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Wednesday 2nd September 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I am writing with some more of the most pertinent details relating to the resumption of school on 
Thursday. We are looking forward to seeing you all then and welcoming all of the children back to 
their school! 
 
Being Symptomatic 
Obviously all schools have been busy identifying every step they can take to minimise the risk of 
infection being spread amongst the school population. Firstly, and most importantly, I must stress 
the absolute need for you to keep your children off school if they are showing any possible signs of 
being ill. If the symptoms suggest the possibility of Covid 19, then you must get them tested. Any 
absence from school for testing is authorised. Please understand that if your child comes into school 
and displays even the mildest possible signs of having a temperature or persistent cough, we will be 
isolating them immediately and insisting that you come and collect them. This won’t be pleasant for 
the child and will no doubt cause them a degree of embarrassment. Please don’t put us or them 
through this – if in doubt, keep them off and get a test. For more information on how to get a test 

please click on this link https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
 
Drop Off and Collection 
You had the details of the new process for drop off and collection sent out to you. We will inevitably 
have teething troubles, which we will address, but please try to ease any issues which may arise by 
being on time for your child’s allotted drop off and pick up slot. May I also ask that parents take full 
advantage of the free parking available in the village and do not park in the roads around the school 
site. The council have informed me that the area is now going to be patrolled by wardens who will 
issue tickets to those parking illegally. 
 
Wraparound Care 
The measures we have put into place for the staggered start and end to the school day are to be 
prevent crowding at the school gate. We are also minimising the number of adults who actually 
come onto the school site. However, parents can still drop and collect children form Wraparound 
as they did before. You can come to the hall doorway to drop and collect them.  
 
Lunch Organisation 
It has proved challenging to find a way which allowed us to feed all of the children over the lunch 
break, whilst maintaining the safest environment possible for them and avoiding any reduction in 
teaching time. Governors have taken the decision to employ additional staff at extra cost to the 
school in order to ensure that we prioritise children’s safety and well-being. Hence we now have 8 
people working across the lunch break. Each class has an allotted Midday Meals Supervisor (MMS) 
who will be with them during the break. 
 

http://www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Lunch break will now begin at 11.30 and end at 1pm. However, each class still only has a one hour 
break. Years R and 6 will have a lunch break from 11.30 – 12.30, whilst the remaining year groups 
still have a lunch break from 12-1pm as usual. Years R and 6 will eat lunch from 11.30 – 12.00 and 
then have 30 minutes play; Years 1 and 5 will eat lunch between 12.00-12.30 and then have 30 
minutes play; and Years 2, 3 and 4 will have 30 minutes play between 12.00-12.30 and then eat 
lunch between 12.30-1.00. Thus, we have three sittings for lunch – two of the sittings involve just 
two bubbles of children being in the hall at the same time, and the third has three. We will seat the 
children in the most socially distanced way possible and all will remain within their own bubbles. 
Each class will have an allotted area of playground and will not mix. Year 4 will be on Coronation 
Gardens and as the weather turns wetter we will be asking them to bring in wellies to wear during 
the lunch break. 

 
In the event of wet break, the children will remain in their classes with their allotted MMS, and go 
to the hall for lunch. 

 
The children’s toilets will be cleaned immediately prior and immediately after the lunch break. This 
is additional to the cleaning which takes place every evening. 
 
Full details of the lunch organisation is included in the whole school action plan which will be 
published on the school website next week. You will be able to review all of the details from there. 
However, if you have any questions in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

 
Nut Allergy 
Can I please remind you all that we have a young man at school who has a severe nut allergy. This 
is life threatening. I must insist please that parents do not send their children into school with food 
which contains nuts or are listed as may contain nuts. We will remove any item of food which does 
contain nuts and return it unopened to your child at the end of the day. Please be vigilant and check 
what you are putting into your child’s packed lunch box. 
 
Personal Belongings 
We are providing each child with the stationery they require for school. Each child has their own 
plastic wallet in which they will keep their personal equipment. At this early stage of the school year 
I would ask you to limit what children bring into school please. Let us find our feet with having full 
classes, to see how we can operate safely. Once we have done so, we may ask that they bring in 
some of their own equipment, but for now they can bring in a reading book, break time snack and 
water bottle, but otherwise please leave personal belongings at home for now. 
 
Staff Absence 
I am extremely sorry to say that the start of the year will be a little disrupted for a number of our 
classes due to the absence of some teachers. None of the absence is related to Covid in any way – 
including quarantine – and none are for professional issues. Unfortunately, life sometimes gets 
disrupted for us all and a number of teachers need to be absent from school at present. 
 
Mr Eastwood will be absent just for Thursday. I will be teaching his class, but he will return on Friday. 
Mrs Francis remains off school but will be returning this term. Mrs Beacher will be teaching her 
class, apart from this Friday when I will be covering it. Mrs Beacher would usually be covering PPA 



across KS2 and delivering intervention and support programmes to pupils. However, she will cover 
Year 5 in the coming weeks to provide continuity for the children. 
 
Mrs Paget has been in hospital and is recovering from a surgical procedure. She will return to school 
in the coming weeks as soon as she is fit to do so. Mrs Ruth Burchfield will be covering a majority of 
her absence and will be in class this Thursday and Friday. She is liaising with Mrs Paget in order to 
ensure that the children receive exactly the lessons they would have if she were present. There will 
be days when Mrs Burchfield cannot come into school and I will be covering those. 
Miss Cavender will be away from school for a period. Mrs Maloney will be covering the class until 
she returns. Obviously she knows the children extremely well, and as with Mrs Paget and Mrs 
Burchfield, Mrs Maloney is liaising with Miss Cavender about the lessons which are delivered. 
 
I am sorry that so many classes are disrupted right at the start of the school year, but the 
circumstances are such that it cannot be avoided. Having Mrs Beacher, Mrs Burchfield and Mrs 
Maloney on hand means that the children will not be affected. But we wish all of those absent the 
very best and look forward to welcoming them back to school. 
 
Meet the Teacher 
We aren’t able to hold our Meet the Teacher sessions as we would usually. However, we will 
organise zoom sessions through which you will be able to hear the teachers describe how their class 
will be organised. I appreciate that many of you may have more questions than usual as we start a 
very unusual school year. We will set dates and times for the zoom sessions and these will come out 
to you next week. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all tomorrow! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 


