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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I think we’ve all had enough doom and gloom for now, so I’d like to report a few good things 

which are happening at school. 

Building Works 

KCC will complete the first of our building works over the Easter break. The store at the far 

end of the hall will be demolished, giving us back a full sized hall. Having all of the children in 

for lunch was tricky enough before Covid, as any of you who have joined us for the parent 

lunches will know. There wasn’t a great deal of elbow room to be had on the benches. This 

issue was exacerbated after the virus hit and the lack of hall space necessitated us having 

three sittings. Re-gaining the space taken up by the store will solve this issue. The builders will 

also convert the old staff room so that we can use it to house everything which is currently in 

the hall store. 

We also have a schedule for the two storey toilet block extension. This is due to start in June 

and work will continue through the Summer holidays to be concluded in mid/late September. 

Thus, very soon after the start of the new academic year, all of the children in the Lodge will 

have ample modern toileting available to use. The second floor of the extension will be an 

intervention room, which will replace the one we had to take out of use to convert to a staff 

room.  

So good news at last! 

Allotment 

Earlier this week Mrs Donlon and I visited the local allotments to view the plot which has been 

gifted to the school. One of our parents, who already has an allotment, was allocated the 

adjacent plot when it became vacant. She has very kindly allowed the school to use it.  

We have already started to discuss what to grow and how to get the children involved. We 

haven’t fully decided on either of those quite yet, but we do know that we need cardboard! 

We are developing a no dig plot (no I didn’t know what it meant either). We will have narrow 

raised beds which will mean that the children don’t have to bend down too far to work on the 

plot. Our parent benefactor has arranged for Gallaghers to donate some sleepers with which 

we can construct the beds, and for some topsoil to be delivered. She has bought compost for 

us to use. But we need lots of cardboard which we will lay down on the bottom of the beds 



before pouring the soil and compost in. This prevents weed growth (I’ve learnt a lot this 

week). 

We would appreciate donations of tools and the like as we go on, but please, if you have 

cardboard boxes, we need them now. Please drop any at the school when you come to collect 

your children’s work. In addition, if you have any cardboard egg boxes, we also need them. 

Again, please drop anything at the school when you do come up.  

I would like to thank our very own Barbara Goode for supporting our children in this way. 

Whilst formal, academic education is obviously of crucial importance, it is also fundamental 

that children learn to work together as a team on life skill activities such as this. After two 

enforced lockdowns, I think the opportunity to grow our own food and plants as part of an 

alternative curriculum will be very beneficial to some of our children. As I said, we don’t yet 

know how we will offer this activity – it may follow on from forest school for our younger 

children and be an extracurricular club for others. We will discuss this fully when we are 

certain of our return, but our cook, Wendy Butler, is already thinking of what dishes she and 

the children can make once we harvest our crops. 

Year R Admissions in September 

When the parents of four year olds choose which school they might like their child to join, 

they have to list a first, second and third choice. I promise you that schools never find out 

which parent has placed us where on the preference list; but we are told how many people 

have placed us in each category. Thirty parents have selected our school as their first choice 

for the September intake, which means we now have more people wishing to send their 

children here than we have places available. We will still only admit 26 pupils into our Year R 

class in September because of the size limitations of our rooms. But we are growing in 

popularity and we are now termed as oversubscribed.  

I feel very pleased that people think as highly of the school as I do. I have been a Headteacher 

now for 21 years and taught for 10 years before that, and this is undoubtedly the best school 

in which I have worked. The staff are incredibly dedicated and professional, and backed up by 

a very driven and passionate group of governors. I thank them all for their hard work over the 

past four years that I have been here. I look forward to seeing our school improve and grow 

as the years continue – starting with the toilets! 

Year 5/6 Residential 

We are continuing to collect payments from Year 5/6 parents for the planned residential trip 

this summer. If and when the centre requires us to make the first non-refundable payment to 

them, we will discuss this with you all, and will only make the payment for those willing to 

risk losing the £50 deposit should the Covid restrictions subsequently prevent us from 

completing the residential. At the moment, you can continue to pay your instalments in the 

knowledge that we are holding the funds and are able to return them to you in entirety should 

you wish not to participate in the trip. 

Erasmus 



You may be aware that on leaving the EU, the UK opted not to participate in further Erasmus 

projects. Our school will still work with our partners to complete the project in which we are 

currently involved – covid allowing - but once this is finished we cannot access anymore 

projects. However, we retain links to two French schools and we will continue to have day 

trips and zoom meetings with them so that our children can get to work with pupils from 

another country.  

The UK is developing an alternative programme to replace Erasmus. This is called the Turing 

scheme. There are no details as yet, but if we can access international projects through this 

project then we will do so.  

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 


