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Tuesday 19th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I am writing with the next update. 

Remote Learning 

As I explained last week, the teachers and I have had extensive discussions about how best to 
develop our remote learning practice. We had gone round in circles a little, trying to identify 
how to address the contrasting issues which you all face. We have had to realise that we can’t 
address the myriad of problems which different of you are encountering. Parents who are at 
home, not working and supporting just one child, have entirely different needs to those of 
who still trying to work from home whilst supporting the home learning of two or three 
children. You are asking us for different and often conflicting things because your needs are 
so dissimilar. 

We have had to identify the way of working which addresses the majority of the issues, for 
the majority of people, and we will then try to find specific solutions to individual problems 
which remain if we can. 

We are focusing on delivering just English and mathematics. No one values a wider curriculum 
more than I, but it is crucial that children do not fall behind in these two core subject areas. 
Depending on how long this situation continues, we will expand to other areas of the 
curriculum once we are happy that these two subjects are being delivered successfully. 

Teachers will continue to deliver live lessons to Years 2 and above, whilst Year R and 1 
continue with their recorded lessons, supplemented with live show and tell/circle time 
sessions. I will continue with the daily act of worship at 2.30. 

Teachers will remain online for periods separate from the lessons, to help the children with 
any problems they have whilst completing their work. However, we cannot expect children 
to sit in front of a screen non-stop for 3 or 4 hours. Hence the teachers will liaise with parents 
about the timings of their support sessions which may be separate from the lessons 
themselves. 

 

 



The extended tutorials may overlap with the online sessions of other year groups. We had 
tried to avoid this happening because of the difficulties it causes for those of you with two or 
three children. However, it may be unavoidable. Consequently, this week I will be contacting 
families who have more than one child at the school to see if you have sufficient devices to 
allow your children to work online simultaneously if needed. For those of you who haven’t, 
we will try to supply additional devices to address this.  

Pressure on You 

We are only too aware of the pressures you are facing. The younger children need support to 
complete their work, as do those older children who are less confident in their learning, and 
this falls to you as we can’t reach them as effectively as we would in class. Normally teachers 
would differentiate their work and provide different resources or support to children 
according to their relative abilities. We do a great deal to support learning which we just can’t 
do when perched at the end of a monitor. Unfortunately it does mean that greater 
responsibility falls to you. Please, talk to your class teacher if you are struggling with anything. 
If we can do things which will support you then we will.  

Learning Platforms 

We are continuing with the use of zoom as our online platform. There are alternatives such 
as Teams and Google. The teachers had been trained in the use of Teams immediately prior 
to the end of term 2. It may be that zoom is not as effective as the other options open to us. 
However we are continuing with zoom for now because everyone is familiar with its 
operation. We will be exploring other options and if we feel that we should alter the learning 
platform, and that we can do it in a way which doesn’t create even more stress and confusion, 
then we will do so at a later date. 

Citizen’s Assembly – Identifying family Members 

I hope that all of you who dialled in to our assembly on Friday enjoyed the experience. I think 
that it was one of the most joyful things I had experienced in quite a while. It was the first 
time in almost a year that the teachers had the opportunity to pick a citizen of the week, and 
for us to celebrate their achievements. It was lovely to see so many parents and even a few 
grandparents joining in and celebrating with us. Hopefully more of you will come along this 
Friday. However, we need to manage the assembly to ensure that no one can join the session 
who doesn’t have a genuine reason for being with us. Hence, we have a new system from this 
week on.  

If any of your wider family wishes to join us on Friday, we need parents to email the office 
and let us know between now and Thursday please. We don’t want emails from the relatives 
themselves – it must be parents who email us. Please let us know what relation your family 
member is to your child. We will draw up a register of who is going to be joining us. 

On Friday, Miss Cavender will be doing the primary school equivalent of working the door. 
She will let children, parents and relatives into the zoom session from the waiting room. But 
she will only admit relatives who are on our register. 



In order for us to recognise who we are admitting to our online sessions, please give yourself 
a zoom name which we can recognise. Children should use their first name and year group. 
Please tell them not to use nicknames. Similarly, would any members of your family who are 
joining us please use the first name and year group of your child, followed by their relation to 
them – grandparent, uncle, aunt etc. 

We hope to see even more of you join us this coming Friday. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 
 


