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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 
 

I hope that the latest lockdown is not adversely affecting you too badly. Hopefully this will be a brief period 

of restrictions which will then allow us to return to a more normal existence over Christmas. A combination of 
Christmas excess and the gyms remaining shut doesn’t bode well for any of our waistlines. I hope that you 

are all staying safe and well. Again, I thank you for protecting the more vulnerable members of our community 
by wearing face coverings in the school environs during drop off and pick up. I have received a number of 

emails from parents saying how much it is appreciated. 

 
Fire Alarm 

I had mentioned previously that life in school has developed a new routine. We are increasingly able to return 
to the business of running and developing the school, instead of firefighting issues related to covid. I am very 

pleased to say that thanks to constant pressure from Mrs Cooper, our Business Manager, KCC are currently 
renewing our fire alarm. The new system will have sounders and call points throughout both buildings, and 

the systems in the two buildings will now be linked. This is a great improvement on the old system. 

 
Toilet Extension 

We have also been assured that in the Spring, KCC will be building a small extension to the school to provide 
us with the correct number of toilets. There are regulations as to how many toilets a school should have for 

the number of pupils who attend. We don’t meet the minimum criteria, which has obviously exacerbated our 

problems during this crisis. 
We have lobbied for this to be addressed for the past few years and thankfully KCC now intend to build a toilet 

block on the unused space which sits between the Year 2 and Year 1 classrooms. This will provide us with 
ample toileting for the children. The extremely large Year 2 classroom will be slightly reduced in size as part 

of it will be taken to form a corridor from the flat playground, to the bottom of the stairwell in the Lodge. This 

will provide easy access to the toilets and also mean that our current Year 6 children will be the last who have 
to use the fire escape to get to their classroom! 

The toilet block will be two storey. The upstairs will provide us with a small removal room where we can deliver 
support to pupils. This will replace a room in the Lodge which was used for this purpose, but which has had 

to become our staff room. The old staff room, which is at the very back of the school hall, can’t be used as 
such under the current restrictions as it is too small. However, it in turn will be converted to a store room to 

house the tables and benches we use at lunchtime.  

It is very rewarding to have productive, positive news about taking the school forward after so many months 
of simply reacting to the issues which the covid crisis has thrown at us. Hopefully by next academic year, the 

fabric of the building will be greatly improved. 
 

Gazebo 

On very similar lines, we will shortly be submitting planning permission to allow us to construct a gazebo at 
one end of Coronation Gardens. This will be a substantial wooden gazebo which we can use as an outdoor 

classroom. All year groups will be able to use it, but it will particularly support the forest school which is 
delivered to Years R and 1. The gazebo will be part funded by the school and the SPSA. If planning permission 

is granted, we would hope to have this structure constructed in the Spring. 
 

SPSA Bingo 

On that note, I am the caller in the SPSA’s online bingo session this Friday at 6.30! It’s £10 donation to the 
school to participate and I believe that there are still spaces for another 20 or so families to join in. So, if you 

wish to relieve the tedium of lockdown Fridays, why not join us for eyes down to look for two fat teachers. 
 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/


Children in Need 

We are limited in what we can do to support Children in Need this year, but as you have already been told, 

we are having a non-uniform day on Friday. However, I would ask the children to be creative and to come in 
wearing whatever they think will make people smile. If you have a funny costume then wear it. Don’t just 

wear your normal clothes – go for it and enter into the spirit of the day. 
I have placed myself at the mercy of the staff. They are choosing what they wish me to wear on Friday. I will 

come in as normal and then change into whatever they have brought in for me. I agree to spend the day in it 

and to drive home in it. I hope they don’t include heels – they won’t go with my beard. Children, please don’t 
abandon me – dress up and let’s make each other smile. Please give generously to a cause which is always 

worthwhile, but even more so in these most challenging of times. 
 

Nativity 
We were planning to host a suitably distanced event in Coronation Gardens which would have combined the 

Christmas carol service and the nativity. We hoped to erect a stable and form a tableau with the children whilst 

we sang carols. Mrs Stone turned quite green at the thought of having real sheep and a donkey present.  
But obviously this is now impossible. Consequently we are now discussing how we can record the different 

classes singing carols, interspersed with children narrating the Christmas story. We aren’t yet sure how we 
will do this, but it is our plan to record something which you will be able to watch. If you have not given 

permission for your child’s image to be recorded and displayed at least on our website, then their images won’t 

be seen on anything we produce. For younger children we may be able to get round this by having them wear 
costumes – but some of the children may sing but not be included in the class as they are filmed. 

 
 

Remembrance Day 
The children will observe a minutes’ silence tomorrow at 11am. Teachers will explain to the children what the 

silence signifies. The Head boy and Head girl will join me in visiting the memorial in the church yard to lay a 

wreath on behalf of the school. 
 

Best wishes 
 

 
Jim Holditch 

 

 
 


