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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

An update on a few points as we end the week. 

Food Parcels and Free School Meals 

Obviously the quality of food parcels has made the news. This has been an ongoing 
problem since the first lockdown in Spring 2020. A vast majority of schools found that 
the food parcels offered by their caterers were inadequate. Ours certainly were. They 
matched the photographs you have seen on social media.  

I didn’t share this with you, because I am trying to tell you what you need to know, 
and simply deal with what you don’t need to know. In the Spring, we decided in school 
to reject the food parcels as an option and instead provided the government vouchers 
to those parents in receipt of FSM. Just to be clear, only families receiving means 
tested FSM receive this support. Even though all families in KS1 receive FSM, it is only 
those who qualify for means tested FSM who receive vouchers. 

With the latest lockdown, we were awaiting information on FSM. When it came out 
last week it again promoted the use of food parcels, although schools had the option 
to provide vouchers if they so wished. We have done so, and parents should be 
receiving Asda vouchers which will cover these first two weeks of term. As of next 
week, the government voucher scheme kicks back in and parents will be supported 
through that initiative. Vouchers are provided retrospectively as children on means 
tested FSM who are still attending school are fed on site and hence don’t receive the 
vouchers. 

IT Support 

Two more people associated with the school have very kindly offered financial support 
for us to purchase additional tablets for the children to use. As a result of this, we 
have ordered 7 more. Again, I thank everyone who has done so for their generosity 
in this matter. As soon as the additional devices arrive, we will distribute them to the 
remaining families still in need of support. If your child is still using a mobile phone to 
access their lessons, please let us know as a matter of urgency. 

 

 



Remote Learning 

We are struggling a little to find a clear way to proceed with our remote learning. I 
and the teachers have been discussing how we can best develop our practice. But we 
go round in circles a little as there is no clear path which will meet everyone’s needs. 
Your working circumstances all differ greatly, as do your children’s ability to engage 
with remote learning. There isn’t a one size fits all approach which will satisfy the 
differing needs of everyone. I also think that some of you are feeling pressured and a 
little guilty about how you are or aren’t supporting your child. We certainly don’t want 
to add to that.  

Thank you to all of you who have emailed in with suggestions. We are looking at them. 
Unfortunately many of your suggestions reflect your particular circumstances and are 
contradictory. We are trying to find the best way of ensuring that all of the children 
cover what is needed in English and mathematics, at whatever their ability level, and 
whatever your ability to support them at home. This is our primary goal. On Monday 
I and the teachers are meeting again and we will review what we are providing and 
identify what if anything we can develop to make it as effective as possible for as 
many as possible. Please bear with us. 

Music Project 

Dr Paul Richards is reinstating the online music lessons which he produced during the 
previous lockdown. However, this time it will be a little different. He wants to lead the 
children in producing a music video. He will work with them online and have them re-
record a well-known song. He will teach them the words and they will then record 
themselves singing the chosen song. Those who can’t have their images shown online 
will simply record their voices. Paul will then knit everything together to produce a 
lockdown video, which might provide us with some smiles and comfort during this 
challenging period. I know which song he has chosen and it is just right. I already 
know that I will get tearful listening to our children sing a version of it. I’ve turned 
into a soft idiot of late it seems. 

Many parents have asked me about the three songs our children previously recorded. 
You may remember that we offered them on CD but there wasn’t sufficient uptake to 
fund the production. Paul has put all three songs online so that you can purchase 
them for £1 each. I know that at least some of the funds come to the school, so every 
purchase supports us. If you wish to download them, the link is below. 

St Peter's Primary School, Aylesford 

We used one of the tracks as the background for two promotional videos which we 
produced. One video was produced by Paul Pickard, who used to run BCTec, our IT 
support providers, and the other was put together for us by the husband of Mrs 
Hannah Nicol, who is one of the Teaching Assistants in Year R. If you want to be 
moved, one is on the home page of our website and the other is on the admissions 
page. The children’s voices are incredible.  



Citizens’ Tea Party and Assembly 

The citizens’ tea party is at 2.15 today. This is only for last week’s winners. I am 
looking forward to chatting to them about what they have been up to this week.  

We then have the citizen’s assembly at 2.30. Remember that wider family members 
are invited. The link will come out to you today. It will be a different link each week. 
We must keep the assembly to our school community only, so please only share the 
link with your family members and do not post it anywhere it can be seen by the wider 
community. 

I would also ask that we respect everyone’s privacy and that no one takes screen 
shots during the session. Please do not take shots which include the images of our 
children. I am looking forward to seeing you all later and having you share our citizens’ 
assembly. I know that it will provide a lovely end to a trying week, and hopefully we 
can develop it into something which we all look forward to as a means of coming 
together as a community. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 


