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Tuesday 29th December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope that you’ve all managed to find some enjoyment over this unusual and hopefully never 
to be repeated Christmas period. It’s hardly been a typical Christmas has it? The only thing 
which remained constant for me this year was being woken before 6am by two excited 
children as they jumped on the bed to tell me that Father Christmas had been. Perhaps Boris 
missed a trick not implementing a more stringent bedroom curfew for those under 6 years of 
age? 

Obviously we have now learnt of the new virulent strain of the virus which is particularly 
prevalent in this area of the country. I can only assume that it was this strain which tore 
through our school in those last few weeks of term. Frankly I was nonplussed to explain why 
our measures, which have kept the school safe since the outbreak began, failed so completely 
in December. We possibly now know why. 

Our experience reinforces the view that this strain is indeed transmitted very readily by 
children, who most often remain asymptomatic. It is likely that a child or two brought the 
virus into our school and from them it spread to classmates. Despite all of our efforts in 
keeping the classrooms ventilated, and doing all that we can to minimise any interaction 
between the children, the virus was able to spread. Further, it seems extremely likely that 
children then passed it to siblings in other year groups. This is why despite our keeping the 
year group bubbles as isolated as possible, the virus spread to four year groups in a matter of 
weeks. 

We were extremely unlucky in those last few weeks of term. Whilst some other local primaries 
also had to suspend year groups and a few had to close entirely, others were barely affected. 
The Kent Association of Headteachers has an online forum through which we all share 
information about what we are doing and our experiences. I can assure you that the measures 
we have in place at St Peter’s are typical of those in other primary schools. It just seems that 
we were hit by the new virus, as were some other schools, whilst many others avoided it. 

Although the press is reporting that a delayed start to the school term is being considered by 
the government, as of today we are still expecting the new term to start on Monday January 
4th. We have heard nothing to the contrary from either the DfE or the Local Authority. Unless 
an announcement is made in the coming days, our school will be open to all year groups as 
normal on Monday. The government have also mentioned the possible implementation of 
mass testing of children and staff being extended to primary schools, but we believe that this 
is planned for February. Hence we expect to return on Monday to a situation which remains 
very similar to the one we left at the end of term. 



The nub of the matter is that if asymptomatic children again bring the virus into school, we 
are likely to remain ignorant of that fact until staff or parents become ill. By then it can have 
spread amongst the children and into families, and to our staff. We have reconsidered all of 
the preventative measures we have in school and can’t see what more we can do, but we are 
asking you to talk to your children, particularly those in key stage 2, about whether they would 
feel comfortable wearing a face mask whilst at school. Wearing a face covering may help to 
prevent the virus spreading amongst the children. There is no compulsion for children to wear 
face coverings – they won’t be expected to wear a mask or be in trouble if they don’t. 
However, Leeds United logoed masks will result in automatic expulsion. Some children may 
not be comfortable wearing masks; but if they will do so, it may help to keep them and others 
safe, and our school open. 

Secondly, all of the school staff have been asked to complete a covid test on 
Wednesday/Thursday of this week, so that we can be sure that none of them are carrying the 
virus when they return to work. It is highly unlikely that they are. None of the staff who tested 
positive last term were asymptomatic. But it is right that we check. It is far more likely that a 
child may return to school whilst carrying the virus asymptomatically, so I am repeating the 
request I made at the end of term that you consider having your child tested this week. Again, 
this isn’t compulsory and we will not be checking who has been tested. However, the more 
children who are tested, the less chance of us starting the term with the virus being brought 
into school. My final newsletter of last term outlined how you can access a test for your child. 
I urge you to consider doing so. 

Finally I would remind you that there is no wraparound provision when the term starts, and 
that children are asked to bring in only what they need for lessons. Please do not allow them 
to bring anything in from home which isn’t absolutely necessary. School uniform remains 
suspended. Later this week we will post on our website our protocol for home learning. This 
will outline what we plan to do should classes or even the whole school be suspended, 
providing sufficient staff remain healthy enough to deliver lessons from home. 

I’m not sure there is much value in wishing you a happy new year, given the limitations which 
we all face, but I have no doubt that all of us look forward to an end to this appalling year and 
a far happier 2021. I look forward to seeing you on Monday. 

Best wishes 

Jim Holditch 

 


