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Important Information – Please Read 

Tuesday 16th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

I urge you all to read this letter which contains important information regarding the rest of 
the school term but particularly for parents in Years R, 1, 5 and 6. 

Non-use of Community Facilities 

The committee running the community centre had very kindly agreed to open their facility to 
us and we planned to use it as a base for teaching 3 year groups for half days, possibly as early 
as next week. However, yesterday afternoon the government informed schools that we are 
not to use village halls etc as a base to house additional classes. Hence we can only readmit 
the number of pupils who can safely be accommodated on the school site and the following 
plan outlines our final steps in this regard. 

Attendance and Curriculum 

The wider re-opening of the school has been successful. We have 15 Year 6 pupils attending, 
60% of Year 1 pupils, and over 80% of Year R. Across the county, the average in Year R and 1 
who have returned to school is below 30%. The children have been extremely sensible, and 
are trying hard to maintain a social distance at all times. As a result of this, we feel that we 
can develop our practice further. 

Firstly, I would ask that all of the key worker/vulnerable children who are attending school, 
please do so full time every day.  

Because some children are only coming in on 2 or 3 days a week, it is hard for us to develop 
their learning. We are trying to follow our normal curriculum in school, but it is hard to do so 
when children are in sporadically. Originally the government asked you to only send your child 
to school when there was an absolute need. Now, the advice is to send them in full time as 
we try to move back towards some degree of normality.  

Year R and 1 to be Full Time 

The Local Authority have been strident in advising us that Year R and 1 should be attending 
school full time and hence in two weeks’ time, as of Monday 29th June, we will be altering our 
provision for Year R and 1 to do so. 

 



From that Monday Mrs Stone will teach up to 13 Year R pupils in her classroom, she will be 
assisted by Miss Price. Mrs Hutchings, who will be teaching the Year R children in September 
when they move into Year 1, will teach the remaining 12 in the Year 1 classroom. She will also 
have a TA assistant. Hence, all of the Year R children will be taught by either their current or 
future teacher in either their current or future classroom. This also provides all Year R children 
with access to an outside learning area without our having to mix the two bubbles 

Mrs Maloney will teach up to 13 of her Year 1 children in the Year 6 classroom. Another group 
of up to 12 children will be taught by Miss Cavender, who will be having them next year. Miss 
Cavender’s class will be in the Year 2 classroom.  

Thus, we are keeping all of the Year R and 1 children in the Lodge and they are either 
remaining with their current teacher, or moving to the teacher they will have in September. 
We are trying to maintain as much continuity as possible within the parameter of attending 
full time. The bubbles will not mix and will remain separate at playtime.  

Year R and 1 Curriculum 

Because they will be attending full time, they will cover virtually the whole of the curriculum. 
We will organise our lessons to try to minimise social contact between the children in each 
group and hand washing and hygiene will be emphasised. However, because of their age, 
having them in all day will inevitably mean that there is greater social interaction between 
them.  

Year R and 1 Key Worker Children 

The Year R and 1 key worker children have been taught in a separate bubble up till this point. 
They will now re-join their classmates. Some of these children have been in school since the 
lockdown started, being taught in mixed age groups, by a rota of teachers. They have had less 
stability than any other children. As an acknowledgement of that fact, they have priority and 
definitely now go to their usual class teacher and classroom. Aside from these pupils, at this 
stage we do not know which teacher will have which children in each of the year groups. 

What you must do now 

Parents in Years R and 1 are asked to consider this move and to email the school office by the 
end of day Wednesday to let us know if you wish your child to attend school under this new 
model. Please give us a definite yes or definite no. If we do not hear from you by end of day 
Wednesday, you will be recorded as a no at this stage. Once we know numbers, we will 
allocate children to the different bubbles and inform you which teacher your child will be 
having. 

 

 

 

 



We appreciate that parents have a range of anxieties around having their children attend 
school full time. We will set up our bubbles and I hope that we do have sufficient numbers to 
form two for each of the year groups. I need definite numbers in order to plan for this move, 
so I must insist on a definite yes or no at this stage. However, if we are able to form two 
bubbles for each class, we will have spare capacity, and in that case children would be able to 
join the bubbles at a later stage and we could also offer a part time option to those of you 
who might wish it. But this will be dependent on two bubbles being formed initially. 

