continue to help us with the cleaning of the school. She has been 
cleaning the Mount Pleasant building for the past few months, whilst Mrs Battell has cleaned 
the Lodge. This situation will continue at least until the Easter break.  

During this lockdown, Mrs Page left her post as a Midday Meals Supervisor to take up a new 
job working with the vaccine roll out. We thank her for her work here. Her role is being taken 
over by Miss Bish who will be the MMS for Year 3. 

Household Testing 

You may have seen on the news that parents of school aged children can access free Lateral 
Flow test kits. You will be able to receive two free tests for each adult, each week. The lateral 
flow tests provide a result within 15 minutes or so. They involve the same swabbing of the 
tonsils and nostrils as the PCR tests. There is some debate about the accuracy of the tests, 
particularly during the early stages of infection, but they are a valuable tool in identifying 
carriers of the virus as quickly as possible. I would urge you to access these tests and to 
conduct twice weekly tests on each adult in the household, in order to identify carriers of the 
virus at the earliest possible stages 

The DfE have informed us that parents can access these free tests in the following ways: 

 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 
 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 

2 packs of 7 tests 
 by ordering a home test kit online  

 



 

 

If you have any queries about the tests, call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are 
open every day from 7am to 11pm 

Masks on Site 

Please call the office to inform us if you have a condition which prevents you from wearing a 
mask when entering the school site. I know that this does apply to some of our parents. 
Everyone else will be expected to wear a mask – pulling your coat above your nose isn’t 
sufficient – in order to come onto the school site. 

Wellies 

Coronation Gardens is certainly drying out, but for the next few weeks would KS2 children 
continue to wear a change of footwear to school please. We want to avoid mud being walked 
into the school building. Can the KS2 children please bring their shoes with them in a plastic 
bag, and change into them on the playground once they have walked across Coronation 
Gardens. Year 4 children will still have their playtime in the gardens, so will definitely need 
wellies or the like to wear during break.  We will keep an eye on the ground condition and 
once it has dried sufficiently, we will dispense with this requirement. 

Ofsted  

Ofsted decided that the week before schools re-open was the ideal time to conduct a virtual 
regulatory inspection of our Breakfast and after School Clubs – despite both being closed. I 
am pleased to say that Mrs Stone and I were able to answer Ofsted’s telephone questions 
sufficiently that they are allowing us to remain open – whilst being closed. I expect a full 
inspection of our Breakfast and After School Clubs in the coming academic year as it has been 
7 years since we were last inspected, and so it is quite right that the provision is inspected. 

Allotment News 

Thank you to everyone who has generously donated equipment, cardboard and plants for our 
allotment. Mrs Crouch has been instrumental in getting us four raised beds which are now 
full of soil and compost, and ready for planting. Our plot is now bordered by 10 raspberry 
canes and we have other plants ready to go in. Once the children return, we will busy 
ourselves in working the plot. 

The Parish Council have very kindly supported this project by donating £200 to us for 
whatever we need. We thank them for supporting the children in such a generous manner. 
Gallaghers, the aggregate and civil engineering firm have also been extremely kind. They 
donated the sleepers which we used to create the raised beds, as well as large loads of top 
soil and compost to fill them. Again, we thank them for their very generous support! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PE Reminder 

Just a reminder that PE lessons begin the first week back. All except Year R will have tennis 
lessons each Wednesday and everyone will have PE on Thursdays. Please send the children in 
suitably dressed for outdoor lessons on those days. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 


