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Friday 18th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We have today received updated guidance from KCC as to when children should be kept off 
school as a result of displaying symptoms of Covid. The guidance is set out below. There has 
been considerable confusion over the past two weeks, as to when it is appropriate to request 
a Covid test and when children should be kept off school. The guidance provides clarity as to 
what actions KCC wish followed and we will do so until the guidance alters. 
 

 
Symptoms 
There is a national ‘case definition’ which identifies Covid symptoms as:  
 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you 
do not need to measure your temperature) 
 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be 
worse than usual) 

 
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 

cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 
Where an individual presents with one of the above symptoms they should self-isolate and 
receive a test.  The above three symptoms remain the only symptoms where an individual 
needs to isolate and seek a test unless they are requested to seek a test by a health 
professional.  
 
Children or staff may present with one of the above symptoms for a short period of time, 
such as 1 day, and then wish to return to school without testing or self-isolation when they 
no longer have these symptoms; often after having discussed their symptoms with a health 
professional such as a GP who concludes they are likely to have an illness other than Covid.    
 
However, anybody presenting with one of the three symptoms must isolate for 10 days 
and only return to school prior to that if they have received a negative test result and feel 
well. A telephone consultation with a health professional that reports Covid is unlikely is not 
a reason for a school to deviate from this policy and readmit an individual who has had one 
of the three Covid symptoms.  
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Hence, any child who displays any of the three recognised Covid symptoms, even for just 
one day, must remain off school and should isolate for 10 days, even if told by a GP that 
they do not require a test. They can only return to school earlier if they are tested and the 
results are negative. 
Please inform us if your child displays any of the three recognised symptoms, and for the sake 
of the school community and wider society, do not return them to school prior to the 10 days 
required by KCC.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
Head teacher 


