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Homework – A guide for parents 

 
 

What is the purpose of homework? 
It is of fundamental importance that we consider what value homework has as a learning tool. 
Homework will always be a contentious issue with some people believing that schools give too much 
homework and others thinking that we don’t give enough.   
 
There is the very sound argument that if the child is applying themselves fully and successfully at 
school, they should use the evenings and weekends to pursue their own interests, be they sport, art, 
music or simply learning the important skill of socialising with their friends.  
 
Further, for those families where both parents work and are late back to the family home, the evenings 
and weekends are crucial in providing an opportunity to bond as a family and to socialise together. 
Directing a hardworking and academically successful child to spend extended periods of time on 
further academic study at the expense of these activities could be wasteful. 
 
Government Guidelines 
The government has provided guidelines as to the type of activities and how much time it feels that 
pupils of different ages might reasonably be expected to spend on homework. For children at primary 
schools the guidelines are:  
 

Years 1 
and 2 

1 hour per week 
Years 3 
and 4 

1.5 hours per week Years 5 
and 6 

30 minutes per day 

 
According to the government, the above will include 10 to 20 minutes of reading and, where “per day” 
is stated, this will sometimes be aggregated over more than one day.  They state that children should 
not be expected to spend significantly longer on homework than the guide times set out and that 
activities may not take as long as the given guide times.  
 
We ask that you discount the government’s guidelines, which suggest that homework 
grows in importance as the children age, and that a consequently longer period of time 
should be spent on the activities as the children progress through school. We suggest 
that the inverse is correct and that the most crucially important period of a child’s 
education, and the period during which the parents must be most involved in home 
education, is in the period from birth up to and including the first few years when the 
children start school.  
 
There is an enormous amount which parents can do naturally at home to support their child’s learning. 
This informal homework is far more important to a child’s development than the formal homework 
which we subsequently send home. Please consider the points outlined below and try to implement 
them at home as much as you are able. 
 
Language Development 
If you can do nothing else, please devote your attentions to the development of your child’s language! 
 
Talk to your children about everything around you and use as wide a vocabulary as is possible. Talk 
to them as you walk with them through towns, as you drive with them etc. Discuss what they are 
doing, what they are wearing, what someone else is doing and wearing, what they can see from the 
window, what the dog is doing etc. In order for your child to be able to write, they must be able to give 
voice to their thoughts. If the child is going to be able to produce any form of writing, they must be 
able to construct sentences in their head. In order to develop this ability, we ask that you speak to 
them and have them speak to you as much as is possible. We want chatterboxes! 



 
Reading 
It is also imperative that we encourage children’s love of books. Parents of our younger children 
should share at least one book every day with their child. This may well include sharing the same 
book continually on many days! Children will have favourite books and will bore you with wanting to 
have them read and read again. But please do it if this is what they wish. Enthuse over the books. If 
the books have been read continually, use the pictures in them as a stimulus for discussion. Develop 
their vocabulary by using positional words such as behind, above, next to etc; comparative words, 
such as larger, largest, smaller; reinforce colours, numbers, the emotions you see on faces; the 
weather, places – introduce and reinforce as much language development as is possible. It is 
particularly useful for children to see male role models reading, whoever this may be. 
 
As the children age, they may wish to read independently. Please try to ensure that your child reads 
every day. Ask them about what they are reading and possibly discuss the story or the author if you 
are able. It doesn’t matter if the children prefer to read non-fiction books at this stage. If they 
continually wish to read about sharks, dinosaurs or aircraft, then please let them! Just encourage 
them to read.  
 
Mathematics 
Please reinforce number development whenever possible, by counting steps, stairs, or any amounts 
which are visible. Whilst it is important for children to be able to count on and count back, we would 
also ask that when possible you reinforce that number is a concept which relates to a physical 
representation; so please count things out, count them back when you put them away, count buses 
which you can see when out etc. 
 
Additional 
If you so wish and are so able, we would strongly advise that you 
introduce your child to a foreign language at an early age. We introduce MFL in 
the Reception class. Learning numbers in two languages, or the colours in two languages, will not 
confuse them. Rather, it will stimulate their ability to learn language and associate words with the 
physical. 
 
