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Friday 18th December 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
I am sorry to finish this term with such a long letter, but there is a great deal of important information 

to share with you at the moment. 

 
You may be aware that the government has reacted to the high infection rates in Kent by planning for 

the mass testing for secondary school pupils in those areas of the county worst affected. They have 
accepted that children are carrying the virus whilst not displaying symptoms. Once established, this 

measure will undoubtedly be of some help to us in primary schools as it reduces the chance of older 

siblings contracting the virus and spreading it to primary school aged brothers and sisters. However, I 
am incredulous that primary schools haven’t been included when it is clear that our children are also 

spreading the virus whilst being asymptomatic.  
 

I asked you some weeks ago to manipulate the system in order to get your children tested whether 
they were displaying symptoms or not. Many of you did, and by the end of that weekend 8 children 

were found to be positive but asymptomatic. We now know of at least 15 children in our school who 

have tested positive in the last few weeks without displaying any of the three accepted symptoms of 
Covid. It now seems probable that asymptomatic children were transmitting the virus to siblings 

unknown to any of us and that through them it was moving across some of our year groups.  
 

I fear that unless we can prevent the virus from re-entering our school in January, we may face a 

similar situation to the one which has developed over the past few weeks. Hence I am asking parents 
to again consider having their children tested for the virus just before we return for the new term. The 

system now allows for the testing of asymptomatic children – albeit those at secondary school. I am 
asking you to consider accessing the system to gain the same precautionary tests which are being 

offered to local secondary school pupils.  

 
I appreciate that I am again asking you to manipulate a system and that some of you won’t do it 

because you disagree with this approach. But our school had to close because the infection spread 
across our staff and pupil body. My responsibility is to their well-being and hence I am suggesting that 

you do what is necessary to access a testing regime which is readily available to children aged 11 and 
above. In addition, this is a fluid situation and it seems that community testing is being rolled out across 

areas of the county. It may well be the case that asymptomatic testing is actually available to all by the 

end of December. 
 

If you access the national web portal, where tests are usually booked, the eligibility has been broadened 
to include asymptomatic students. On the website, when prompted you should select:  

 

 “no” to being an essential worker,  

 “no” to having symptoms, and  

 “no” to being part of a trial or pilot.  

 Then select “My local council or health protection team has asked me (or someone I live with) to get 
a test, even though I do not have symptoms”  

 

Selecting these options will allow you to book to access a COVID-19 test. I know that the test is 
unpleasant. I had to test my 5 year old daughter last week and she became extremely upset. It was a 

horrible experience for all of us. But please consider having your children tested in those final few days 
of the holiday.  

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


I am not insisting on this and we won’t ask who has or hasn’t been tested. Your child is free to come 
to school without having a test. You do not have to isolate whilst you await results. It absolutely 
remains the case that anyone must isolate if they have been in close contact with someone 
who has tested positive for the virus, or if they have themselves developed any of the 
accepted symptoms for Covid and are awaiting the results of a test.  However, you do not 

need to do so whilst awaiting the results of a precautionary screening test. 
 

I have asked all of our staff to get a precautionary test just before the New Year. It means I can at 
least be sure that no member of staff returns to the school carrying the virus. I will have the results 

over the weekend of the 2nd-3rd January, which will give me time to react if I need to cover staff 
absence.  

 

I believe that those children/adults who tested positive for Covid in these last few weeks are highly 
likely to still return a positive result if retested now, despite being out of the contagious period. So, if 

you or your child already tested positive in December, you shouldn’t need to get retested before the 
start of the new term. However, no one who has tested positive can return to school if they still have 

a fever or otherwise feel unwell, even after the 10 day period of isolation. 

 
Wraparound Suspended 

 
We have decided not to provide wraparound provision for at least the first two weeks of the new term. 

We have six staff involved in Breakfast and After School Club, and children attend from all of the year 
groups. Whilst the local infection rate remains high, wraparound provision provides too much of a risk 

of cross infection. We will constantly review the risk and once we deem that it has fallen sufficiently, 

we will resume wraparound.  
 

School Uniform Suspended 
 

We will continue to suspend the wearing of school uniform. This is to minimise risk to you and your 

families. We would strongly advise that your child changes out of their school clothes immediately they 
return home. If you put them in the wash straight away you are reducing any risk of infection from the 

virus being brought home from school on the clothes. 
 

Belongings 

 
Please ensure that the children do not bring any personal or unnecessary items in from home. They 

can use their rucksack to bring a packed lunch box, reading book etc, but do not allow them to bring 
in any item which is not entirely necessary.  

 
Gathering at the Gates 

 

The wearing of face masks on the school site remains compulsory for all but those who have a 
recognised medical reason for not doing so. Please use your common sense whilst dropping off or 

collecting the children. Do not crowd and respect the social distance of others. 
 

Reading Books 

 
The disrupted end of term has meant that many children do not have reading books with them for the 

holiday period. If you use this link www.oxfordowl.co.uk you will be able to register for free as a parent, 
and gain access to a library of online books. Personally, I much prefer to read printed versions of books 

with my children, but this site will at least allow you access to a wide range of books organised into 
age specific titles.  

 

Home Learning Protocol 
 

We have reviewed the feedback you provided about our home learning provision. We are using it to 
develop a protocol for home learning. It will set out the hows and whens. This will be drawn up over 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


the holidays and shared with you electronically before the start of the new term. If we have to resort 
to home learning again in January, you will know exactly what shape the home learning provision will 

take. We hope that we have now developed an approach which provides the best possible support to 
the children within the limitations we face. 

 

Foodbank 
 

Accompanying this letter is a flyer from Reverend Ruth. She has organised a food bank which is 
operating from the Brassey Centre. The details are on the flyer. This crisis has destroyed the lives of 

so many, and there will be a great many people in need of this help. I thank her for organising this 
support and all those who are donating provisions to help those most in need at this awful time.  

 

Christmas Wishes 
 

I have never written such an awful, depressing newsletter at the end of a Christmas term. The year 
2020 shouldn’t see the need to publicise the existence of a food bank. Personally I am struggling to 

find the magic which usually exists at this time of year. Watching the children perform the nativity, 

whilst wearing their donkey masks, tea towels etc, and forgetting their lines as they wave at mums and 
dads in the audience is always the highlight of my year. Losing it and the carol concert, parties etc has 

left the end of term feeling very flat. 
 

But can I please thank you for the many wonderful messages which have been sent in to me and the 
members of staff. It has been a real boost to receive so many emails thanking us for all that we are 

trying to do. I really appreciate you taking the time to do so – thank you. 

 
Let’s hope that we can weather term 3 and get through to Easter, and the warmer, longer days, with 

the virus receding and the vaccine rolling out to increasing numbers. I hope that you can all find some 
enjoyment over the coming Christmas period. In whatever form you can, have the merriest possible 

Christmas.  

 
Best wishes 

 

 
 
Jim Holditch 

Head Teacher  
 


