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Dear Parents, 

Even though the virus remains with us into summer, today brings you a respite from 4 page 
letters from your child’s headteacher. With this last one you have peace until we approach 
the new academic year.  

I just wanted to thank all of you for your patience and understanding as we have all muddled 
through this awful time. I have never felt so isolated or swamped as a Headteacher. There 
were times when I sat at my desk trying to decipher government directives and wondering 
how on earth I would manage to deliver what was being asked of me whilst also keeping the 
children safe. So please understand just how much of a boost it was to receive the emails 
from you, thanking us for what we were doing and acknowledging the difficulties we were 
facing. Over the last 4 months I have received a number of emails from you parents, against 
just 2 phone calls from my employers the Local authority. Thank you helping to keep me sane. 
We were so very grateful of your support. 

The staff have been wonderful in adapting to work in strange, unusual ways. They have been 
marvellous. Personally I had never recorded anything on You Tube prior to this – I had never 
wanted to – and I don’t think any of us had even heard of zoom let alone used it. I thank them 
all for being so adaptable and professional in supporting the children so well despite their 
own fears, particularly in the first stages of the crisis. And I have heard horror stories from 
Headteacher colleagues about their governing bodies and how they have acted. Ours couldn’t 
have been more supportive and I thank them enormously for finding such a professional path 
through a difficult situation. 

Today we will wish the children well as we close for the summer. I am disappointed that we 
couldn’t give more time to the children in Years 3 and 4, and I apologise to them for that, but 
I just wasn’t able to develop the capacity to get them back as soon and as fully as I would have 
wished. But with their exception, I hope that all of the children in the remaining year groups 
have had sufficient time in school that they now feel back in a routine and are ready for the 
holiday and coming academic year. As I stated in the letter yesterday, we are ready to make 
sure that the next academic year addresses any issues which have arisen from the disruption 
of this one. 

 

 



We will hold a leavers’ service this afternoon for our Year 6 pupils. I am pleased that we can 
wish them goodbye in a suitable manner. They are having an outdoor service in Coronation 
Gardens this afternoon when we will try to include as many of the normal parts of a leavers’ 
service as possible. Bee Collins and David House have very kindly sponsored Oreo milkshakes 
for every child, for which we are very grateful – thank you. I am sure that there will be tears 
just as there always are. It is a relief that these children haven’t lost their final day of primary 
school, and can end this period of their lives with a suitable service.  

Unfortunately there will be no building work at school this summer. I haven’t been able to 
implement our plans for new doorways, corridors and sinks because builders are now 
extremely busy and can’t get the materials they require. However, we have work planned for 
the October break and we will outline what is happening when we come back to school in 
September. 

So, the school will be quiet this summer whilst we all catch our breath and prepare for a new 
start in the September. Personally, I now intend to go home, shut the door and be with my 
daughters. I am looking forward to a summer of cycling with them, kayaking with them, and 
providing Sophie doesn’t try to ‘help me’ as she did last time by trying to turn the engine off 
at 2000 feet, flying with them – and I won’t write a risk assessment for a single activity.  

I wish you all the most wonderful summer possible. I hope this period can signal at least the 
beginning of a new normality for us all and one which we can all find enjoyment in.    

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


