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Dear Parents, 
 

It is an unfortunate reality that home learning will always be a very poor second to having children actually attend 
school. Children lose an enormous amount by being away from school and this will be the case no matter how well 

we deliver remote lessons. However, we obviously want to develop our practice so that the remote lessons are as 

effective as possible. As part of this, the teachers will be canvassing your views on what they are delivering. Some 
have already done so. Please respond to their email and let us know what you feel is working and what could be 

improved. We may not be able to implement all of your wishes, but if you point out realistic adaptations which will 
improve our provision, then we will change things accordingly. 

 

Survey Results 
 

Thank you to all of you who completed the survey we sent out. We had 97 respondents from our 129 families, 
which is the highest response rate ever for one of our surveys. The results are shown below: 

 

 

Because of the lack of printers, we will try to limit the amount of work which requires printed resources, although 
we can’t escape this entirely. We have also learnt that one of our fonts does not print well, so we will refrain from 

using that for home learning, as well as trying to ensure that the formatting is printer friendly on anything which 

we do send out.  
 

We have been allocated 3 laptops from the government scheme to support home learning for the disadvantaged. 
We received these last week. We have now been advised that our allocation has been increased and we will shortly 

be receiving 10 more. Should we have to suspend any class in term 3, we will allocate these 13 laptops to families 
with no or limited access to a computer, so that the children can access our lessons from home. 

 

Learning Platform 
 

Two weeks ago, staff received training on the government sponsored remote learning platform called Teams. This 
is similar to the zoom platform which we currently use, but far more powerful and with options which can be used 

in ways which zoom can’t. 

 
However, whilst it is an extremely impressive platform, it is undoubtedly better suited to secondary education. We 

can’t see how it can be used by children in Years R-2, and even those in key stage 2 will need some training from 
us before they can use it effectively. Consequently we will continue to use zoom for the remainder of this week 

and we may continue with it should the need for remote learning arise again in term 3. Next term, when we return 

Year Group 

(Respondents) 

Child has no 

access to 
printer 

Child has sole 

access to 
computer 

Child has shared 

access to 
computer 

Child has 

access to 
IPad only 

Inadequate 

Internet 

Year R – (15) 7 5 6 4 0 

Year 1 – (18) 7 8 5 5 0 

Year 2 – (13) 4 11 2 0 0 

Year 3 – (14) 6 6 4 4 1 

Year 4 – (15) 5 7 6 2 0 

Year 5 – (10) 2 4 3 3 0 

Year 6 – (12) 3 7 3 2 0 

Totals – (97) 34 48 29 20 1 
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to school, teachers will discuss the issue and if we wish to switch to Teams as our platform through which to deliver 
remote learning, we will introduce it to the children during our computing lessons.  

 
Support from You 

 

We need your help to make our remote lessons as effective as possible. In the vast majority of cases, you will need 
to be present and supporting your child to some degree during the sessions. You will certainly need to be with the 

younger children and this may be the case for some of the older children too. Within the classroom, teachers use 
subtle skills to maintain control; but this is far more difficult when teaching remotely and we need your help to 

keep the children focused. Unfortunately whilst secondary school children can be expected to do work 
independently, this isn’t always the case for 9 and 10 year olds. 

 

In addition, in the classroom we would have resources which we would use to support the children and lessons 
would be differentiated so that children had different work to complete according to their differing ability levels. 

Some children would have the teacher’s or TA’s support whilst completing a task. Obviously we can’t do that 
working remotely. This means that some of the children will need support from you in order to complete their work 

successfully. 

 
Feedback 

 
We have already received some feedback from parents about our remote learning sessions – thank you for sending 

this in to the teachers. As a result of this, the teachers will stick to a timetable for their lessons so that the children 
have a routine to their day, but we will also look at scheduling so that siblings are not having lessons at the same 

time. We will also look at having a break between different lessons so that everyone can refocus.  

 
We have been asked to consider extending the period of teaching and to cover more of the curriculum. I had asked 

teachers to focus on English and mathematics in the first instance, and to deliver these subjects over a period of 2 
hours or so. I will canvass their opinions on how the children are coping with this and if the sessions could and 

should be extended, and I would welcome your input as well. Obviously there are areas of the curriculum which 

we cannot deliver remotely, such as PE, art and music, but we are happy to consider how we can extend our 
provision. 

 
I sincerely hope that we do not have to close any class again in term 3, and certainly not the school. This is not 

the end of term which any of us wished to see. Hopefully, zoom, Teams and remote learning can quickly become 

a thing of the past as we head towards Spring. But it is right that we plan to improve our provision as much as 
possible so that we can support the children to the utmost if the need subsequently arises.  

 
Best wishes 

 

 
 

Jim Holditch  
Head Teacher 

 

 

 


