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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are completing the detailed risk assessments and operating procedures which are 
required of us, prior to the re-opening on March 8th. We will let you know when they have 
been posted on our website so that you can read them if you so wish.  

The authorities have reiterated that primary school children are less likely to catch and 
transmit the virus. Their data indicates that primary schools are relatively free from risk. 
Obviously I am extremely hopeful that this is indeed the case. However, the authorities will 
have comparatively little data relating to the ability of children to spread the newer variants 
within the classroom, as schools have largely been closed since the Kent variant became 
prevalent in November/December.  

After our experience in December, we know how quickly the new variant can spread within a 
school. I fear that this may not be fully appreciated by the authorities. We know that the virus 
is still within our community - one of our families contracted Covid during the half term break. 
There may be others who have also done so but not informed us.  

We are also aware that quite a number of children in different year groups have already been 
socialising to some degree, particularly over the half term break. This interaction will no doubt 
continue and if even some of it involves children from other schools, it increases the risk of 
the virus being spread to and between our own pupils. 

Hence, we have to accept the possibility of an infected child bringing Covid back into school 
and because they carry the virus asymptomatically, there is nothing we can do to stop it 
coming in. So, our priority has been to do everything possible to limit the ability of the virus 
to pass between our children and staff, whilst delivering the fullest education to the children. 

To this end, all staff will wear face coverings at all times when interacting with the children. If 
the child needs to see the teacher’s lips moving, as they do during phonics work, the member 
of staff will wear a visor. At all other times they will wear a mask. Those working in closer 
proximity to children when delivering one to one type support will have a perspex screen 
between them. The nature of a primary school means that we cannot always maintain a 
distance from our children, and nor should we. The way we teach, particularly for those 
children in Years R and 1, means that we are inevitably in close proximity to the children.  

 



In addition, I can assure you that if your child falls over or is upset, we will be there to comfort 
and look after them in whatever way is necessary and at whatever distance! If they need their 
hand held, they will have their hand held. But at the same time, I am asking staff to maintain 
a safe distance whenever it is possible to do so. We are simply mitigating the risk.  

Your children are allowed to wear face coverings in school if they so wish. Some chose to do 
so just before we closed in December. This is really only meaningful for our older children 
who might be able to manage a mask so that it remains effective. It is not a requirement for 
children to wear masks – but they may do so if they wish.  

We will provide the children with individual pens, pencils, erasers, rulers etc, so that they do 
not need to bring in their own ones. Please minimise the number of items brought in from 
home. The children may bring in their reading book, lunch box, and they may carry them in a 
bag, but please don’t send in any unnecessary items. Please try to avoid using a school bag if 
possible. If you have to use one, try to attach something bright to it, so that the children will 
be able to recognise it and not pick up someone else’s. 

I do not want children to wear full uniform because I don’t want children mistakenly picking 
up anyone else’s jumper, cardigan or coat. Children discard jumpers and coats every break 
time, as well as casually hanging them on the wrong pegs or floor in the cloakrooms, and the 
last thing we want is for them to be searching through identical uniform in order to find their 
own.  Your children can wear their school shoes, trousers and shirts or dresses if they prefer 
but please make sure that any item they may take off, such as jumpers or coats, is something 
personal which won’t be mistakenly picked up by others.  In addition, all external classroom 
doors will remain open in order to increase ventilation. The classrooms are cold I am afraid 
even though we are running the heating all day, so the priority is that the children wear warm 
clothing. They will be able to wear coats in the classroom if the weather turns cool. 

We are reverting to the more distanced start and end to the school day which was in place 
early in the school year. A timetable is provided separately.  

Cooked school lunches will be available on our first day on 8th March. Our lunch service will 
continue just as it was when we closed in December. There will be three sittings. Each class 
has their own Midday Meals Supervisor to limit the number of people working across our 
bubbles. If the weather allows, we will try to organise the children eating packed lunches 
outdoors as soon as we can. 

In the first week, we plan to settle the children back into the school routine. There will be no 
act of worship for the first week, apart from Friday. We intend to continue with the zoom 
Celebration Assembly to which parents and grandparents will still be invited. This will be 
ongoing. In place of the act of worship in that first week, the teachers will run circle times 
with their classes, which will allow them to talk to the children about any worries they may 
have.  

 

 



 

In lessons, we initially plan to focus on English, mathematics and PE. Teachers will deliver 
other elements of the curriculum as they see fit according to the needs of their pupils; but 
our priority in class over those coming weeks will be English and mathematics. The children 
will have been more sedentary than we would wish over those past few months, so PE lessons 
begin from week 1 as a priority. Years 1-6 will have tennis every Wednesday – starting from 
March 10th, and all classes will have their usual PE lesson on Creative Thursday, starting March 
11th. The children will come to school wearing PE kit on Wednesdays and Thursdays please 
and, as with the uniform policy, we would like them to avoid wearing school uniform tops. If 
we have wet weather on a Wednesday or Thursday, PE will be cancelled as we can’t have the 
children running around in the hall as it is insufficiently ventilated to allow that. That also 
means that if it is cold and light drizzle, the children will be outside on those days having PE. 
So please send them in with a coat if the weather dictates that. We still have many who don’t 
bring one. 

In week 2, we will assess the children in order to gauge their levels in English and 
mathematics. Don’t be surprised if the children tell you that they have been sitting a number 
of tests that week. In weeks 3 and 4, we will use this data to identify individual issues and 
class trends, so that we can then plan our provision for terms 5 and 6 as effectively as possible. 

All of us hope that the re-opening is a success and that the infection rate is sufficiently low 
within the community that the virus does not come back into school. We have planned our 
educational provision in the hope that the school remains open fully for the remainder of 
term 4 and into term 5. However, we are being cautious. The situation is uncertain and 
whether you agree with our approach or not, we feel it is right to take every step to reduce 
the risk of the virus spreading across our school population if it is indeed brought back into 
school. In November/December, the virus jumped across our bubbles easily, as it was 
transmitted between children who had siblings in other year groups. Obviously there is 
nothing we can do to stop the virus spreading between brothers and sisters. However, we still 
wish to limit any interaction between the bubbles. This is why we are not restarting the 
Breakfast or After School Wraparound care for those first four weeks.  

We will review the situation towards the end of our third full week back. If schools have re-
opened without issue, we will then plan for an easing of our measures for the start of term 5. 
This would certainly include re-opening Wraparound and we would also review the 
procedures for the beginning and end of the day, and the wearing of uniform. However, we 
feel it is correct to begin cautiously and ease back towards normality if the situation allows. 
After March 8th, if you become aware of other local schools having to suspend classes because 
of outbreaks, please let us know. This information is not communicated to schools directly, 
and yet the local picture will be crucial in our decision making towards the end of those first 
few weeks back. 

 

 



We all hope that the worst of this crisis is behind us and that we can return to normality. I can 
assure you that we are giving a great deal of time to identifying how we can best support your 
children in the coming months and into the next academic year. You will receive 
communication from Mrs Stone in the coming weeks. She has taken on responsibility for 
supporting the mental health of the children as much as we are able. She is putting together 
a project to co-ordinate what we can do in this regard. The first step will be to canvass your 
views about what issues, if any, you feel have arisen. From that, we will then develop our 
response. 

 We are all looking forward to welcoming the children back to school in a week’s time. We 
look forward to seeing them then! 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 
 
 
 
 


