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Monday 14th December 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
You may have seen last week that the government announced a reduction from 14 to 10 days for the period of 

isolation required for those exposed to the virus. Over the weekend, the DfE implemented this policy change and 

consequently all of your children can now reduce their isolation periods accordingly. 
 

I was forced to close the school last week because of the number of staff in isolation. I had 24 members of staff 
either in isolation or looking after children who were isolating, and just 4 left to come in to school; and this wasn’t 

enough to ensure the safety of the children. However, whilst Year R cannot return to school before the end of 

term, as two of their three staff are infected and remain in isolation, the reduced isolation period means that 
sufficient staff could now return to work in order to admit the remaining year groups this week. 

 
However, I am not going to do so. The virus is undoubtedly within our school community and I don’t want to re-

open the school so that it can possibly spread to more children who would then have to isolate over Christmas. 
Any child contracting the virus in the next few days would have to isolate over Christmas and I can’t think of 

anything worse for a child than to be confined to their bedroom over Christmas.  

 
If this were the middle of a term, I would re-open and would speak to Public Health England on how best to do so 

in light of the minor outbreak which we undoubtedly have here.  In order to get the children back to school during 
term time, we would admit the children with whatever further limitations were advised by PHE. The increased risk 

to the children would be balanced against what they gain by being back in school. 

 
However, to my mind the risks of the children catching the virus in these last 4 days of term far outweigh what 

would be gained by re-admitting them to school. Our attendance rates were falling even before the closure, as 
many of you decided to remove your children as a precautionary measure. I don’t believe that I would have many 

children return for these final days even if I were to re-open. Thus we would be teaching to a small number of 

pupils whilst possibly a majority missed out on lessons as they remained at home. I couldn’t even make the last 
few days particularly enjoyable for the children, as even the most controlled Christmas activities would be curtailed 

because of the outbreak. In my view, re-opening now risks a great deal for the children against what it offers. 
 

I will be writing to you again tomorrow with details about Home Learning for this week and what we can do to 
support the children over the Christmas break. It has already been suggested that we find a way to allow reading 

books to be changed etc. We are looking at this wider issue now so that we can provide everything possible to you 

to support your children at home in these next few weeks. 
 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 
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