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Wednesday 7th October 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

I am writing with an update on various matters. There is a lot to tell you but I will do so over 

2-3 letters so that you don’t have to deal with my usual 3 page missives. 

Assessments 

We have completed a number of assessments on the children over the course of the past few 

weeks. As you would expect, we have found that many children have fallen behind in certain 

areas. Literacy as a whole and writing in particular is an issue for many, as is mathematics. 

Next week, we will be holding what we term ‘Pupil Progress Meetings’ in school. The teachers 

will individually meet with me, Mrs Henning who is the SENCo and Mrs Cooper, who analyses 

our assessment data, and we will discuss every single child and review any particular needs. 

We will then plan what we need to do for any individual child who requires support and what 

we need to do for particular classes.  

Parents’ Meetings 

In order to discuss any issues with you, we are planning to hold virtual parents’ meetings 

during the week beginning 9th November. These will be conducted via a platform such as 

zoom. You will have 10 minute consultations with your child’s class teacher and they will 

speak about how well your child has returned to school and any issues which might have 

become apparent.  

The school office will be contacting you next week to explain the booking in procedure. 

Teachers will be offering ten minute slots on 3 evenings during that week, from 5pm to 8pm. 

Given that you won’t be physically meeting, we would ask divorced/separated parents to 

strongly consider having joint meetings. It is far more effective if parents hear exactly the 

same conversation which ensues during a parent’s consultation.  

Homework 

Before the end of this term, parents will also receive a copy of our reviewed homework policy. 

Our policy has always been to provide a minimal amount of structured homework, whilst 

asking parents to maximise every possible opportunity to develop your child’s language 

abilities. However, we will now be providing formal homework. We fully appreciate that 

parents are split between those who do not wish their child to complete homework and those 



who feel it is an important aspect of a child’s education. We have developed a voluntary 

system which is still worthwhile as a learning tool. You will receive full details in the final week 

of this term 

Catch Up and Curriculum 

The teachers are delivering a reduced curriculum, and some subjects will remain untaught 

until Christmas at least. We are teaching English and mathematics every morning. We are 

then using some time in the afternoon to deliver occasional catch up sessions in these 

subjects in addition to what is taught in the morning. We hope to return towards our normal 

curriculum through the Spring.  

However, our PE curriculum is being implemented. The lockdown prevented many children 

from being as active as normal and we wish to address this issue. You may see in the 

newspapers that the Lawn Tennis Association visited us last week and presented us with our 

award as national runner up in their schools’ awards. It is wonderful that the LTA deemed our 

efforts in promoting tennis to be worthy of a national award. Chloe Ayling is delivering her 

tennis lessons to Years 3-6 every Wednesday morning and as from next week, Adrian Crust 

from Kent County Cricket Club will be here every Wednesday afternoon to teach cricket to 

the children in Years 2 and 3. Miss Price and Mrs Butcher are teaching PE during Creative 

Thursday, so normality returns at least in one area of school life. 

Can I ask that children please wear school PE kit. If they need extra layers – which they are 

very welcome to wear when actually going outside for the lessons – then it should be school 

sweatshirts if possible, but dark blue tops and bottoms if not. Please do not send your children 

in the mix of leisure wear we are now seeing.  

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 


