
St Peter’s Church of England (VC) Primary School 
Mount Pleasant, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BE 
Telephone: (01622) 717335 
Email: office@stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk 
Website: www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk  
Headteacher: Mr Jim Holditch 
 

                                              

Established in 1856 

 
Sunday 3rd January 2021 

Dear Parents, 

We have finalised as many details as possible for next week and I am writing to share these 
with you now. 

Remote Learning 

Timings 

We will start with the timetable which I sent out in my last letter. The teachers are concerned 
that whilst the timetable minimises sibling clashes for computing equipment, it does mean 
that two year groups having their lessons in the afternoon don’t finish until 2.30, after which 
they will be expected to complete the set work. We discussed how difficult the children might 
find this and whether they will struggle to remember the details of the task if you and they 
decide to hold the work over until the following morning. Because of the time pressures of 
arranging this for next week we have decided to proceed with our plan but on 
Wednesday/Thursday the teachers will ask for your comments about how the sessions are 
working. As a result of your feedback, we may alter our arrangements for week 2. 

Work Sheets and Resources for Parents 

Because many of you do not have printers at home, we are trying to plan lessons which 
require the minimum number of printed materials – but I am afraid that some will always be 
required. 

Some parents asked that the materials and details of lessons be sent out as far in advance of 
the lessons as possible. Ideally the teachers wished to send all of their plans etc to you at the 
very beginning of the week. However the systems we have in primary schools are not always 
cutting edge and we could not send this amount of electronic material easily. However, Mrs 
Beacher has accessed a means of doing this and early this week she will train the teachers on 
a system which will allow us to do this. However, until this is in place you will receive a weekly 
timetable which outlines all of the work to be completed over the full week, and then the 
supporting materials will be sent to you the day before they are delivered.  

Alternatively, we will also be printing hard copies of the full week’s set of resources/plans 
which you will be able to collect from the school playground at the start of the week if you so 
wish. This allows all of you to have the resources in plenty of time and helps those who do 
not have a printer. Because of the time pressures, this week we will have them ready for you 
on Tuesday. Next week it will be Monday. You will be able to come to school and collect a 
pack of everything your child needs for the week’s work. Tomorrow I will identify how best 
we can manage this collection procedure in terms of social distance and safety.  



Because we don’t want to waste resources, the teachers will be contacting you today to ask 
how many of you want to pick up these hard copies. All we ask is that you don’t request a 
pack which you then don’t collect. 

We are also going to be supplying you with an exercise book. We ask that the children stick 
all of their completed English work in the front of the book, and their completed maths work 
in the back. When they return to school, they can bring the book in for teachers to look at. 
Those of you collecting printed sheets on Tuesday will be able to collect an exercise book 
then. We will deliver books to the rest of you. 

Attendance and Attitudes 

The remote learning sessions count as school lessons and the authorities require that children 
attend. Hence the teachers will be taking a register. Children are required to attend.  

Teachers will record pupil absence as they would normally and we are required to record 
unexplained non-attendance as unauthorised absence. We know that some of you do not 
have access to sufficient computing equipment in order to access the sessions. Others of you 
may have my level of IT competence and be unsure how to access the sessions! We 
understand all of this and will take a balanced approach to recording absence. Teachers will 
liaise with the school office over absence and they will be in contact with you subsequently if 
needed. If you have justifiable reasons for your child not being able to attend the sessions 
then we can record the absence accordingly. Please just talk to us about your situations if you 
struggle to join the sessions. We have a duty to maintain regular contact with the children in 
order to ensure that they are safe and well, so we will need some degree of contact with all 
of the children in order to satisfy this role. 

Please can you make sure that the children are prepared for the sessions. We had some 
joining from their bed, or sitting in pyjamas and eating toast in those last few weeks. The 
teachers have worked hard over the last few days to prepare new online lessons which still 
cover what we would normally be teaching in class in English and maths. If the children aren’t 
to fall behind in their work, it is imperative that they join the sessions, switched on and fully 
engaged with the learning. Please help us in this regard as we can’t address poor attitude as 
we would normally, given that we are not physically present. 

Can I also reiterate that we really need you to set up an area of your home which can be 
respected as a classroom. Our last online sessions before Christmas included a parent walking 
around the room their child was in, wrapped in a towel having just showered. There was no 
indecency, but it hardly sets a focussed attitude for maintaining concentration amongst the 
pupils if that is on screen. Please help us make the most of these sessions. 

In addition to the online learning being delivered by the class teachers, Miss Price will be 
recording keep fit session for the children. Because they will be recorded, you will be able to 
complete them as and when you wish. I will end the day shortly after 2.30 with a zoom session 
which will include an act of worship. 

 



Critical Worker Children 

We have just under 30 children attending from critical workers. Not all of the children will 
attend each day. We have formed two bubbles. The KS1 children will be taught by Mrs 
Maloney, Mrs Johnston and Mrs Willis will be based in the Year 2 classroom, whilst the KS2 
children will be taught by Mrs Beacher, Mrs Kalachaikis and Ms Wood in the Year 4 classroom.  

All of the children will have access to a laptop and will complete the online sessions being 
delivered by their teachers. They will also be able to complete the keep fit sessions and join 
the act of worship if they are still in school at that time. The children in Years R and 1 will also 
have child initiated activities and learning appropriate to their age. The remaining children 
will also begin an art project when not completing online learning. This is the type of activity 
which they will be able to complete as and when they attend school.  

Those children attending school will be able to have a packed lunch supplied by the school 
caterer if they so wish, or they can bring their own. The packed lunch remains free to all KS1 
children and those in receipt of FSM. 

We haven’t yet decided how best to organise breaks and the lunch session. If the numbers 
attending each day are low, we don’t want just 3 or 4 children having to be on a cold 
playground for 30 minutes. We will organise the structure of the breaks appropriately for the 
number of children attending. 

You will be able to bring your children to the side gate each morning at 8.30 and collect them 
from the playground at 3pm. However, if you wish to collect them earlier as your shifts end, 
you are free to do so. Please just let us know. The children will attend wearing their own 
clothes. 

Free School Meals 

Those of you who are in receipt of free school meals because of your financial circumstances 
– not the universal offer made to all KS1 children – are eligible for food parcels/vouchers. We 
will address this next week and keep you appraised of what is going to be provided to you. 

I hope this keeps you relatively informed of what is planned for next week. We have organised 
as much as we can in the time provided. Our solution won’t be ideal but we will take next 
week to review what we have put in place and to amend it where needed. I want to thank all 
of the staff who have spent the last few days working hard and applying themselves so 
professionally to develop the best solutions possible. 

Best wishes 

Jim Holditch 

 


