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Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that you and the children have enjoyed a first week back at school. We have seen a real change in the 
children over the course of the week. I think that they, like all of us, were a little uncertain about what school 
was going to be like when they first returned. They were definitely unsure of themselves in those first few 
days and their behaviour was noticeably different from the norm. However, I think the fact that a majority 
of school life is as it used to be has helped them to cope with the changes which we have had to put into 
place.  
 
Our Immediate Focus 
We need to take these first few weeks to let the children settle back into the school routine. The eminently 
sensible guidance which schools have been given is to see these first few weeks as a period when the children 
can re-engage with school and with learning. They need to develop trust that school has re-started, that they 
are here, will remain here and that normal expectations regarding work and the standards of behaviour 
remain as they knew them. We have been working to cement this re-engagement and the children may have 
told you that they have had a number of circle time sessions with their teachers. We have been discussing 
their concerns and working to re-establish their confidence in being together at school.  
 
Alongside this, we have been completing a range of assessments this week. We will use these formal 
assessments, as well as the teachers’ own observations of their children, to identify those areas of the 
curriculum which we need to target. We expect to have to devote more curriculum time to literacy in 
particular, in order to address gaps in learning which may have arisen from last year. We will also be running 
a catch up programme for individual and small groups of children who need specific help with certain areas 
of learning. We expect to continue in this fashion certainly until the February half term. 
 
Drop Off and Collection 
The procedures we have put into place seem to be working well. Thank you so much for helping us make 
these a success. Because of the success, we would like to tinker with the system a little to improve it. 
 

As of Monday, KS2 children will come into Coronation Gardens between 8.25-8.35. 
 
We have moved this forward by 5 minutes because we have realised that we can get the KS2 children across 
the sloping playground and into class in the gap which exists between when Year 1 comes onto the 
playground at 8.30, and Year R parents arrive at 8.40.  
 
The KS2 children still have a 10 minute window from 8.25-8.35 when they can arrive. But we will start to send 
the classes up to wash their hands at 8.30. Children arriving at 8.35 aren’t late; they will just walk up and join 
their classes in their rooms as they would have done in pre-Covid days. 
 
Being Symptomatic 
It is definitely cold season and a number of children, including my own, have the usual runny noses and sore 
throats. My five year old daughter currently sounds like a bass baritone every time she speaks. The guidance 
is that a runny or stuffed nose and sneezing are not common indicators of Covid. If your child has these, it is 
more likely that they simply have a cold and can come to school. If this is the case, please inform us and we 
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will admit them to school but we will monitor them whilst they are here. If they then exhibit any signs which 
indicate Covid, we will isolate them and contact you in order to arrange that you collect them. 
 
It is common that when children have colds, they can have an occasional cough. If a child has a runny nose, 
sneezes, and has an occasional cough, it is likely that they simply have a cold. It is far more concerning if the 
children either have a more continuous cough, have a high temperature, or lose their sense of taste or smell. 
In those instances we would ask that you keep the child off school and contact 111 for advice. 
 
Meet the Teacher 
You should all have received the dates and times of your Meet the Teacher zoom meetings. Year R do not 
have these as Mrs Stone and Miss Price have just completed their home visits with you. Year 2 will have theirs 
once Miss Cavender returns to work. 
 
Mrs Paget, Mrs Francis and Miss Cavender 
I am pleased to say that Mrs Paget has returned to school. She was determined to return as soon as possible 
despite still recovering from surgery. Mrs Francis is returning to work and she and Mrs Beacher will share the 
teaching of Year 5, with Mrs Francis gradually increasing her hours until she takes the class over again. Mrs 
Francis has been away from school for an extended period whilst her father succumbed to illness. This has 
been the most trying of periods imaginable and we will support her as she gets back into school life. I am 
sorry to say that Miss Cavender has also been absent whilst she deals with a sudden, unexpected 
bereavement in her close family which occurred immediately prior to the start of term. All three are in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
Tennis 
You may have seen the banner which is along the railings outside the Mount Pleasant gate. I am very pleased 
to say that the Lawn Tennis Association has recognised what the school has done in teaching tennis to our 
pupils. Our actions in securing the highest quality coaching by employing Chloe Ayling, and our commitment 
to sport by making the playground into a useable sports facility, and then introducing Creative Thursdays, 
resulted in us not only receiving the award for the best school in Kent, but we then went through to the 
Regional competition and the LTA identified us as the Best School in the South east region for promoting 
tennis. We didn’t quite win the national award but we were shortlisted for this as well!  
 
Chloe has resumed her lessons on a Wednesday and she is teaching Years 4, 5 and 6. Once we have the 
capacity in our curriculum, and if money allows, we will expand the provision to include Years 2 and 3 as well.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 


