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Thursday 31st December, 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

You will have seen the government announcement yesterday that primary schools in certain 
areas of the country are to remain closed until at least 18th January. Ours is one of the areas 
affected and hence St Peter’s will not reopen on Monday. 

Home Learning 

The teachers will deliver remote learning to the children for this two week period. We are 
finalising the details of this now. Later today/early tomorrow you will receive full details about 
what we will be providing to the children. It is likely to be live sessions of around 2 hours 
duration for a majority of classes. Mr Eastwood has drawn up a timetable for the lessons. We 
have staggered them to minimise instances of siblings needing to access a laptop at the same 
time. I will also be recording a daily story or act of worship which your children will be able to 
access when (or if) they wish, and Miss Price will be our own Joe Wicks and record a daily 
keep fit session in place of PE. 

We are struggling to find a way to support the differing ability levels within our classes. In 
school we differentiate our lessons so that all are working at a level commensurate with their 
abilities. This isn’t possible with online learning and the issue is compounded by the difficulty 
parents have in printing off resources which we might prepare to support children. We are 
trying to identify the best way of addressing this. 

We had already received 3 laptops from the government scheme and these are set up ready 
to work. Over the holiday we received our further allocation of 10 more laptops. However, 
we will need to set these up for use before distributing them. I will review the results of our 
online survey to identify children who do not have access to a laptop/computer and distribute 
them accordingly. There are more than 13 children in need of a laptop. We will decide how 
best to distribute them and I will deliver them to families next week as soon as they are set 
up. 

Critical Worker Children 

Firstly however, we need to identify how many children need to come into school as critical 
worker children. It is imperative that we only admit children who must attend school in order 
for both parents to complete critical worker roles. If children live with both parents, and one 
of you is not a critical worker, the children will not be admitted to school. We will only admit 
those for whom both parents are critical workers, or where the sole parent is a critical worker. 

We know that the new virulent strain is passed between children and from children to adults. 
Our critical workers will be placed at greater risk of infection as a result of their children 



attending school where they may contract the virus. For the majority of you, having the school 
closed is an inconvenience which will affect your ability to work from home. I totally 
understand and I really sympathise. But because you and your children are at home, you all 
remain relatively safe from infection. The critical workers by comparison are at greater risk of 
infection not only because of their roles, but also from having their children attend school. 
Hence I must limit the numbers attending school in order to reduce the associated risk of the 
virus being spread amongst critical worker families.  

So, I reiterate that if one parent is not a critical worker, they will be expected to stay at home 
with their child. We will only admit those children from families where both parents co habit 
and are critical workers, or where the sole parent is a critical worker. 

Please email the school office office@stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk to confirm that you are 
in this category. Please state your occupation. We will then review whether you qualify for 
critical worker status. Please do this by 3pm today so that we can use tomorrow to confirm 
who we will be admitting. We will reply to you tomorrow with confirmation.  

Vulnerable pupils are also able to attend school. If you have a child in this category, and wish 
them to attend school, please email as above. 

I am urging caution in this way because our recent experience has shown how easy it is for 
the virus to spread rapidly between school children. The last thing I wish is for our already 
stretched critical workers, particularly those in health and the emergency services, to be 
placed at even greater risk of contracting the virus. The press reports show that the NHS is 
close to breaking point – we can’t increase the risk to these staff any more than we need to. 

Those children attending school will complete a full day, 8.30 – 3pm. Normal attendance and 
absence reporting requirements apply to these children. Depending on numbers they will be 
in a mixed age class/classes. Class teachers are all delivering online learning and hence they 
won’t be free to take these children. The class/classes will be taught by Mrs Maloney, Mrs 
Beacher and other Teaching Assistants if numbers so require. Once we know numbers, we 
will organise the provision to make it as safe and appropriate as is possible. 

The critical worker children will use a school laptop to access the same 2-3 hour online 
learning as their peers. Hence they will not miss out in any way. We will then provide the 
critical worker children with whatever additional teaching we can within the limitations of our 
resources.  

We have liaised with the school caterers and they will provide packed lunches to those 
children attending school during this lockdown if parents wish to purchase them. There will 
be no hot food cooked for the next two weeks. Children remain free to bring their own packed 
lunches if attending school.  

I will write to you again as soon as we have finalised all details for the home learning. 

Best wishes 

Jim Holditch 