The ages of 5-7 are an ideal time to introduce children to a range of sports and activities such as 
music, or dance. If you are able to do so, please consider whether the children might like swimming 
lessons, or to take up a sport.  

 
Formal Homework – What the School will Set 
On the following pages we detail what activities we will be setting for your children. We will set some 
activities to support the language development which we have asked you to focus on at home. This 
is particularly the case in Years R and 1. However, as the children age, our focus will be on 
mathematics.  
 
From Year 1 upwards, every Friday teachers will send home work which covers the concepts which 
have been studied in class that week. The activities will largely be from the White Rose programme 
of study. Children are welcome to complete the activities if they so wish and you are able to support 
them in doing so. The homework will provide the children with practice to solidify their knowledge of 
the concepts we have covered.  
 
The children will be able to complete the work on sheets provided. We do not wish you to return their 
work to us. You will receive an answer key by which you can assess the children at home. The children 
will generally be able to complete the tasks. The work will be pitched at such a level that they should 
get a majority, but not all of the work correct.  
 
However, if it is apparent that they cannot complete the work to any great degree – if they get a 
majority of the work wrong - please contact us by email and inform us of this. We can then revisit any 
concepts the children are struggling with. 
 



 
School Homework 

 
None of the following should take place with the television on. 

 
Year R  

 Please spend at least 10 minutes per day sharing at least one appropriately sized reading book 
with your child. Children will have reading records for you to write in.  
 

 Please spend at least 15 minutes per day having a conversation with your child. Try to teach 
them 2 new words each week. 
 

 Children will have 3 new phonics sounds to practice recognising each week. 
 

 They will have one weekly task which will usually complete in their learning journal. It will 
either be mathematics, phonics, or art. 
 

Year 1 

 Please spend at least 10 minutes per day sharing at least one appropriately sized reading book 
with your child. Children will have reading records for you to write in.  
 

 Please spend at least 15 minutes per day having a conversation with your child. Try to teach 
them 2 new words each week. 
 

 Children will have 3 new phonics sounds to practice recognising each week. 
 

 The children will have weekly spelling activities. These will be focused on reinforcing the 
children’s abilities to spell the St Peter’s words. The St Peter’s words are an amalgamation of 
all the national curriculum spelling lists which we are required to teach the children each year.  
 

 Children will have weekly work on reinforcing their knowledge of the number bonds.  
 

 White Rose mathematics. 
 
Years 2 and 3 

 Please spend at least 10 minutes per day sharing at least one appropriately sized reading book 
with your child. Children will have reading records for you to write in.  
 

 Weekly spellings. Teachers will send home overarching spelling lists – the St Peter’s words - 
for those words which the children are expected to know. These will be supplemented as and 
when the teacher decides is prudent, with focussed spellings for the children to learn. 
 

 Time Tables Rock Stars. Children will be set work on learning their times tables. Children in 
Year 2 are expected to know the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. Children in Year3 will be expected 
to know these and the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. 
 

 White Rose Mathematics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Years 4, 5 and 6. 

 Daily Reading – whether this is independent or shared. 
 

 Spelling Tests. At the beginning of the year, children in Year 4 will be tested on their ability to 
spell the words on the St Peter’s list for Years 2 and 3, and similarly the children in Years 5 
and 6 will be tested on their ability to spell the words from Year 4. Teachers will then send 
home weekly spellings and the children will be tested. These tests will supplement the thrice 
weekly spelling lessons which the children will receive in class. 

 

 Times Table Rock Stars. Children in Year 4 sit a national times tables assessment. Having 
already learnt the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables in previous years, they will study the 6, 7, 9, 
11 and 12 times tables, prior to sitting the national examination. In Years 5 and 6, the children 
will have ongoing reinforcement of the times tables to address any gaps in their knowledge. 
 

 White Rose Mathematics 
 
Additional 
In addition, for Year 5 children considering the possibility of attending grammar schools, the PESE 
assessment tests take place within the first few weeks of their joining Year 6. Schools are not 
permitted to tutor or prepare the children for these tests in any manner. However, parents are able to 
do so and many purchase practice tests over the counter at suppliers such as W H Smith. 
 
At various times during Year 6, children may receive homework tasks which constitute revision tasks 
for the Key Stage Two Sats.  
 


