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Dear Parents, 
 
I want to thank the parents and children who have rejoined the school this week. You have observed 
the procedures we put into place for ensuring a safe social distance during the drop off and pick up 
periods. I hope you all agree that the new routines are working well. In fact it is clear that the 
procedures we have put in place are far more than has been needed for the numbers involved. 
 
The children have been superb. The youngest ones are sitting at their desks and Mrs Stone has been 
very impressed at how their literacy and numeracy skills have progressed during lockdown. Year 1 
are also sitting at their desks and behaving superbly. I have carefully visited both classes and it’s 
been lovely to see the children back in school. 
 
The older children are following social distancing during playtimes and lunch times. I know that they 
find the breaks a little boring, but now that we know the break times themselves aren’t proving to 
be a danger, we can consider how we make them more interesting through the controlled use of 
resources. 
 
We are altering elements of our provision for Year 6 as a result of the success this week. Next week, 
the Year 6 children will stay at school longer, with the times as follows: 
 
Group A will start school at 8.40 and finish at 2.40 
Group B will start at 8.50 and finish at 2.45 
 
Government confirmed this week that schools will not reopen to all year groups before the end of 
the summer term. As I have said to you before, it was already apparent that this plan was unfeasible 
whilst classes were limited to 15 - schools don’t have the staff or rooms to admit all pupils full time 
in classes of just 15. We have received no definite indication of what plans the government have for 
September. However, we are being strongly directed by Kent Education Authority to move towards 
having the Year R and 1 year groups in full time, in classes of 15, as soon as is possible. Next week we 
will be discussing this and developing plans which keep our children as safe as possible whilst doing 
as we have been directed. We will share our plans with you later next week. 
 
In the meantime, I would urge any of you who have concerns or who wish to raise issues with me to 
please do so. I am aware that a small number of parents are discussing issues or canvassing opinion 
on social media but not contacting me. I can’t discuss or address issues unless you raise them with 
me, so please do so. In some cases I may not be able to address your concern, but if that is the case I 
can at least discuss it with you and make you aware of why I can’t. We hope to work with you to find 
the best solution possible to the problems which you, the children and we are all facing. 
 
Best wishes 

 
Jim Holditch 
Headteacher 
 
 


