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Friday 25th September 2020 
 
Dear Year 2 Parents, 
 
I just want to keep you updated on what we have planned for Miss Cavender’s return to 
work. 
 
Miss Cavender has been off school because her mother died almost immediately prior to the 
beginning of the school year, after a very short illness. This was not Covid related. Miss 
Cavender has been absent whilst she deals with the shock of this loss and whilst she and 
her family deal with the arrangements for the funeral. She has been in school on occasions 
and is now beginning a return to work. However, I have asked her to remain out of the 
classroom and instead complete support roles around the school for the coming two weeks. 
I want her to get used to being back in school.  
 
After her mother’s funeral, which is on Friday 9th October, we plan for her to return to the 
Year 2 classroom for a transition period over the final two weeks of this term. Mrs Maloney 
will remain in class with Miss Cavender. This will allow Miss Cavender to work individually 
with the children and gain an appreciation for their needs and abilities. She will gradually 
take over the class during this two week period and then, after the half term break, Mrs 
Maloney will return to her normal duties and Miss Cavender will resume as the class teacher. 
 
I hope you can understand that it can be quite demanding teaching a class of 25 six and 
seven year olds. I want to make sure that Miss Cavender is supported to return to her role 
in a manner which both recognises the emotional strain she has been under, the quite 
specific demands of teaching young children, and which allows her to learn of the children’s 
abilities whilst Mrs Maloney continues to deliver lessons. We have been extremely fortunate 
to have Mrs Maloney available to provide continuity for the children during this period. I 
thank her for her efforts in ensuring that the children have settled back into school so well 
and that their formal education has resumed fully after the turmoil of the partial closure last 
academic year. 
 
We look forward to welcoming Miss Cavender back to her school after such an awful time 
for her. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 
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