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Wednesday 3rd June 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We have been busy planning for the wider opening of the school. We have tried to identify every 
possible issue which we might face and have planned for every conceivable eventuality. Later today 
our risk assessments and operational plans will be shared with the teachers and then tomorrow with 
the remainder of the staff and with governors. All will review what has been planned and will no doubt 
identify further minor improvements which we can make to what we have organised. 

The full plans will be made available to you on Friday. I ask that you read what we have devised in 
order to satisfy yourself with regard to the safety of your child and how we intend to operate. But – 
and this is a large but – this situation is like nothing any of us have ever experienced before. In order 
to make the return to school work, we must all work as one community with the safety of our children 
as the ultimate goal. If you can see any way of improving what we have planned, please tell us. I have 
no doubt that once Monday comes, we will find issues which we hadn’t previously identified. The 
plans we have drawn up will be amended constantly as we address problems which arise. Please play 
your part in helping us to devise the safest operating procures possible as the weeks progress. 

We are having staggered starts and ends to the day, and access to the site is to be controlled. Access 
to the site for Year 6 and the key worker children will be through Coronation Gardens and via a one 
way system which leads you to exit through the side gate on the Mount Pleasant playground. Year R 
and 1 will access their classrooms via the back entrance to the school on Vicarage Close. You will have 
very full details on how we are organising all of this. 

All of the teachers will be working with certain groups of pupils. Hence we have to reduce the extent 
to which we were supporting home learning. We will now have just one class zoom meeting per week, 
and because they are now working in class, the teachers will not be as available to assist with queries 
regarding the Oak Academy work. We will review how we can best support home learning once the 
re-opening is underway successfully next week. I hope that by Wednesday/Thursday of next week, we 
will have begun to establish a new routine and we may then be able to review how we can best support 
home learning for the remainder of the academic year. 

 

 

 

 

 



All of the classrooms are being used by the different groups of children. Hence there is no scope for 
admitting more children onto the site whilst maintaining social distance. No matter what the Prime 
Minister might wish, it is impossible for primary schools to readmit more children whilst maintaining 
social distancing. Consequently, we are exploring how we might be able to run a satellite class off site 
before the end of the academic year. Both the Community Centre and the Brassey Centre have been 
supportive of the possibility of our using their facilities. However, there is absolutely no certainty that 
we will be able to establish a satellite class off site. Our priority is to re-admit the year groups we have 
been directed to take. However, towards the end of next week, I will explore further the possibility of 
having an additional class off site.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 


