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Dear Parents, 

Last week the government published their guidance for schools re-opening in September. We 
are going through this and beginning to plan how we can alter the operation of the school in 
order to meet the parameters which are being set for us. In a nutshell, the government have 
moved from the position they have now, of saying that schools must only open as fully as 
possible whilst staying within very rigid safety parameters, to one where the priority is to re-
open fully whilst operating as safely as is possible. 

What matters to you, is that schools will re-open fully in September. We will admit all year 
groups, for full days. Wraparound care is being reinstated and hence we will open our 
Breakfast and After School Clubs again from the beginning of September. Attendance at 
school will be compulsory again as from September.  

However, we now have to consider all aspects of school life and alter everything possible to 
reduce any risk to the children and the school community. The bubbles of 15 are being 
discontinued and children will be taught in normal classes, in their classrooms, and we are to 
teach a broad curriculum.  

We must maintain social distancing when we can, but the government have recognised that 
it is impossible for us to do so at all times. However, we are tasked with identifying how we 
can lessen any risk to the children. Hence, whilst all of our children will now be in class 
together and it is probable that the children will be sitting two to a desk as normal, we may 
well face all desks forwards, as in Victorian days, so that no child is breathing onto another. 
We are considering every aspect of school life. Expect staggered starts and ends to the day. 
The lunch break is likely to change quite considerably. We will draw up our plans and share 
these with you in August. 

Years 2 and 5 ending school, Years 3 and 4 returning 

As I wrote last week, Years 2 and 5 will have their last day in school on Friday 17th July. Key 
Worker children in these year groups will attend until the end of term on July 22nd. 

Year 3 and 4 children will come in to school full time for Monday 20th – Wednesday 22nd July. 
We have 44 children from Years 3 and 4 who will be in school for that week. You will be aware 
that we cannot have more than 15 children in any one class. Hence, we will form 3 classes. 
Fifteen Year 3 children will be with Mrs Paget, fifteen Year 4 children will be with Miss Burgess, 
and 14 children from Years 3 and 4 will be with Miss Cavender.  



We have not yet confirmed what rooms the children will be in. We will run a simple topic 
which they can work on as a reintroduction to school life. We appreciate that they have been 
off school for over 3 months and we will use the days we have them to make them feel part 
of the school again. We are looking forward to seeing them back once more. 

End of Term and Leavers’ Service 

All children, with the exception of Year 6, will finish school at 1pm on Wednesday July 
22nd. 

School will end at 1pm on Wednesday 22nd July. We will let you have details of the staggered 
collection times once we have completed them. Year 6 will remain in school. 

At 1.30, the Year 6 children and any other Year 6 children who wish to join us, will go to 
Coronation Gardens for a Leavers’ Service. Parents and any siblings will be able to join them 
there. This is strictly limited to parents and siblings – I am afraid we cannot be joined by 
grandparents or any extended family members. 

Parents will be able to lay a blanket out on Coronation Gardens. Families must ensure that 
their blankets are 2m apart. The Year 6 children will join their families and sit together during 
the service. I am afraid that the service itself will be far simpler than is the norm, as we cannot 
prepare songs etc. But we will do what we can to ensure that the Year 6 have a Leavers’ 
Service to remember. 

If it is raining, we will need to cancel the service. We will hold something in the school hall for 
the children, but parents will not be able to join them in the hall. It is too small for this to be 
possible. 

Issues during Collection 

Some parents have been congregating when sent up to the school playground to collect 
children at the end of the day. I have no interest in your personal views on social distancing. 
You must remain 2m apart whilst on the school site and if you do not, you will be banned 
from coming onto the site subsequently. 

Also, please make sure that your children stay safely to one side of Vicarage Close when 
walking down from collecting them at the Year R/1 classrooms. We don’t normally use this 
entrance because of the absence of a pavement. We are doing so now to limit crowding on 
Coronation Gardens. But please appreciate that this is public road and your children are in 
danger if they run freely around the road. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 