The only circumstance I can envisage when this would not be possible is if we only have 13 or 
fewer children in one of the year groups wishing to return. If this happens, we will run with 
one bubble in that year group and the spare teacher will be used to offer school provision to 
another year group not yet attending. If this were to happen, once the teacher had been re-
assigned, I would not be able to open up a second bubble in Year R or 1 subsequently. 

Wider Re-opening 

The government have stipulated that where necessary, schools can admit up to 15 pupils into 
each classroom. This is regardless of the size of the room. The limit of 15 has not been set 
because of social distancing. Schools have been told that whilst we must make every effort to 
maintain the safety of the children in every way possible, we do not need to maintain a set 
social distance between the pupils when they are in class.  

Therefore, with the exception of Years R and 1, where we have independently set a limit of 
12 to a room, we will now be applying this guidance. 

Year 6 

Only 15 Year 6 children have returned to school. Up till now they have been taught in two 
bubbles. As of next week, they will be taught in one bubble, in the Year 4 classroom, which is 
our largest. They will be taught by Mrs Paget. At this time, no more Year 6 children may re-
join the school. However, you may go on a waiting list and if spaces subsequently become 
available we will admit children on a first come first served basis. 

Year 5 

These moves leave Mr Eastwood free to teach children from our current Year 5, who are the 
pupils he will be teaching next year. We have 8 key worker children in Year 5. They will 
automatically go into his Year 5 bubble, but that leaves us space to readmit up to 7 more Year 
5 children. We have prioritised Year 5 as they prepare for their final year in primary school 
and the transition to secondary.  

Mr Eastwood will be teaching his Year 5 bubble in the school hall because the Year 3 
classroom is too small to be used as a classroom for such a number. 

If you are the parent of a Year 5 child and you wish them to attend school, you must email 
the school office by the end of tomorrow, Wednesday 17th June to let us know.  

 



If we only receive 7 requests, the bubble will be formed and will return to school as from 
Monday 22nd June. If we receive more than 7 requests, Mr Eastwood will begin to teach the 
key worker children in Year 5 as from Monday, whilst we review the fairest way forward for 
the rest of the pupils wishing to return. 

Key Worker Children in Years 2, 3 and 4 

Miss Burgess will teach the key worker children from Years 2, 3 and 4. She will be assisted by 
Mrs Kalachaikis. We currently have 14 key worker children from these year groups attending 
school. If this number remains constant, the bubble will remain as it is and will be based in 
the Year 5 classroom. 

However, we have a number of other key worker children from these year groups who have 
periodically attended school. It is possible that the number may rise to 17, which is too high 
for one bubble. 

If you are a key worker and your child is in Years 2, 3 and 4, and you have not yet taken up 
a place at school, you must email in by end of school tomorrow and request this. 

If we have more than 15 key worker children from Years 2, 3 and 4 wishing to attend, they 
must take priority. If this is the case, Mrs Beacher will teach a second bubble. We are likely to 
give her the children from one complete year group, whilst Miss Burgess has the remaining 
two. The only rooms left to us are the Year 3 classroom and the conference room. Depending 
on numbers, she will be based in one of these rooms. 

However, if the Year 2 – 4 bubble only has 15 pupils, and Year 5 have more than 15 children 
wishing to attend, we will assign Mrs Beacher to this group and she will take a small group of 
Year 5 pupils. We cannot assign her definitely until we are sure of the numbers attending in 
the different groups. 

Conclusion 

This move accounts for all of our teaching staff and all of our available space. We will not be 
able to admit more children from other year groups. Using the teachers as we have, allows 
an extended transition for the children in Years R, 1 and 5 as they move up to their next 
teacher. 

Later this week I will write again with details of how we are reviewing our support for home 
learning. Some parents are also asking me about summer school and what plans are in place 
for September. I can only reiterate that we have received absolutely no information with 
regard to either the mooted summer catch up programmes or what is planned for the coming 
academic year. However, as soon as we do learn anything we will pass this on. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 


