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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

 

Year R Closure 
 

I thank all of you who had your children tested over the weekend following my request. As a result, 
four more children in Year 6 were found to be positive and one child in Year R. As a result of the latter 

result we have today closed the Year R class as well.  

Public Health England state that all those who have had contact with an individual within the previous 
48 hours of them testing positive for Covid must isolate for 14 days.   

The Year R child was in school on Friday. Hence all of the Year R children who were also in on Friday 
must now isolate for 14 days. If your child is in Year R, but they were not in school on Friday, there is 

no legal requirement for them to isolate. 
Over the weekend we suspended Year 2 after a child in that class also tested positive. The child was in 

school on Thursday and Friday, and according to the PHE guidelines, would have been contagious 

during that time. Hence all children who were in Year 2 on Thursday and Friday must also go into 
isolation. 

 
Isolation 

 

Whilst the children must isolate, other family members are not required to do so. It is only the individual 
who has had direct contact with the person who has tested positive who must isolate. Other family 

members only need isolate if they subsequently develop symptoms. You would then isolate whilst you 
get a test and await the results.  

However, can I reiterate yet again that if your child is required to isolate for the 14 days, then they 

must do so. You cannot have them tested, receive a negative result and then send them out to play. A 
negative test does not mean that a child is free to come out from isolation. If you do this you will be 

liable to a £1000 fine. 
 

Breakfast Club Cancelled 
 

I am now having to cancel Breakfast Club as well as the After School Club, as Miss Price must also go 

into isolation. That leaves just one member of our Wraparound staff and consequently we cannot run 
any sessions. We will aim to reinstate Wraparound in the new term if staff return from isolation.  

 
Precautionary Testing 

 

I received a number of emails yesterday as a result of my request that you complete precautionary 
testing of your children this weekend. Can I please make the following points to ensure clarity. 

I am going beyond what the government guidelines say with regard to testing - hence I am not insisting 
that children are tested. You do not have to do so and children are welcome to attend school as normal 

without having a test. It is entirely your choice and I understand parents not wishing to subject their 
children to an unpleasant experience if not obviously necessary. I also respect those of you who are 

unwilling to lie in order to get a test. 

But I asked that you consider this bout of precautionary testing because our experience clearly shows 
that the guidelines for accessing a test are no longer accurate. A considerable number of children are 

carrying the virus whilst either displaying no symptoms whatsoever, or certainly none of the accepted 
three which entitle you to a test. 
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The worth of doing so is obvious. Had parents not had precautionary tests completed, we would still 
have Years R and 2 open this week with the possibility of the virus being spread by apparently healthy 

children. Hence I would certainly urge you to get a test for your child if they show the slightest symptom 
of being unwell, including having an upset tummy which is now becoming a more common sign of the 

virus in children. 

If you have your children tested just as a precautionary measure as I have asked, whilst they display 
no signs of ill health and certainly none of the accepted symptoms of the virus, they can attend school 

whilst you await the results.  
However, they must remain off school whilst you await results if they are tested as a result of showing 

signs of ill health, or if you choose to have them tested yourself because you fear that they have had 
contact with someone who is contagious. 

 

School Closure 
 

I am aware that parents have discussed on facebook whether the school should close entirely. The 
Kent Association of Headteachers made representation to the Kent County Council Education Authority, 

to raise the question as to whether it would be wise to close schools where outbreaks of the virus have 

occurred. The KAH put forward the suggestion that children could be taught remotely whilst the current 
outbreak dies down. However, KCC have strongly directed schools to remain open even if they only 

have a very small number of classes still in attendance. This is what we have been directed to do and 
I must abide by this. 

The school would close if staffing levels fall to a point where I couldn’t ensure the safety of the children 
still in attendance; in the event of a fire evacuation for example. Public Health England also have the 

power to direct a school to close if they feel such action is required to contain a virulent outbreak of 

the virus. However aside from these two scenarios, schools must stay open. 
I will keep you informed of any further developments in the coming days. 

 
 

Best wishes 

 
Jim Holditch 

Head Teacher 
 
 


