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Dear Parents, 

Arrangements for Next Week 

Next week we admit the final tranche of children back to school. All of the KS1 children who 
wish to attend school, including those in Year 2, will be back in school full time to join Years 5 
and 6. To reiterate – this is for those children who have already returned to school and those 
whom we have notified to say that your child has a place and can return. Accompanying this 
letter are the drop off and collection arrangements for next week. Hopefully these will remain 
in place now without further change. 

Obviously not every child in every year group has decided to return. However, as of next week 
we will have 106 children attending, which is 60% of the school population. I think this is an 
admirable accomplishment for such a small school. I want to thank the staff for all of their 
efforts and for being so determined to almost continually reorganise every aspect of school 
life in order to re-open to as many children as possible. I know of no other school which has 
returned such a high percentage of children to the classrooms.  

We are now at capacity and cannot readmit the Year 3 and 4 classes to school this academic 
year. The government insist that teachers must not teach across two bubbles and hence we 
can only readmit 8 groups of children. The upper limit of 15 children per bubble, plus the small 
size of some of our rooms, caps the numbers able to attend. 

Home Learning 

This still leaves a large number of children at home, being supported by their parents. I know 
that some children are becoming less enamoured of the National Academy lessons as the 
novelty of being educated at home in front of a screen wears off. I have asked the teachers 
to make contact with parents every week and to ask what support you would like for the 
home learning you are having to deliver. Teachers will then use what time they have available 
after school to support you in any way possible. If there is anything you think we can do to 
support your child’s home learning, then please ask. We may not be able to do all you wish – 
but if we can, we will.  

Attached to this letter is a list of websites which you may like to use to enliven your home 
learning. Mrs Oag drew this document up in order to provide you with alternative activities 
which you may wish to use to provide a diversion from those offered by the National 
Academy.  

 



No Summer Provision 

Whilst we have received no firm directive from the government, I understand that they are 
definitely not keeping schools open for the summer. Consequently this school will close on 
Wednesday July 22nd. I also understand that there are no plans to use hub schools to provide 
school provision to any key worker children over the summer. The government would have 
had to put measures in place by now if they were going to provide summer schooling for key 
workers. Nothing has come out to us so please proceed on the assumption that schools close 
at the end of term without any summer programme for key workers. 

Transition and the end of Term 

We have been told that we must remain open to key worker children and Years R, 1 and 6 
until the 22nd July. We had wished to run a full transition process for Years 3 and 4 in that last 
week, but we won’t have the staff to do so. In order to complete the fullest transition process 
possible for the children in Years 3 and 4, Years 2 and 5 will end on Friday 17th July. We will 
then have Year 3 and 4 back into school over Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st, in a manner yet 
to be decided, so that we can complete some type of transition before the end of the summer 
term.  

We hope to run a leavers’ service for the children and possibly parents of Year 6 on the 
afternoon of the 22nd. However, we have been advised that we may not be able to invite 
parents into the school as to do so would break current guidelines on gatherings. If this is the 
case we will run something for all of the Year 6 children, including those not currently 
attending school.  

School re-opening in September 

The government have indicated their intention to re-open schools fully in September. We are 
all hopeful that circumstances will allow this to happen. However, please be mindful that we 
need the virus to be so abated that social distancing can be abandoned fully in class in order 
to facilitate re-opening full time to all year groups. The government is likely to review the 
situation as the summer progresses. It has already been announced that the National 
Academy is continuing for the whole of next year so contingency planning is no doubt taking 
place. When we have information we will share it with you. However, I don’t expect the 
situation to become clear until later in the summer. Therefore we will communicate with you 
towards the end of August to keep you updated with what is planned for the new school year 
– you don’t get away from my extremely long letters that easily. 

These last few months have been an appalling time for all of us. We have been very aware of 
the difficulties you have faced at home and the damage being wrought to the children 
because of their loss of schooling and routine. We have tried to do everything in our power 
to support you, but I fully appreciate that we won’t have been able to do so to the degree 
that all of you wished. Please accept that any failing on our part is due to a lack of capacity 
and the difficulties of reacting to an entirely uncertain situation, and not from any lack of 
endeavour or desire. 



Many of you will be anxious about what has happened to your children. I understand entirely 
as I watched my own daughter in March, April and May, by necessity, be taught in an ever 
changing key worker group with some children 6 years older than her. Then whilst I spent as 
much time as possible trying to support her at home, my own work intruded. It has been 
difficult for all of us to support our children as fully as we would have wished. We understand 
your concerns. I assure you that we are looking at every aspect of the school to see how we 
can best support the children when they return. We are already considering how best to 
revise our curriculum, our way of teaching and even what can be done with the organisation 
of the school day, in order to maximise our ability to address the children’s needs. I promise 
that we will do all that we can over the coming academic year to address any issues which 
will have arisen during the closure. 

Sculptures 

The sculptures which many of the children made have been ravaged by the weather. Some 
now have exposed screws and nails and hence we have to dispose of them. They are all 
gathered towards the gate in Coronation Gardens. If you wish to collect what remains of 
yours, please grab it by the end of school tomorrow. Those which are left will be removed. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this initiative – it brightened up a sad school and 
the sculptures scared many of us first thing in the morning. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Monday 29th June onwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop-off and pick-up 

Parents are asked to come to the main gate in Coronation Gardens first thing in the morning. 
You say goodbye to your children there and they line up in the gardens before being sent up 
to the playground to meet their teacher. Please try to stick to the allotted times in order to 
prevent having too many parents congregating outside the Coronation Garden gates.  

At the end of the day, parents walk through Coronation Gardens – at the allotted time - and 
go up to the playground where teachers will have their classes. You collect your child and 
leave via the side gate on Mount Pleasant. 

If your child is in Year 5 or 6 and you wish them to walk home alone, please let us know.  

We have had an issue with some parents not maintaining a 2m social distance whilst waiting 
on the playground. I must insist that you do so. I am responsible for the safety of everyone on 
the school site and whatever your own personal views, you must observe the 2m distance 
whilst waiting for your child. 

Children in Mrs Stone’s and Mrs Hutchings’ groups will enter and exit the school via the Lodge 
as they have been doing. 

 

Group Bubble Teacher 
Vulnerable & Key workers 1 Miss Burgess 

Year R 2 Miss Stone 
Year R/1 3 Mrs Hutchings 

Year 1 4 Mrs Maloney 
Year 2 5 Miss Cavendar 
Year 5 6 Mr Eastwood 
Year 5 7 Mrs Beacher 
Year 6 8 Mrs Paget 

Coronation Gardens 
 

Group Bubble Teacher Drop-off time Pick-up time 
Vulnerable & Key workers 1 JB 8:30am 3pm 

Year 6 8 NP 8:40am 2:35am 
Year 5 6 KE 8:45am 2:40am 
Year 5 7 PB 8:55am 2:45am 
Year 2 5 RC 9:00am 2:50am 
Year 1 4 LM 9:05am 2:55am 

Lodge Gate 
 

Group Bubble Teacher Drop-off time Pick-up time 
YR 2 DS 8:30am 2:50pm 

YR/1 3 EH 8:40am 3pm 


